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MR. SALVATICO: Okay, so let
me start by saying I'm a lifetime resident
here; New Hyde Park and Garden City, I
lived my whole life in Nassau County
arocund the affected area. 2And while I
view the current system as having done its
Jjob for so many years that it's been in
existence, I don't see that happening
going forward.

With increasing populaticn,
you know, we see from time to time,
already on a westbound way, inconsistent
and unavailable service, and I don't think
that's going to get better as the
population grows and the system
deteriorates.

You know, again, having
lived, worked, and played here my whole
life, I view quality of life issues, in
particular, that could be solved here by
the removal of grade crossings, when you
lock at the sound from horn blasts, the
created traffic and what it does to the
surrounding community when cars are backed

up at a grade crossing. That's my first

MGR Reporting, Inc.
1-844-MGR-RPTG
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obvious benefit for wanting this.

Certainly the quality of
environment vis-ad-vis living environment,
but also environmental where there's less
emissions with idling cars and the like.

Another greater concern, I
believe, this would solve is voidance of
track closures, which we hear about more
and more. With each track closed, it
stifles our working community. New Hyde
Park and Garden City have a very strong
commuting populaticon that work in
Manhattan, it creates significant
pressures at work, financially, and at
home.

And so this would really help
that as well, as it would dovetail with
the introduction of East Side Access,
which so many of us greatly desire. As in
addition teo working in Manhattan, we also
entertain ourselves and visit Manhattan,
and it's very difficult to get there,
particularly at those peak evening hours.

And my final thoughts revolve

around the future of transit and

MGR Reporting, Inc.
1-844-MGR-RPTG
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development vis-a-vis retaining the youth
in our population, but also servicing an
aging populaticon who won't be able to
drive as much and would prokabkly do better
to have a more robust and frequently
running transit system.

Those are my comments. Thank

you.

MGR Reporting, Inc.
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B55.:
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I, NICOLE ELLIS, a Notary Public for and
within the State of New York, do hereby certify:

I reported the proceedings in the
within-entitled matter, and that the within
transcript is a true record of such proceedings.

I further certify that I am not related to
any of the parties to this action by blood or by
marriage and that I am in no way interested in the
outcome of this matter.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my

hand this 17th day of January 2017.
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PR OCEEDTIWMNG S

Ms. PICCA: Good morning.

Thank vou for attending todav's
public meeting for the Long Island Railroad
FExpansion Project.

My name 1s klisa Picca. IT'm
the Executive Vice Preslident of the Long Island
Railroad.

In Just a moment I will be
overviewling the program for Today.

But first, I'd like vou to
stand and say The Pledge of Allegilance.

(Pledge of Allegiance.)

Ms. PICCA: Thank you very much
and thank vou for taking the time from vour busy
schedules to be here today. Your input and
feedback for this project are crucial and they
are greatly appreciated.

This public meeting is part of
a robust communlity outreach process for The Long
Island Railroad Expansion Project that began last
vear and 1t will continue Throughout the project
duration.

In a moment, we're golng to

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
1-844-MGR-RPT(G
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show vou a video about the proposed project.
After that, we will take comments from tThose who
have registered to speak. For those who would
like to speak and have not vet registered, there
is plenty of time to do so. You c¢can sign up 1in
the front tables in the lobby.

The purpose of This meeting 1s
to discuss The Long Island Rallroad Expansion
Project and, in particular, the Drarft
Environmental TImpact Statement that was released
on November 28th, 2016,

The environmental process began
last spring with the release of the Draft Scopiling
Document and continued through The summer with
the release of the Final Scoping Document.

Since that time, we have
performed extensive environmental analyses, which
are presented in the Draft EIS. The report is
avallable on our project website,
Wwww.amodernll.com.

It's also avallable at local
village halls and libraries along Tthe project
corridor.

It's also available a2t our

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
1-844-MGR-RPT(G
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Project Informatiocon Center at The Mineola Train
station.

In response to public reguests
for more time to comment on the Draft EIS,
Governocr Cuomo has extended the comment period
until February 15th, 2017 at 5:00 p.m.

The Draft EIS commentT periliod
for this project was already longer tThan tThose
for much larger projects, such as the Second
Avenue Subway and the new Tappan Zee Bridge. Now
because of vyour 1nput, there's even more Time to
comment.

When Governor Cucmo Llrst
announced this project, he made clear that 1t
would be completely different from prior
proposals. Unlike prior proposals, the third
track would be built entirely within the Long
ITsland Railroad's right-of-wavy.

Since the Governcr's
announcement over a year ago, we have implemented
unprecedented public ocutreach and thanks to vyour
input, we have made commitments TCo:

Take no residential properties;

To modify all seven grade

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
1-844-MGR-RPT(G
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crossings 1in the project area;

To add sound attenuatlion walls;

To 1improve passenger rail
stations with enhancements like full-length
platforms;

To add 2,000 zdditional parking
spaces; and,

To use 1nncvatlive methods To
speed constructlion and to minimize 1ts 1mpacts.

All of these project elements
are examples of ocour commitment To community
coutreach. Your input 1s important to us and 1it's
important to the process.

Your comments will be entered
into the public record and reviewed accordingly.
While we are here at a formal public hearing
today, there are many other outreach efforts and
opportunities to comment.

Our project Team has had
hundreds of meetings with local officials,
business leaders and residents and many members
of our Team are here today Tto listen to your
comments.

We've malntained our Project

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
1-844-MGR-RPT(G
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Infocrmation offlice at the Minecla station on the
south side platform. The hours are posted on tThe
project website and we encourage everybody tTo
visit, discuss the project and to make comments.

You ¢an also provide comments
on the project website or by e-mail to:

infodamodernli.com.

Finally, we have visited all
residential propertlies that share a property line
with The Long Island Rallroad multiple times, and
as recently as last week, to remind residents of
these public hearings.

Now I'd like to turn your
attention Tc a short video that will discuss the
project need and highlight its benefits, which
include improved service reliability, safety and
gquality of 1ife. The project would add much
needed capacity to the main line and eliminate
all street level grade crossings within The
project area.

Incorporating extensive 1input
from local communities, the project team 1is
exploring neighbor-friendly and innowvative

construction methods and practices to keep the

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
1-844-MGR-RPT(G
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impact of constructlon as minimal as possible.

(Video presentation.)

(Applause. )

M3. PICCA: Thank vou.

Now I'd like tTo introduce our
representatives from the Long Island Railroad and
State DOT, as well as our Hearing OfLflicer.

To my far right, we have Ms.
Donna Betty. She 1s the Chilef Planning CIfficer
of the Long Island Rallroad.

Seated next to Donna 1s, Mr.
Joseph Zacharia, Project Manager from New York
State Department of Transportation; and,

To my immediate right is Ms.
Susan McGowan, Long Island Railroad General
Manager of Public Affairs.

Susan will serve as our Hearing
Officer today and I will turn the meeting over to
her at this time.

THE HEARING OFFICER: Thank
vou, Elisa.

Welcome, evervbody.

And thank you for jolning us

today.

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
1-844-MGR-RPT(G
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Before we begin, we have a lfew

procedural items so I ask for your patilence.

This public meeting i1is an
opportunity to hear from vou regarding the
project's environmental review process, 1in
particular, the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement, or Draft EIS.

The Draft EIS includes a wide
range of technical analyses on toplics such as:

Alr guality:

Nolse;

Land Use;

Sccloeconomlics;

Traffic;

Parking; and much more.

Tt also reviews any potential
property impacts from the proposed project,
including easements and commercial property

acqgulsitions.

Today's proceedings also serve

as The public hearing in accordance with The New

York State Eminent Domain Procedures Law, or
EDPL.

As Vice President Picca noted

1z

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
1-844-MGR-RPT(G
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earlier, no permanent takings of residential
property will be needed for this project.

Building station platform
areas, retaining walls, and Long Island Railroad
infrastructure along the entire 9.8 mile project
corridor, would reguire no full property takings
of any type. It would reguilire four partial
acquilisitions of non-reslidential properties, which
would not affect any structure.

It would alsoc regqguire three
permanent or tTemporary easements of
non-residential propertlies and one temporary
easement at a multi-family cocoperative
residential property.

Multiple options at the seven
grade crossing locations along the 9.8 mile
project corridor were also evaluated. For these
grade crossing options, we've identified full
acqguilisitions of up to four commerclal properties
for which the State will work with the ocwners Lo
provide relocation assistance within Ttheir
communities.

In addition, partial

acqgulsitions affecting eight non-residential

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
1-844-MGR-RPT(G
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properties could be needed but in all situations
which will not affect the continued operation of
the businesses.

Finally, the grade crossing
work may need some permanent rights to access
some parcels of commercial property during and
after constructlion and some Temporary rights to
access other parcels of property during and after
construction in connection with the construction,
or 1n connectlion with certaln maintenance needs
after constructlion. None of these rights ot
access will permanently 1mpact the operation of
The businesses affected.

For complete detalls about the
multiple grade crossing options, please refer to
the DETS or wvisit the DOT table in the open house
area.

Again, no permanent taking of
residential property will be needed for this
project.

Those who may be Ilmpacted by
property acqguislitions have already been contacted
by the State.

Pursuant tfto tThe EDPL, The

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
1-844-MGR-RPT(G
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project team has studlied The proposed project and
is able to determine the relocation reguirements
for 2ach grade crossing option and determined
which plan would be preferable.

This information will be
considered along with other relevant factors when
selecting The project's fLinal design.

New York State DOT and Empire
State Development will provide extensive support
for the four commercial properties That may be
fully acguired with day-to-day relocation
assistance as requlired, 1including:

Help in finding sultable
replacement sites;

Reestablishment expenses; and,

A variety of moving expenses
options.

The State has studied the lccal
real estate market and concluded that there will
be a sufficient number of replacement properties
to satisfy The needs of any displaced commercial
occupant, lirrespective of The design option that
is selected. Property acquisition would not

commence until the final design option has been

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
1-844-MGR-RPT(G



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

15

20

21

22

23

24

25

16
1-17-17 LIRR AM

approved.

Fach affected property owner
will be contacted by a real estate specialist who
will explain the proposed construction and the
acquisition process. Any potentially affected
property owners present here today may visit the
DOT table in The open house area until The end of
this hearing for further detalls about the
process or to ask any guestions they may have.

Now 1n order to glve public
comment, we ask 1f vyvou haven't already done so,
that you sign up at The registration desk.

We're also asking that everyone
limit their comments to tThree minutes, and that's
intended to give everyone an opportunity to
spealk.

Again, this meeting is not the
only opportunity that vyvou'll have to comment on
this project. You can contlinue to provide
comments through February 15th at the project
office at the Mineola station, by mail or online
at: www.amodernll.com.

We have representatives and

experts here from the Long Island Railroad and

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
1-844-MGR-RPT(G
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the New York State Department of Transportation.
We're available to consult with you on the
project and they're in the next room.

If vou prefer to give comments
privately, because we realize not evervybody wants
to speak in front of an audience, you can sign up
at the front desk and glive vour comments Lo a
private stenographer, who will make sure your
comments are entered 1into the public record.

Now because This 1s a formal
hearing and because we're entering your comments
into the public record, we will not be responding
to vour comments or answerling guestions from the
stage. However, we do have staff here in the
building who will do their best to answer vyour
gquestions and concerns.

If vou have any special needs,
please find a staff member and we'll do our best
Lo address Those needs.

And one final thing, 1L vyou
haven't already done so, please Turn your cell
phones to silent.

I'm going to call the names of

the first five speakers and ask tThat they make

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
1-844-MGR-RPT(G
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thelir way up To The reserved seats 1n the front,
the front row, so They can prepare themselves.

There are two microphones, one

on the left and on your left and my right -- vour
right. After T call the first five speakers,
I'"11 call the name of the next spesaker. When vou

come Up to speak, please glve vyour name and your

affiliation. If you're part of an organization,

please say the name of that organizatlion and then
vou'll have Tthree minutes to speak.

There 1is a timer, a countdown

clock. The countdown clock will show as green
until vou have 30 seconds. Then 1t will Turn
vellow. And finally when the three minutes are
up, it will turn red. And 1f you're not sure,

IT'"11 give you a very gentle reminder.
So the first five speakers are:
Dave Kapell.
Kevin Law.
Kyle Strober.
Grant Havasy; and,
Ann Corbett.
Mr. Kapell.

MR. KAPELL: Good morning.

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
1-844-MGR-RPT(G
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Thank vou for hearing me.

My name 1s Dave Kapell and I am
Executive Director of the the Right Track for
Long Island Coalition.

Our Coalition has grown to
5,000 members and we speak for over one million
Long Islanders who have come together to support
the Long Island Rallroad Enhancement Project
because we bellieve 1T 1s The key To unlocking the
full potential of our reglon 1n the 2Z21st century.

The two existing tracks through
The main line corridor were bullt in the 19th
century when people rode to the station in horse
and buggy. Today 1t's The busiest rallrocad
corridor in the country and runs at full capacity
during peak hours.

Without a third track, service
cannot be expanded to meet the growing needs of a
region of three million, especlally vyoung people
who hold Transit access as a priority 1in deciding
where to live, work and ralse a family. Unless
we can attract these yvoung people, Long Island
will continue falling behind regions that

aggresslively compete with us for talent.

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
1-844-MGR-RPT(G
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We respect the fact that a
project of this magnitude cannot be bullt without
local impacts. But the Draft Environmental
Tmpact Statement is to be commended for including
important mitigation measures to minimize
sheort-term inconvenience.

And The elimination of seven
dangerous, loud and unattractlive grade crossings,
construction of six garages with 2,300 new
parking spaces, Ifive new state-of-the-art Ttrain
statlions and sound walls to reduce nolse and
vibration in residential districts ensures tThat
the project will be Transformative for the local
communities.

Three million Long ITslanders
should be able to enjoy the same convenient
access to Transit as the corridor communities do
now. After all, it is the Long Island Railroad.

As I1mportantly, the lack of a
third track denlies the flexibility The system
needs to respond effectively to ILrequent, often
traglic i1ncidents, that are a major cause of
delays that plague the system and frustrate 300

(sic) dalily commuters who depend on 1t To support

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
1-844-MGR-RPT(G
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their families. These commuters have previously
been without a volce on a project Tthat
dramatically improves their lives and those of
their families.

T am now pleased to present to
vyou a petition we have circulated that bears the
signatures of 4,547 Long Island Rallroad
commuters who enthusiastically endorse the
project.

A beautified malin line corridor
will be Tthe Zl1st century pride of the Long Island
Railroad system and tThe envy of Long Island.

This will railse property values and help keep
property taxes down 1in the future.

We urge vyvou to move ahead and
build the third track now.

Thank vou.

(Applause. )

THE HEARING OFFICER: Cur next
speaker 1s Kevin Law.

MR. LAW: Good morning.

Thank vou.

My name 1s Kevin Law. I'm the

President and CEO of The Long Island Asscociliation.

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
1-844-MGR-RPT(G
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I also am one of tThe co-chairs
of our Right Track Coalition.

No surprise, 1 support, or our
organization supports this project. IT've stated
it many times publicly before and we believe it's
the most important infrastructure project to
happen on Long Island 1n decades, many decades.

Imagine a Long Island without
the service roads on the LIE. Well, about 30
vears ago they did not exist. People cannot
fathom traveling on the LIE wlithout them now.

Imagine 1f the Sunrlise Highway
project was never completed and taken all Tthe way
out to past Patchogue and connecting beyvond to
the Fast End. Again, people take that project
for granted now and 1t would be devastating to
our region 1f it didn't exist.

This 1s a project that should
have happened decades ago and decades from now we
will look back on this project and people will
say, wow, 1 can't believe Long Island went this
long without this important project.

But I'm here -- I'm going Tto

speak actually from a different perspective

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
1-844-MGR-RPT(G
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today. I'"we —-=- I'm an attorney. I'"we spent half
my career 1n an international law firm in Tthe
environmental practice group. IT've worked on
major projects on Long Island, participating in
the preparation of Environmental Impact
Statements, reviewing Environmental Impact
Statements, adwvising clients and/or
municipalities on Environmental Impact
Statements. And I have never seen such a fine Job
of an Environmental Impact Statement that tThe MTA
and the Long Island Rallroad has done on a very
important project.

Projects 1like this will have
impacts and you guys have gone a long way
identifving those impacts and then establishing
and identifying ways to mitigate those impacts.
Tt -- since this is part of a process and part of
the environmental review process, 1t's important
to note that this process has been carried out,
not jJjust well, but beyvond what 1is required. And
I commend the MTA and the Railroad for doling a
fine Job.

Because as part of our

coalition, we understood that the communities
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that live closest to the proposed third track
would have some Impacts and we agreed with Them
to ask the MTA and the RKailrecad to address those
concerns and to mitigate those impacts. And we
believe they've done above and beyond and
especially with all of the different community
impacts, The communlity benefits along tThe
corridor that the MTA has now supported.

So Job well done.

Thank vou very much.

Bottom line, let's get tThis
project done. Long Island's future depends upon
it.

Thank vou.

(Applause. )

THE HEARING OFFICER: Cur next
speaker is Kyle Strober;

Followed by Grant Havasy; and,

Ann Corbett.

Mr. Strober.

MR. STROBER: Good morning.

My name 1s Kyle Strober and I'm
here as the Executive Director of the Assoclation

for a Better Long Island.

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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For more than 30 years, ABLIT
has been advocating on behalf of Long Islanders.
Our mission i1is to improve our region's quality of
life and our economic wviability, both for todavy
and future generations.

Despite its considerable
strengths, Long Island remains a reglon with
consliderable challenges. We pay 1Incredibly high
property taxes. We have high energy costs. Don't
even get me started with Tthe Ttraffic here.

But in addition, we have an
aging raillroad system whose infrastructure was
once constructed when Long Island's chief export
was oysters. And as the spouse of a dally Long
Island Railroad commuter, I know firsthand the
expense of monthly commuting tickets and those
costs keep going up. And T zlso know how service
delavys can negatively impact the Long Islander's
quality of 1ife, as well as The spouse's guality
of 1life. And maybe most 1mportantly, an aging
transit system can only harm Long Island's
economy and our economlic bonds to neighboring New
York City. That 1s why I'm here today.

Our organization believes 1f we

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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don't proactively acknowledge, confront and

resolve the problems we face on Long Island, They

will not only

remain, they will, in fact, get

worse and dangerously so.

The third track has the means

to exponentially increase the power of mass

transit To benefit all of Long Island.

It has the means to make far

more effective use of the multi-billion dollar

Fast Side Access Project.

It has the power to make

reverse commuting to Long Island more than a

favored concept but a powerful asset To our

bi-county economy.

Tt has the ability to invest

the tens -- the ability to invest tens of

millions of dollars into our local communities,

gliminate the

grade crossings, install sound

barriers, bulild much needed parking structures

for downtowns

a Better Long

track project.

along the corridor.
That 18 why The Assoclatlion for

Island fully supports the third

Will This project cause some
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inconvenliences durling construction? Of course 1t
will. How can we -- but how we can make anything
better without improvements that require some
sort of construction. And the changes for the
corridor communities, including elimination of
residential property takings, parking structures,
state-of-The art sound walls, 1s nothing short of
historic for this Railroad public works project.

These proposed upgrades will
improve traffic, real estate values and local
economies within the corridor. The project 1s
desperately needed, not Jjust for Long Island
commuters but tThe project 1s desperately needed
for Long Island.

Long Islanders pay some of the
highest property taxes 1in the State. Getting our
fair share returned through this $2 billion
investment will reap rewards for the region
through new Jjobs and an added $£32 billion in
personal income within ten vyears.

As a reglion, convenlient mass
transit access To Jobs 1n New York City has
always been at the core of property wvalues

throughout Long Island. If we I1gnore this
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powerful fact, 1t's at our own peril.

And I want to close on thilis and
I know I'm over time, but this i=s an issue that
directly affects me as a millennial. Long
ITslanders' future is being severely compromised
by the mass exodus of Long Island's next
generation of professicnals. We are losling vyoundg
people to places like Hoboken, Westchester and
Connecticut.

My peers all know Long Island
is a great place to live but not 1f vou wantT mass
transit access Lo a clty that continues to the
eplicenter of commerce, culture and careers.

The third track will not only
make commuting and from New York City Jobs
easier, 1t will attract new companies and ensure
voung professionals remain connected to Long
ITsland, rejuvenating our regional economy and
bringing Zlst opportunities with Them.

The Third Track project --

THE HEARING OFFICER: Please
conclude.

MR. STROBER: The Third Track

project puts Long Island on the right track for

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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the future for commuters, for Tthe local
economies, for the Long Island -- and for Long
ITsland's economic vitality and for today and
future generations.

That 1s why the Association for
a Better Long Island fully supports the third
track project.

Thank vou.

(Applause. )

THE HEARING OFFICER: Grant
Havasy 1s our next speaker.

MR. HAVASY: Good morning.

Grant Havasy Ifrom Bloom Gold
Homes, a local home bullder and tThe president of
the Long TITsland Builders Institute.

First and foremost, I and the
Long Tsland Builders Institute support the third
track. In an effort not to be redundant, there's
very many valid polnts that were Just previously
spoken, I'm going to speak to basically tThe
socloeconomic ilmpacts.

Last year at the first set of
hearings, I stated, and will state agalin, the

third track 1s a necessary catalyst That will
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change the course of cur Island forewver.

A Tew polnts tThat I want to
reiterate and emphasize why the third track is
necessary. This project will create a tremendous
amount of new jobs and will promote a Z2lst
century technology-based economy, paired with
increased mobility to and from New York City and
within Long Island, we will finally have the
means to attract young talent agalin. Bv
efficiently connecting Long Island and New York
City, talent and manufacture will finally move
east 1Instead of only west.

The growling desire Tto Transform
the areas around train stations and grow Them
intoe vibrant hubs, such as Huntington Station,
Ronkonkoma, Wyandanch and Hempstead Village will
also create the desire to move east, as within
these new hubs, talent will have relief from the
much higher costs of living of New York City,
while enjoying the vibrancy and convenlence ol a
walkable downtown, coupled with easy and
efficient access to New York Cility.

Simply put, the third track 1is

a necessary means to protect and lmprove our

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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future. It's not 9.8 miles That's affected,.
It's geographically 118 miles and the milliocns of
people that reside on this Island.

Our future Job growth, our
future health care services, our future
technologies and our future families are all at
stake. The Third Track 1s tThe fLirst step for our
future.

I jJust wanted tTo applaud the
progress that the Governor's office and his team
has made in These efforts 1n the environmental
statements and I look forward to Tthe day This
project 1s a realility.

Thank vou.

(Applause. )

THE HEARING OFFICER: Cur next
speaker is Ann Corbett.

But IT'm going to also read the
names of The next five speakers so they can get
ready To come To the podium.

Following Ms. Corbett, we'll
hawve:

William Corbett;.

Jenn Casgsey;
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Mark Hamer;

Joan Dickinson; and,

Patricia Schaefer;

Ms. Corbett.

MsS. ANN CORBETT: My name 1s
Ann Corbett. IT'"m the former Mavyor of Floral Park
and I'm also a spokesperson for Cltizens Agalnst
Rail Expansion, CARE.

First I'm goling To talk about
freight. Many of our people are concerned about
the 1ncrease in freight trains. Residents that
are living 1in apartments and doing business along
the proposed project, report that They have
observed more than three freight trains during
off-peak day and off-peak hours, day and night,
and that many other freight trains have more than
the average number of 21 rail cars and more than
one diesel. In addition, freight trains often
have heavy loads of materials, including garbage
That are not covered.

In the new agreement with the
New York and Atlantic Railway, what are the exact
Terms related to The number of Trains and rail

cars and diesels and materials that can be

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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hauled?

Are hazardous materials or
radiocactive waste hauled now or will they be --
will there be circumstances when such materials
will be hauled west through our communities 1in
the future?

Under The new agreement as
stated, Tthat conservatlive estimates are That
there will be one additional round-trip freight
train, an additional engine per freight train and
up to 30 cars in the future. Does this up to 30
rail cars mean an average or a limit?

There 1s nc real need to
provide reverse commute with The third track but
will the third track accommodate dead-head trains
or trains that need cleanup and maintenance at
facilities under vour reliability-centered
maintenance program or in vyvards in Suffolk
County?

Is Tthis the result of a lack of
space for These tralns to be cleaned and
malintained in Richmond Hill or Hollig?

How many dead-head Trains will

be TCraveling the third track 1in a week along the

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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malin line in The future?

The MTA Long Island Railroad
today announced -- excuse me, ['m going to skip
to something else that T feel is more important.

I believe that the MTA/Long
ITsland Railroad is neglecting its responsibility
to TCreat falirly, the residents and buslinesses
along the Long Island Ralilroad four-track stretch
between Floral Park, South Tyson Avenue Extension
and Queens Village. No sound attenuation walls
for them are planned. These would reduce nolse
and vibration generated by more rail traffic.

Scund attenuation walls are
planned along the main line, or project corridor,

which has two tTracks to accommodate rail traffic.

The pecple west of Floral Park and the Scuth
Tyson Extension will bear the burden of more
noise and vibrations produced by more trains on
the four tracks To and from -- on Tthe Hempstead
line and on the malin line to and from Hicksville.

Thank vou.

THE HEARING OFFICER: Thank
YO u

(Applause. )
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THE HEARING OFFICER: Now Mr.
William Corbett;
Followed by Jenn Casevy.

MR. WILLIAM CORBETT: Thank

My name 1s Bill Corbett. T
represent Citizens Agalinst Rall Expansion.
That's a coalition of 130 local businesses,
assoclations, political leaders and community
leaders who are opposing this project and have
opposed 1T for awhille.

I might say we heard testimony

and that there was 4,500 signatures glven 1in on a

petition in support. Last time thilis came up, we
had 10,000 signatures given 1in opposition. AT1
of ours were done by volunteers. T read in the

paper that these other petitions were circulated
by paid employees.

CARE has -- no one 1s paid.
We're all volunteers. We're just doling this as
citizens of our communilty.

Since I'm limited Lo the three
minutes, I will be handing 1n about 20 pages ot

comments and suggestions as TCo how the project

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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can be made better 1L 1t goes forward.

We are for the grade crossing
eliminations. We feel that should have been done
vears ago and that's certainly a very positive
thing for the communities, as long it's done with
taking these -- the feelings of the local
ccmmunities involwved 1nto consideration.

My major concern 1s the toxic
soll that 1s on the railrocad bed throughout the
corridor. For 100 vyears The Raililrocad's been
spraying toxic chemlicals, many of them are now
banned from use. Those chemicals 1f stirred up
and put iInto the air, can be very dangerous for
our local residents.

Sc we'd like to see more --
more of a program as tTo what the remediation is
going to be 1f they're going to have to remove
the gravel and tons and tons of soil that T
believe are probably, no doubt, are contaminated.

Also, the inconvenience Lo the
local residents in the ten communities along tThe
way . In some of the places vou talk about
parking garages. Floral Park 1s going to lose

parking spaces. In the Floral Park station,

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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vou've Talked about modernizing stations.
Nothing's been done in Floral Park. We don't
even have -- we don't even have access for
disabled persons. That's something that should
be on the list.

Regarding freight, we do
believe That one of the reasons for this 1is to
enable Suffolk to take more of thelr garbage
throughout -- through the main line. We know
that many of the land fills have been closed 1in
Suffolk by the State and we've got to have a
place to put that trash.

And Tthe other thing is that
with The third track, from my understanding, 1t's
going to be no -- none of those tracks are going
to stop anywhere between Hicksville and Jamaica.
So all of these communities along the way that
are going to be going along with this, thevyv're
not going to have any beneflt as far as 1increased
service.

Also, the time limit. This 1is
goling to Take probably, by The time you're done,
five years or more. We know for East Side

Access, we know how long that took. We know The

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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Second Avenue Subway how long that look.

You talk %2 billion. You're
probably be talking five or six by tThe time vou
get finished. That's going to cost the
taxpavyers. Tt's going to cost the commuters.

New Hyde Park alone 1s going to
lose $390,000 in tax revenue from the property
they're going to be Taking Tto put up part of this
facility.

So 1n all, we favor the grade
crossings but we would like tThem to do much more
work on all The polnts that I raised here. I'11
be glving more comments on that in written form.

Thank vou.

THE HEARING OFFICER: Thank
you

(Applause. )

THE HEARING OFFICER: Cur next

speaker 1s Jenn Casey;

Followed by Mark Hamer.

Ms3. CASEY: Good morning.

My name 1s Jennifer Casey. I'm
Chalir of the Suffolk County Planning

Commlissioner. Ag Chailir of the Commission, one of
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our biggest challenges has been Transportation
and Traffic.

The third track is wvital to the
economy of Long ITsland. The future of development
on Long Island lies in transit-oriented
development. In order for transit-oriented
development To succeed, The Rallroad must be
expanded, service more freguent and reliable.

Projects on the horizon
include:

Heartland, which will rely on
the Railroad to Transport an influx of workers
and residents 1in both directions.

For many years the residents of
the Upper East Side of Manhattan dealt with
inconveniences for the larger whole with the East
Side Access Project. The construction of the
third rail may be an inconvenience for some but
will serve the greater good of Long Island as a
whole.,

The future of Long Island 1s
dependent on a better Ttransportation system,
including a better Long Island Rallroad.

Thank vou.

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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(Applause. )

THE HEARING OFFICER: Cur next
speaker is Mark Hamer and please correct me 1if
IT'"we mispronounced vyour name.

MR. HAMER: No, vou did not and
IT'm impressed.

My name 1s Mark Hamer. I'm an
Executive Board Member of The Assocliatilicon for a
BEetter Long Island. I'm a business owner, ownling
two real estate companlies; one commerclial, one
regidential. And I'm a resident of the Town of
Huntington.

Thank vou for allowling me To
speak Today.

IT'm here to wvoice my support
for Long ITsland Railroad Third Track. In
analyzing the cost-benefit analysis of the third
track, 1t is clear that New York and Long Island
must approve and complete the caplital project.

The Long Island Rallroad 1s the
busiest commuter raililroad in North America,
serving over 300,000 commuters daily, vyelT the
infrastructure 1s woefully I1nadegquate to handle

the passenger loads in today's world. As a

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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result, on-time performance has declined.
Reliability has suffered. General malintenance
has deteriocorated and most importantly, Long
Island commuters have lost faith in the Railrcad
as a wviable mode of transportation.

Constructicn on the third track
will resolve many of the l1ssues That plague The
Long Island Railroad. The additional Ttrack will
increase capacity throughout the system.

This dincreased capacity will
improve on-time performance, allow for reverse
commutes during peak hours, allow for routine
malntenance of the system without compromising
regular service; and, provide reliability when
unforeseen disruptions occur.

The Long Island Railroad is the
life blood of Long Island. Without & reliable
commuter rail, Long Island traffic will not be
manageable. Environmental concerns will increase
and Long Islanders' gquality of 1life will suffer.
However, with the third track, not only will
commuters' lives 1lmprove but alsc, Long Island
will enjoy many more benefits, 1ncluding:

Increased safety due Lo the

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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elimination of seven dangerous grade crosslings;

Improved intra-county traffic
conditions due to the elimination of grade
crossings that temporarily stop traffic while
trains cross, especially during peak hours;

Tmprove commuter experiences
resulting from five, new state-of-The-art tTrain
stations and six new parking structures, totaling
2,300 additional parking spaces;

Improved environmental
conditions for the homeowners along the Track
cocrridor due tThe installation of sound
attenuation walls, along the length of the
project that will decrease nolise, reduce
vibration and lower pollution.

The residents of Nassau and
Suffolk Counties have wholeheartedly endorsed
this capital project. They recognize 1ts
importance and the opportunities 1t offers.

The busliness and 1lnstitutlional
support 1s universal. Both understand that
workers demand reliable and abundant service.

Long Island must 1nvest 1In 1tCs

infrastructure to retaln businesses and younger

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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workers.

Please support the most
important infrastructure project on Long Island
in the past 50 vears.

Thank vou.

(Applause. )

THE HEARING OFFICER: Cur next
speaker 1s Joan Dickinson;

Followed by Patricia Schaefer.

MS. DICKINSON: Good morning.

I'm Joan Dickinson. I'm
Community Relations Director of Stony Brook
University and I'm here to speak on behalf of the
Universlity in favor of the third track.

We believe that Long Island
needs this project and knows that it will help
our students and employees.

The trains that currently stop
on campus are often overcrowded because tThey run
too I1nfrequently. The station 1s used by
westbound commuters to New York City and
eastbound students, faculty and staff coming to
campus .

The third track will help us

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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with our student recrulting efforts.

Long Island has a world-class
research university right in its backyard and the
third track would mean 1increased opportunities
for students looking for a top tier school at an
affordable price.

It will also help us to recruilt
staff and faculty. As The largest single-site
employer in Suffolk County, residents of Nassau
and the five boroughs might consider a career at
Stony Brook University, University Hospital, tThe
Long Island State Veterans Home or one of our
Centers of Excellence 1f The commute were eceaslier.

Potential employees would have
access to good jobs. SBU would have access to
great talent and pollution and traffic would be
reduced by the reverse commute via train.

This proposal would also help
us to alleviate some of The housing and parking
issues ralsed by our nelghbors and ocur students
and our early career employees.

Our student housing survey data
shows That commuter students, including our

graduate and professional students, are willling

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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to travel up TCo 40 minutes away from campus when
traveling by Train.

The improvements supported by
the third track could potentially open up other
communities for students and young professionals
to live 1if the ride is easy and within the
appropriate distance and Tlime. This would be a
boost Lo some of The communities on the line.

It will be an improvement for
the Long Island economy. The project will
certainly create Jjobs and will help Long Island
to capture The new businesses that are often
drawn to the intellectual caplital at Stony Brook
University, Cold Spring Harbor and Brookhaven
National Lab.

Long TITsland needs to leverage
its mass Transit infrastructure to attract new
investment, create additional Jjobs, strengthen
real estate values and grow 1ts economy.

The 1mproved service would also
mean more opportunities for our students To spend
time in New York City for cultural events and
internships. It will allow Long Island to

attract young tTalent as they will have more

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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options for housing and entertainment.

advantage of the East Side Access

46

It would also allow us to take

stay competitive with other regions. This

project has the power to be transformative.

the third track.

Following our next

will call up:

to the front row.

Project and to

Stony Brook University supports

Thank vou for vyour Time.

(Applause. )

THE HEARING COEFEFICER: Okavy.

speaker, Patriclia Schaefer,

Mark Epstein:

Neal Lewils;

Laura Schultz;
Michael White; and,
John Murphvy.

So if yvou could make vyour

Ms. Schaefer.

Thank vou.

Ms. SCHAEFER: Thank you.

Goocd morning.

My name 1s Patty Schaefer

way
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I'm Managing Director of the Rauch Foundation,
which 1s a family philanthropy based in Garden
Citv.

IT'm pleased to testify this
morning on the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement for the Long Island Railrcad Expansion
Project, also known as The third track.

The Rauch Foundatlon 1s
publisher of the Long Island Index, which has
conducted and publicly released extensive
research over many vyears documenting Tthe
extraordinary 1importance of this project to the
economic future of Long Island.

As several people have
expressed before me, the third track will address
the chronic bottleneck that regularly constrains
rail service on Long Island. Tt will improve
reverse commuting, which 1s essential to business
growth 1n the region and 1t will have profoundly
important iImpacts on our economy.

In 2014, research from the Long
Island Index showed that ten years after tThe
third track's completion, The Impacts would be:

14,000 new Jjobs;

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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£5.6 pbillion in additional
gross regional product;

53 billion in additional
personal income; and,

More tThan 35,000 new residents
on Long Island, ©of whom more than 40 percent
would be in the 25-44 vear-old age range.

The long-term benefits would be
even Jgreater.

The DEIS should be applauded
and endorsed for the extraordinary lengths to
which 1t goes To mitigate project 1lmpacts. It
detalls:

The retalining and sound
attenuation walls to be built;

The passenger rail station
improvements to be made;

Street level grade c¢crossings,
which will be eliminated; and,

The parking faclilities To be
constructed, among many other mitigating actilions
and local benefits.

The MTA, the Long Island

Railroad, and The State of New York should be

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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ccmmended on Thelir remarkable ccocmmlitment To
moving this project forward.

As plans for the project
continue to evolwve, our one specific
recommendation is that consideration be giwven to
designing the new facilities to the highest
possible deslign stTandards.

The Long Island Index, Through
its parking plus design challenge, has elevated
public discussion of The potential parking
facilities, 1in particular Tto provide multiple
amenlities and Truly enhance downtown communities.
Bringing The best 1in design To the development of

those facilities would provide an additional

lasting economic benefit as well.

And IT'd 1ike to present vou all
with severzl samples of innovative designs for
parking structures, which were presented during
the last design challenge of the Index
(indicating.)

THE HEARING OFFICER: Thank
YO u

(Applause. )

THE HEARING OFFICER: Cur next

MGR REPORTING, INC.,

1-844-MGR-RPT(G



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

15

20

21

22

23

24

25

50
1-17-17 LIRR AM

speaker 1s Mark Epsteln.

MR. EPSTEIN: Good morning.

Mark Epstein, Chair of the Long
Island Railrocad Commuter Council, the official
voice of 211 cur Long Island Railroad riders.

IT'm here today to offer our
support for The improvement of The maln line and
the DEIS statement on The project.

The Long Island Rallroad
Commuter Council recognilizes tThat a decision to
proceed with tThis project 1nvolves a major
commltment. Large-scale constructlion 1s
disruptive and we understand That communities and
riders are likely to be inconvenienced during The
improvement of the main line.

We're alsoc mindful of the cost
of the project. After all, we are fare pavers and
taxpavyers. We are residents and riders.

And in the end, we believe tThat
benefits of this project outwelgh 1tTs costs. But
i1t must be managed carefully Lo ensure Tthat 1t 1s
completed on time and on budget.

As every day users ol the Long

Island Railroad, we support tThe expansion of tThe

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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maliln line because continued improvement for Long
Island Railroad infrastructure 1s critical to
meet the demands of Long Islanders for safe,
efficient and affordable transportation while the
Railroad's capacity 1s constrained and there's no
room to add peak hour service, riders should
ccntlinue To 1lncrease.

In Z201%, a TLotal of 87.6
million passengers rode the Long Island Railroad,
accounting for the highest usage since 1949.

This growth continued in 2016 by between 2 and
2—and-a-half percent 1ncreases. This popularity
has a cost.

The system Tthat Long Islanders
are increasingly choosing to ride is heavily
burdened, without sufficient operatiocnal
flexibility to deal with problems. About 40
percent of the Railroad's total riders travel
over The particularly outdated and overburdened
sectlon of track that we know as The main line.
The volume of traffic on this sectlion prevents
any serlous conslideration of two-way service and
offTen reduces rush-hour travel To a crawl and

those of us who are stuck on those trains know

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
1-844-MGR-RPT(G



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

15

20

21

22

23

24

25

52
1-17-17 LIRR AM

what a crawl 1is all about.

These 1ssues exlist even 1if
nothing goes wrong. But problems like a stalled
train, malfunctioning crossing gate or track
defect can mean serious problems for the Long
Island Railroad and its riders.

Even Long Island Rallroad
riders that do not Travel over the maln line are
regularly affected, as problems on the main line
can and do back up traffic and delay trains
beyvond them.

As vyou know, The East Side
Access Project 1s under constructlion and will add
new capaclity To get Long Island Railroad trains
under the East River. The rezlity of the
situation is, howewver, that once the Fast Side
Access 1s completed, trains will still hawve to
deal with the same old choke points on the main
line. Without dImprovements To the maln line, the
over $10 billion East Side Access Project will
never realize its full potential.

The need for This Improvement
is clear from both the limitations the Long

Island Railroad faces 1n normal coperations and

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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the huge delays That result with any problem that
disrupts service between Floral Park and
Hicksville.

The current service 1is not
working for riders, their families and their
emplovers. There has to be a better wavy.

The project is critical to Long
Island's economlic health, guality of life and
desirablility as a community. We have a unigque
opportunity to move forward and leverage the
increased capaclty that will be generated by East
Side Access and the second track projects to
create real benefits for Long Island and tThose
who call 1t home.

We must take advantage of this
opportunity. The communities of the Long ITsland
Railroad strongly support this long awaited
project.

Thank vou.

(Applause. )

THE HEARING OFFICER: Cur next
speaker 1s Neal Lewils;

Followed by Laura Schultz;

Michael White; and,

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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John Murphy.

Mr. Lewls.

MR. LEWIS: Thank vou.

Good afternoon.

My name 1s Neal Lewis. IT'm the
Fxecutive Director of the Sustainability
Institute of Molloy College.

I would like to say that the --
vou've already heard, and particularly from our
last speaker, the points made about the benefits
for this project for Those who are current
commuters and you'wve also heard the polints made
about those who could be future commuters, people
who will Travel 1n what sometimes called reverse
commuting. T would just call it intra-Long
ITsland commuting.

So there's many benefits for
people using the train now and using the train in
the future. But what we also want To acknowledge
the benefits for all Long Islanders, 1Including
many who never use the trains.

I want to start by
acknowledging that the hearing today 1s on the

Draft Environmental Impact Statement Tthat was

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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released in November, which I have reviewed and I
echo the comments of Kevin Law, where I reviewed
many impact statements over the years and this
one was done in a highly professional way with
great detzil and 1t demonstrates many benefits of
this project.

As vou've all heard, the
benefits include the polnt made at The beginning
tThat no homes would be eliminated under tThis
proposal as compared To Tthe previous one. That
scund attenuation walls will be included in the
project.

We should also acknowledge that
for every person that gets on the tralin and the
increase in the numbers of people who get on the
train as a result of this project, there will be
direct environmental benefits because they won't
be using their cars. And as less people are
using their cars and there's less traffic
congestlion, all that improves our alir gquality,
the air that all of us breathe and, also, from
the perspective of reducing greenhouse gas
emissions that contribute to global warming.

The point that has been made

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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about rail crossings 1s very, very 1lmportant.
The rail crossings are dangerous. They cause all
sorts of traffic congestion and delavys which,
again, contributes to air pollution and they
represent noise issues. So in addition to the
sound attenuation walls, we alsc have the
opportunity to eliminate the horns that are
blared a guarter-a-mile before every Train
crossing. So 1t's seven train crossings beling
eliminated, 1s a direct benefit tTo many people
that ever use the train.

By having a better Ttrain
service, more fregquent tralin service, we will see
a revitalization to downtowns, which 1s great for
the efforts to promote transit oriented
development, which is good from the sort of broad
goals of promoting sustainability on Long TIsland.

What was not in the previous
proposals are several significant parking
structures that will also be constructed in the
downtowns, which I think 1s great. I want to
echo the polint made by Patty Schaefer from the
Rauch Foundation. I want to see The designs of

these stations and parking structures as the best

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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possible.

And my last point, one thing I
would criticize is you should seek solar on those
parking structures and new train stations.

Thank vou.

(Applause. )

THE HEARING OFFICER: Thank
YO u

Our next speaker 1s Laura
Schultz;

Followed by Michael White.

Ms. SCHULTZ: Hello. I'm
Laura Schultz. I am President of Resldents for

More Beautiful Syosset.

The adoption of ride sharing
services, such as Uber and Lyft for Nassau and
Suffolk Counties could be a game changer. This
could ease the parking problems at the Hicksville
and Syosset traln stations and other local
statlions.

Large parking garages might not

have to be constructed at railroad stations. But

larger areas for drop-off and pick-up by Uber and

Lyft cars might be necessary.

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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Residents for a More Beautiful
Syossel request That you i1nclude in the DEIS the
impact of the adoption of ride sharing services
for Nassau and Suffolk Counties on this project.

Thank vou.

(Applause. )

THE HEARING OFFICER: Cur next
speaker 1s Michael White;

Who will be followed by John
Murphy.

MR. WHITE: Good afternocon.

My name 1s Michael E. White and
I'm here on behalf of property owners and
occupants at 172 and 173 School Street in
Westbury. These properties are subject to the
project plans to eliminate the grade crossing at
Schcol Street.

The property owners and
occupants generally support tThe important third
track infrastructure Improvement and recognlize
its potential environmental and economic
benefits. They alsoc recognlize The need for
elimination of the grade crossing at School

Street but remaln extremely concerned about the

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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adverse Impacts of the proposed reconfliguration
and reconstructlion, as presented, to the access,
use and overall wvalue of their properties and
buildings.

These impacts are not
adequately evaluated or even i1dentified in the
DETIS. As examples, the property at 172 School
Street must reject Alternative 1A, which
contemplates eliminating 1ts access to School
Street 1n 1its entirety and shifting it to Union
Avenue. Among other things, this would mean an
unacceptable loss of existing level yard surface.

Alternative B, which moves
thelir access Lrom School Street -- from one
section of School Street to another, may provide
less impact in this regard. But in both
alternatives, the use of the present dispatch
office building will be eliminated and must be
replaced.

As per the 173 School Street,
the analysis in tThe DEIS falils to mitlgate or
even ldentify tThe 1impact to access Tto the
bulilding once the street and lot change grades

are changed.

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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For both the 172 and 173 School
Street, the DEIS alsoc falls to identify, evaluate
and present, any mitigation measures for their
significant loss of parking, which will result
from this project.

We also note, 1incomplete
traffic studles for certaln grade crossing
elements. While 1t may be True that traffic, and
certainly safety lmprovements are reallized by The
elimination of these grade crossings, the DEIS
does not provide a complete evaluation of Tthe
changes 1n grade and property 1ngress and egress
locations to traffic flow, traffic patterns or
exlsting or future traffic control measures.

We had the opportunity to meet
with project representatives before the release
of the DETIS and have reached out for a follow-up
meeting to occur before the end of the comment
period, with the goal of addressing and resolving
These and cther issues.

We will, of course, follow up
with submittal of final written comments.

Thank vou for listening.

(Applause. )

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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THE HEARING OFFICER: Cur next
speaker 1s John Murphy.

And Mr. Murphy, if I can take a
minute.

MR. MURPHY : Certainly.

THE HEARING OFFICER: You will
be followed by Lesllie Levy;

Ravi Ramkeesoon;

Rosemary Mascali;

Rob Salvatico; and,

Ernie Fazio.

Thank vyou, Mr. Murphy.

MR. MURPHY : Hello. My name 1s
John Murphy. Floral Park resident 35 years and
proud union member for 32 years.

My concern with this project is
if it were to go through, that it's done
properly.

In November when the DEIS came
out, 1t stated many Things that would be
addressed, including sound barrier walls. When
most people think of sound barrier walls, They
think of the ones used along the highways,

usually 12 feet Tall. These walls have been used
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with great success.

If vou read the fine print of
the MTA DEIS, Table 12-7, sound attenuation walls
on retaining walls in fi1ill sections will most
likely be four feet above the top of the rail.
This big -- not a very big sound barrier wall.

StTandalone attenuating walls
will likely between six and elght feet high. A
four-foot sound barrier wall will do very little
for the loudest of trains; for example, diesel
locomotives with freight cars.

Let's not miss Tthis opportunity
to do this properly. If this project 1s done, we
need full-gize sound barrier walls.

Thank vou and God bless

America.

(Applause. )

THE HEARING OFFICER: Thank
YO u

The next speaker, Leslie Levy.

Ms. LEVY: My name 1s Leslie
Levy. I am a Vice Presidents of Residents for a

More Beautiful Syosset.

I have a guestion regarding
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Hicksville garage.

Question one is, I understand
that two garages are to be built. IT'm wondering
whether these are the same garages referred to on
page 1323 where 1t says, potentizlly construct a
new parking garage near Hicksville Station.

I'm wondering whether that 1is
part of the provisions to be made duriling
construction. My question 1s, The garages To be
built are bullt on top of existing parking lots.
Obvicusly, 1t takes Time to bulld a garage so how
will Those lots -- The people who use those lots,
how will tThey be accommodated during the
ccnstruction?

Also, will those two garages be
built simultaneously or consecutively. And that
was my Juestion.

THE HEARING OFFICER: Ckavy.

We announced at the beginning that under this
forum we're mostly listening. I'm going to close
yvour Time here. We're listening but there are
experts from DOT and Long Island Railroad 1in the
room upstalirs. There 1s an elevator 1f vou don't

want To do the stalrs. They're there Tto answer

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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your guestCions.

Ms. LEVY: They Told me 1T was
a good guestion. So I'm just suggesting vou add
it before the final EIS.

THE HEARING OFFICER: A1l
gquestions are good. Do vou have more tTestimony?

Ms5. LEVY: I would Jjust like tTo
add one thing just for general comment, That I
don't think that the frequency of service 1s the
biggest obstacle to having young people, I tThink
the cost of real estate and the high Long Island
Railrocad fares also have Lo be considered.

Thank vou.

THE HEARING OFFICER: Thank
you

Rawvi Ramkeescon i1is our next
speaker. And, please if T've mispronounced vyour

name, please don't be afraid to correct me.

MR. RAMKEESOON: You did a
perfect Jjob.

Thank vou.

Good afternoon.

My name 1s Ravili Ramkeesoon and

I am the Technology Cocordinator at the Rauch

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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Foundation and a long-time researcher for Tthe
Long Island Index.

I'd also 1like to echo the
sentiments shared by Patricia Schaefer of the
Rauch Foundation earlier.

But T won't be addressing vyou
in elther one of These capacitlies Todavy.

Instead, I'd like to address you as an
entrepreneur and the CEO of a tech start up.

And looking at 1t through those
lenses, this project becomes less about Trains
and Tralin tTracks or environmental studlies and
noise reductions, while those are wvital concerns,
fundamentally for me, 1t comes down to The role
that infrastructure plays in linking people with
opportunities and it's about the people.

When speaking with other tech
entrepreneurs, we all instinctly understand the
status guo. And that 1s, 1f vou decide to
headguarter vyour company on Long Island, vou
pretty much have to hire Long Islanders and those
that live here. The problem then becomes, 1s 1T
the brightest minds from across The country and

the world, the Harvards, the MITs, The Stanford

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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grads and other highly motivated, highly educated
voung professions who are settling in Manhattan,
BErcocoklyn and Queens?

Sc to attract this talented
workforce, a more updated transit svyvstem needs to
be implemented to 1ink these ocoutstanding peocople
with These potential opportunities.

So 1in effect, on some level 1f
vou choose To support the status guo, you're also
saying that there's no room to give ocpportunities
for the best and brightest voung professionals To
work here. And there's also no room for vyoung
entrepreneurs that live here and want to stay
here and compete on a natlonal and global level
but need to attract the necessary talent.

In the current system, voung
professionals and young entrepreneurs on Long
ITsland have to leave and go to other tech hubs
because of the talent there in order To compete.

I don't think anybody truly
wants That future but that's part of what's
causing the bralin drain. With this one project,
we have The opportunity to reverse that status

quoc and create a different future and help Turn
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that brain drain into more of a brain gain.
I support this project.
Thank vou.
(Applause. )
THE HEARING OFFICER: Cur
speaker i1is Rosemary Mascali;
Followed by Rob Salvatico;
Then Bernie Fazio.
Ms. MASCALT: Hi. My name
Rosemary Mascali. I'm Manager of Transit

Solutions, a federally funded program of The

whose mission 1s To improve Long Island's air

quallty by increasing transit ridershilip.

6/

next

MTH,

I alsoc chair the Sustainable

Transportation Committee for the U.S. Green
Building Ccocuncil's Long Island Chapter and
co-chair the annual Car Free Day Long TIsland
event.

As Manager of Transit
Solutions, I help build awareness of tThe

avallable tTranslt optlions by conducting

transportation days That many of Nassau County's

major employers and colleges, as well at

companies at the major employment centers in

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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Suffolk County, including along the Route 110
corridor and the Hauppauge Industrial Park.

AT these transportation davs, 1T
help emplovyees and students find transit
alternatives to get to work and school. In the
study area, I wvisit North Shore University
Hospital, LIJ Medical Center, tThe multi-fTenant
facility at 1111 Marcus Avenue every month and
Winthrop University Hospital on a gquarterly
basis.

I can tell vyou from this
experlence that the limited service on the main
line 1s a major inhibitor to both intra-island
and reverse peak Long Island Railroad travel.
The infrequent train service, often exacerbated
by infreguent and uncoordinated bus service,
makes total travel time intolerable for most
commuters.

This 18 evidenced by census
data that shows Tthat 70 percent of Nassau County
residents drive alone to work. The impact on the
major employment centers 1n Suffolk County 1s
even more severe as there are hour-and-a-half

blackout periocds where there's no traln service
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at all during peak travel times, making
intra-island travel from Nassau County, or
reverse commuting from New York City, impossible
for anvone with a regular nine to five job.

The economic impact to Long
ITsland of poor rewverse peak transit coptions 1is
evident when vou look at The economic growth of
White Plains and Stanford, as compared to Long
Island. Both these reglions have good Ttrack
capaclity, providing for a rilich source of manpower
from New York City, particularly of millennials
who've we've been speaking a lot today, who
prefer living in New York City but don't favor
ownling a car.

BEevond the economic benefit,

this project has major environmental benefits as

well. The tri-state area does not meet EPA air
gquality standards. Suffolk County is the worst,
by The way, of the tri-state area. And cars are

a major contributor to our poor alr guality.
This project can significantly

reduce vehicle miles traveled by providing much

needed Ttrack capacility, as well as reduce local

pollution from 1dling cars at Tthose Long Island
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Railroad grade crossings. Elimination of Tthe
grade crossing will also have a positlve 1mpact
on NYCE bus schedules as traffic i= reduced,
particularly the heavily used MZL that goes from
Lynbroock up to Great Neck, by eliminating the New
Hyde Park grade crossing.

Long Island needs this project
and I'm encouraged that the current proposal has
positive benefits for all.

Our regilional economy will
certainly beneflt. The elimination of The seven
grade crossings will make our neighborhood safer
and less nolsy and the reduced traffic will
improve our alr guality and reduce greenhouse gas
emissions.

And as I gee it, it's a win-win
for all.

Thank vou.

(Applause. )

THE HEARING OFFICER: Cur next
speaker 1s Rob Salvatico;

Followed by Ernie Fazilio.

(No response.)

THE HEARING COEFEFICER: Mr.
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Salvaticao?

(No response.)

THE HEARING OFFICER: A1l
right.

We'll skip then to Mr. Fazio
and we'll ccme back to Mr. Salvatice in a few
minutes.

MR. FAZIO: Good afternocon.

My name 1s Ernie Fazio and I am
the Chalrman of tThe Long Island Metro Business
Action.

And we -- as part of our
mizsion statement, we are advocates of better
infrastructure. I have looked at dInfrastructure
items that have transpired over the last century.
The FErie Canal, the Transcontinental Railroad,
the Panama Canal, these all changed dramatically
the economics of those times, when those things
were bullt. We could not even 1imagine not having
those kind of links 1in our history and getting to
where we are Today.

Long Island has The opportunity
to take what 1s a real gem 1n Terms of our

research centers and our places of employment and
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being more efficient. Efficlency means That
somehow all 1t filters down Lo our own

pocketbooks, that we'll get more money 1in our own

pockets.

So this seems tTo be very, very
important on that level azlone. But I want to
talk about tThe environmental part too. I read a

lot about where we get the most amount of air
pollution from automobililes and 1T 1s 1In the
thickest traffic of all. If we can eliminate a
lct of the traffic that we have at the railroad
crossings, that's good for the community. The
people who are going To benefit most by that are
The communitlies Themselves.

On the other hand, 1f we can
induce people to use railroad to go out —-- come
from Long Island to go to New York City rather

than drive a car because I can see the traffic on

the Long Island Ralilroad -- on the Long Island
Expressway every day and 1T's absurd. I mean,
I'm so glad I'm out of that -- that mizx.

Sc all of tThese benefits are
pretty obvious to most of us and, of course,

whenever you do things you are golng to disrupt
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and there 1s golng to be 1lnconvenlence. That's
what we have To live with for a short period of
time. And from that point on, we're in the plus.
And not only does it put a lot of our good
crafted people to work, it gives the rest of us
who are not crafted people an opportunity to work
even more and lmprove our own economic situation.

So the Long Island Metro
Business ActTlion supports this entirely.

(Applause. )

THE HEARING OFFICER: All
right.

Our next four speakers are:
Phil Heckler;

Jason R;

Joseph Flynn; and,

Surin Manaktala.

And, again, if I'wve
mispronounced any names, please correcht me.

Mr. Heckler.

MR. HECKLER: Hi. Good
afterncon.

My name 1s Phil Heckler. I'm on

the Hickswville Downtown Revitalization Committee.

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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I'm a member of the Hicksville Garden Civic
Assoclation and I'm President of The Hicksville
School Board. But IT'm here speaking for myself,
not for the School Board.

As T sz2id a2t the public comment
period in Hicksville on May 2Zbth, T support this
long overdue project but only 1L 1t addressed
commuter parking and pedestrian safety.

I'm very pleased Lo see tThat
the Draft EIS includes two new parking
structures.

Currently, Tthe malin growth
industry in downtown Hicksville 1is at-grade
parking lots. A businesses close, they're often
replaced by at-grade lots and this significantly
impacts downtown Hicksville -- aesthetics, a
significant portion are just these at-grade
parking lots. And the tax base -- it hurts our
tax base as these parking lots pay less Taxes
than a structure, a bullding would -- a business
would. The tax impact 1s shifted to our
residential taxpayers.

So 1t appears to me that These

proposed parking structures will go a long way To

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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solve These problems. However, I would ask that
the designated parking for Town residents 1n
these parking structures be maximized for Town
residents. This could help mitigate future
traffic congestion by limiting non-Town residents
who might decide to shift which train station
they use from another Town 1into Hicksville.

So we'd ask, again, that --
that The use by residents of these parking
structures be maximilzed.

Thank vou.

THE HEARING OFFICER: Thank
YO .

(Applause. )

THE HEARING OFFICER: A1l
right.

Our next speaker is Jason R;

Followed by Joseph Flynn.

Surin Manaktala; and,

If Rob Salvatico 1s returned,
we will hear from him as well.

MR. R: Good afternoon.

Peak rush-hour servilice 1in the

mornings and evenings are at capacility and have

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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been since The late 19850s. These TLralins are
standing room only. There's no marglin for error
whatsoever or room for improvement on the Long
Island Railroad due to the lack of track
capacity. One small disruption causes dozes of
cancelled and combined trains, and this is a
regular occurrence.

This 18 not the case with Metro
North, which in most places has three or even
four tracks and does not suffer from daily
delays, disruptions and cancellations.

Commuters from the north do not
experlience this whatscever, 1t's only on Long
Island. This is a Tterrible quality of life.
Countless hours each week wasted on delayed or
cancelled trains and this is a huge reason vyoung
families are leaving Long Island.

The Long Island Railroad is
reliably unreliable. This undisputed fact 1s one
of the single biggest reasons friends of mine
have settled 1in Westchester and northern suburbs
instead of Long Island.

Without this project, more

voung families, mine i1ncluded, will be leaving

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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7

Long Island for northern suburbs and reliable

train service.

Thank vou.

THE HEARING OFFICEK:

SOTrry. One minute.
MR .
THE
did not say your name
reminding you.
MR
THE
MR
THE
you very much.

MR .

K: Yes.

HEARING CFEFICER:

I'm =o

IT'"m assuming you're Mr. R?

But vou

and 1t's my fault for not

R: Jason R.

HEARING CFEFICER:

R: Yes.

HEARING CFEFICER:

R: Thank vou.

(Applause. )

THE

speaker, Joseph Flynn;

HEARING OFFICER:

Jason R.

Thank

Our next

Followed by Surin Manaktala;

Rob

MR.

My name

Salvatico.

FLYNN: Good afterncon.

is Joseph Flynn.

I am currently a practicing
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real estate agent at Douglas Elliman Manhasset.
I'"we also been workling at real estate companies
in Manhattan for the past two yvears now.

Currently, T do use the Long
ITsland Railroad on a daily basis. T currently am
enroclled at Baruch College, which is why --
pardon my appearance because today 1s my first
day back at school and I do have a Tralin To catch
so I have To leave as soon as possible.

Back To my polnts exactly,
dealing with tThe north shore and many
neighborhoocds on north shore and Nassau County,
many people are moving 1into central Nassau for
many different reasons. Many of those reasons
include the school districts, different tax
brackets and the Long Island Railroad being an
easy commute into Manhattan.

Now, due to the fact that New
Hyde Park, in particular, was the number one most
popular, most sought after, most wanted
neighborhoocd in Nassau County for 2016, with
Hicksville also being No. 5 in Nassau County,
making peocople want to move 1nto these

neighborhoods knowing that They have an easy ride

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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intc Manhattan.

Now as a current rider of the
Long ITsland Railroad, from New Hyde Park to Penn
Station, it is completely unreliable and due to
the fact that if the train i1s now delayed 30
minutes, I then mis=ss a c¢lass, which has a lot to
do with my grades and my future.

The fact that I have to drive
into Jamaica To Take the E train, the J Train or
the F train jJust To make sure that I get to class
on tlime, Ttotally takes away Ifrom me belng a
current resident in Nassau County and wanting To
have a career 1in Manhattan or even a future
having a Jocb in tThe City.

A few things that really I'm
unsure about 1in terms of the Long Island Railroad
making this project actuzlly possible would be,
the parking situation because as of right now,
New Hyde Park 1s one of the hardest train
statlions to find parking for. So hopefully with
that you are able to 1Increase parking 1iIn that
area.

Not only that, there 1s a fare,

the fare from New Hyde Park To Penn Station on

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
1-844-MGR-RPT(G



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

15

20

21

22

23

24

25

g0
1-17-17 LIRR AM

peak hours 1s 3$23.50. Now for pecple that are on
a budget or students that have to pay out of
pocket for their education, they can either have
a meal for two at Applebeese's or go to Manhattan
for one ride into the City at peak hours.

Personally there 1s a discount
for senlior cilitizens and I personally Think tThat
there should be a discount for students who are
commuting from Long Island into Manhattan. This
i1s why many tuitions and people who have room
board schools in Manhattan and tThe five boroughs
decide to actually live 1in the City full Time
because they don't want To commute or Tthey can't
afford to pay out of pocket for tThe commute every
month, which from New Hyde Park 1is 35242, which
schools do not cover, which is paid cut of
pocket.

Personally, T think 1t would be
great for real estate values. I've seen that
houses are selling above market value and are
having bidding wars Throughout many properties.

I also see that this would be a great move and a
great future for Long Island and I am for the

project.

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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Thank vou very much.

(Applause. )

MR. MANAKTALA: My name 1s
Surin Manaktala. T live in Farmingdale.

I would 1like to take railroad
more often if they have more service.

I would like MTA to encourage
people to take public transportation rather than
cars and taxlis and cabs like Uber and Lyft, et
cetera, who I believe have more lobbying power 1in
the States and that's why The number are

increasling and ridership of MTA 1s golng down.

Also, I want to -- does the
railroad understand that 1f fares -- profits are
taken by those modes of tTransportations. Those

modes of transportations are not good for
environment and must be regulated. T'm surprised
how come tThere are no rules vet To regulate their
numbers as There are thousands and tThousands of
cabs already running and killing and hurting our
environment.

OfTherwise the train will remailn
empty and highways and streets will be like

parking lots. Those modes of Transportations are
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in competition with the railrcocad and should be
consldered regulated.

Thank vou wvery much.

THE HEARING OFFICER: Thank
you

(Applause. )

THE HEARING OFFICER: All
right.

Az of this time, we have more
speaker on the list, Mr. Rob Salwvatico.

(No response)

THE HEARING OFFICER: All
right. If anvyvone wishes Tto speak, The

registration table 1s open.

MR. CULBERTSON: I just
registered.

Okavy.

MR. CULBERTSON: T have my

card.

THE HEARING OFFICER: Why don't
you come on uUp and state your name and your
affiliation.

MR. CULBERTSON: Good

afternoon. I"'m with the Right Track, Long Island

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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Coalition.

THE HEARING OFFICER: Your
name?

My name 15 John Culbertson.
That's spelled, C-u-l-b-e-r-t-s-o-n.

And IT'm a -- the president of a
company called I Plan Access. We do
infrastructure planning and I'm alsc on tThe board
of directors of Long Island Software and
Technology Network.

I have a whole bunch of notes
here that since I'm last, I don't think there's a
subject that hasn't been covered right now. SO
I'm just goling to kind of speak as a business
person, a commuter and a parent here on Long
Island.

Currently, T use the Long
ITsland Railroad. T live in St. James. M~
businesgs 1s 1n Smithtown and I use it a few times
a month. It's Important when I go there. I
don't use the Port Jeff line because 1T's TLoo
antiquated. It takes forever to get 1n. So I go
to Ronkonkoma. And Ronkonkoma hits bottlenecks,

as we know.

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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I always have To leave earlier
than I have to get Tthere because of all the
delavs because the business meetings I have in
Manhattan cost me a ton of money if they aren't
made and people don't want to hear 1f you'wve been
late if you've been going to an appointment and
there's 15, 20 people walting for vyou. SO you
have To go earlier. So Tthere's a big problem
with The bottleneck here that we're talking
about.

As a parent, a -- my children,
my daughter and her husband lived for a few years
in Hoboken. For the obvious reason, They work in
Manhattan and They wanted to come back here and
they have, they're here now. And they're
commuters, full-time commuters. And my son lives
in Ronkonkoma now. He Jjust moved in, he's
getting married and he's going to be using the
railroad as well.

I hope -- what happens 1is,
their gquality of 1life 1s totally changed when
they have children they can't get back home after
work. Obviously, 1t's a real hard thing To get

to work and these masslive outlings That happen all

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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too frequently caused by the lack of another
track 1is unconscionable That 1t's not being
fixed.

That -- and I'd 1like to talk
from my business, I do infrastructure planning
and broadband communications. And T kind of
worked with Cablevision, Lightpath, bullding
these fiber optic networks and the like. I want
vou to envislion 1f we had a backbone, which the
railroad is, especlially this Ttrunk line right
here and 1t was very small and didn't have enocugh
bandwidth, as it's called. And the homeowners
weren't able To get to thelr banking interests,
thelir schools or anything because There's a
constant backup and delays and congestion.

Obviously, that's uncomfortable
for fcoclks that want to live here. The truth be
told 18 many of the folks would leave 1f there
weren't more information systems avallable.

I look at people as bilits and
bytes. The trains as packets and the railroad
trunk lines as the backbone o©of The internet.

I think right now 1if we don't

fix this, we're golng to have folks leaving, my

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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children included, to go to places where -- are
growling, The City's growing. That 1s where all
the professional jobs are. The children still
want to live on Long Island. They do want
transit-oriented development. They want To stay
around the train stations and they want to live
the life That They had, like vou know, 1in
Hoboken.

I am a proponent for this. I'm
a proponent for transit-oriented development. I
support this and just everybody I know supports
that and I Just wanted Tto glve my opinilion.

(Applause. )

THE HEARING OFFICER: Thank
you

A1l right.

IT'm being signaled that we have
another speaker. So while we're waiting for that
name, I will Just remind everyone that 1T vyou
haven't signed up to speak, There's plenty of
time tTo do so. We're going To be here for a
couple of hours. We'll be here again Tthis
evening. So stop by the registration table, give
your name, come Uup. We want To hear your polint

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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of view.

Thank vou.

And our next speaker is Peter
Gaffney.

When vyvou come to the
microphone, please restate vour name and vyour
affiliation, 1f vou're assocliated with an
organization.

MR. GAFFNEY: Thank you.

My name 1s Pete Gaffney. I
reside 1n Westbury, Carle Place School District.

I am a member of The Carle
Place Clivic Association but I'm Jjust speaking on
my own.

I do commend Governor Cuomo and
the MTA, Long Island Railroad for having this
initial sessions. And T've been involved and
asked many, many questions from the initial
scopling document on through through the
environmental statement.

It jJust seems tThat the overall
scoplng process 1n terms of the hamlet of Carle
Place, 1t's —-- 1t's actually a very bilg

disappolntment to me. It Just seems that it's
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been neglected. I mean, evervybody's talking
about the parking and how the increase in terms
of parking. Well, the reality is, is that
currently we have 14 parking spaces that zare
direct. ITt's going to be reduced to fiwve. Plus,
it's also going to impede with the right-of-wavy
in terms of a parking lot that only has one
access polnt.

If there's a fire or a safety
or some concern that way, there's going to be
blockage and people won't be able Tto get Through.
So I think that's a real valid safety concern.

The other safety concern that I
have 18 closure on some of our bridge overpasses.
Very little discussion was done on that. Cherrvy
Lane, if 1t 1is closed, how 15 the fire department
going to respond to any sort of fire or whatever
south of the closure of the bridge? They're
golng to have to go up Tto Elllson Avenue and now
we're Talking about adding 15 to 18 minutes of
crisls time that could prevent, vyou know, a fire
or an emergency situation, an 1llness and even
posslibly a death.

That's a big concern. That

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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needs to stay open.

The other thing is Glen Cove
Road. That area over there 1s probably the
second highest traffic road that's going on
besides 01d Country Road. Fvervbody knows that.
Tt's become a parking lot, especially on
weekends. You can't close that even on a
weekend. It has to be done probably at night
time, at nine o'clock and be done by business
hours.

There's fcur-and-a-half million
square foot of retall space that's over 1in that
particular area. I'm sure closing Glen Cove Road
1s golng to upset an awful lot of commuters and
shoppers and things like that.

The other things is, just on a
larger scale, is that if they're looking to
reduce some of the traffic, maybe the Long ITsland
Railroad can work Nassau County and tThe Town of
Hempstead to close some of Tthe retail spots that
actually go up to -- that cross Cherry Lane.
That'll reduce congestion while This construction
1s golng on.

I'm not for it. I'm not

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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against 1t. I Just want Carle Place to have Tthe
right thing. I mean, closure of Tthe entire
station for upwards of a yvear is ridiculous.
Okav. And what's going to affect the local
retailers that are in the Carle Place community?
Some of them just live month to month. With that
logs of that economy, I expect a few of the
businesses to go out.

The other thing that I just --
I'"ll end up creating some summaries and I'1ll1l
speak additionally later on.

Thank vou.

THE HEARING COEFEFICER: Thank

Do we have any other speakers
at this time?

(No response.)

20

THE HEARING OFFICEK: IT'"11 call

again, the name Rob Salvatico?

(No response.)

THE HEARING OFFICER: Mr.
Salvatico, 1f you're here, this 1s vyour
opportunity.

(No response.)

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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THE HEARING OFFICER: All
right.

Then ladies and gentlemen,
thank vou.

We're going to take a brief
break but our registration table remains open and
if vou have declded That yvou wish Lo spealk,
please sign up and we'll be happy Tto hear vyour
comments.

Thank vou.

(At 12:458 p.m., Tthe hearing was
temporarlily recessed. )

(At 1:33 p.m., Tthe hearing
resumed. )

THE HEARING OFFICER: Ckavy.
Ladies and gentlemen, we have a couple of other
speakers who've signed up.

Once again, I'm going to remind
the speakers, when I call you to the microphone,
please state your name and your affiliation 1t
vou are affiliated with an organization and then
vou will have three minutes To speak.

Our next speaker 1s:

Andrew Sparberqg.

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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Mr. Sparberg.

MR. SPARBERG: Good afternoon,
ladies and gentlemen.

My name 15 Andrew Sparberg.

IT'm a retired Long Island Railroad manager and a
long-time Nassau County resident, total of LS8
vears, by the way.

And I want to glive you my
honest, professional oplinion why the main line,
third track 1s essentlal To our future here 1in
Nassau County.

When I was at the Long Island
Railroad for the last dozen years of my
employment, I was a manager 1n charge of
documenting and summarizing all train delays and
train performance. The biggest daily challenge
of the Long Tsland Railroad is that its intense
rush hour schedule is coupled with a very
constralned operating environment and there are
many locatlions where even a minor Ttraln delay can
cause ripple effects up and down The line.

Penn Station and Jamalca may
come to mind right away but the main line between

Floral Park and Hicksville 1s equally congested

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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and 1t's certainly a bad chokepolint.

Chapter 10 of the EIS did an
excellent job documenting the daily challenges of
operating the intense train traffic through this
area. It noted that both tracks are required for
the predominant rush hour mode for about 90
minutes during each rush hour 1in the morning and
in the evening.

When one of the tracks can't be
used because of a traln cor 1nfrastructure
problem, the delays magnify quickly because two
tracks worth of Train service must be restricted
to the remaining single tTrack.

The third track will provide a
needed relief wvalve to mitigate all the impacts.
The third track will also unclog this essential
train traffic corridor and allow the Railroad to
finally have true reverse peak service on the
maln line between Mineola and -- sorry, between
Floral Park and between Hicksville.

And along that corridor are
important employment centers, such as Mineola and
Hicksville where workers coming from the west wvia

public transportation today are generally

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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restricted just to the very slow bus service
coming out of Queens.

Fven more important than the
train service improvement with a third track is
the elimination of the seven grade crossings in
the project area.

I thought 1t was gulite
noteworthy tThat The Three crossings 1in the
immediate vicinlity of New Hyde Park Station;
Covert Avenue, South 12th Street and New Hyde
Park Rcad accounted for 54 of the 66 Train
vehicle collisions and Three of the five fatal
collisions during the three-vyear period
documented on that page.

For these reason alone, the
project should be proceed full speed ahead.
These grade crossings —-- the elimination of these
grade crossings i1s a community benefit that a lot
of people really don't reallze. Removing the
conflicts between tralns and motor vehlcles,
reduce these acclidents to zero and greatly
enhance travel safety for motorists, pedestrians
and ralilroad customers.

An argument that the opponents

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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are gliving 1s that the project will interfere
with The free movement of emergency vehicles
between either side of the tracks. That is a
phony argument. Right now the freguent grade
crossing blockages impede the movement of
emergency vehicles in those situations.
Eliminating the seven grade crosslings mean TChat
-— will mean that emergency vehicles will never
have To walt for a Train to pass, enhancing
public safety 1in tThe 1mpacted communitilies.

In March 1952, a month prior to
the commencement of my own Long Island Railroad
career, a LTerrible acclident occurred at tThe
Herricks Rocad grade crossling between the Maryland
Avenue and Mineola Staticons that killed nine
voung adults. During my time at the Long Island
Railroad, this crossing was finally grade
separated and provisions were included in that
project for adding a Tthird track 1in that viclinity
without any additional future property taklings.
And that was 1in the late 199%0s3.

So hasn't encough time passed?
It's time To finish this Job.

One final point is that the

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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Long Island's Peer commuter rallroads 1In this
region, Metro North and New Jersey Transit have
many three and four track main line rights-of-way
on their busiest routes that are also completely
grade separated.

Along these routes are
communities such as Stanford, White Plains and
New Brunswick that have the advantages of high
quallity peak direction and reverse peak raill
service and that's why they are both bedroom
communities and suburban employment centers,
generating significant Tax revenues for those
communities.

Building the Long Island
Railrcad third track on the main line and
eliminating the grade c¢crossings will give Nassau
County 1ts own high tech corridor.

So thank vou and let's hope
this project gets finlished.

THE HEARING COEFEFICER: Thank

We have another speaker.
John Viscusi.

Is Mr. Viscusi in the room?

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
1-844-MGR-RPT(G
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(No response.)

THE HEARING OFFICER: All
right.

We'll take a brief break. T
understand that he may have gone up to view some
of the displays in the upstairs room.

We'll Take ancother brief break
until then.

{Brief recess.)

THE HEARING OFFICER: Hello.
Dc I have The honor of Mr. John Viscusi's
presencet

MR. VISCUSI: That's me.

THE HEARING OFFICER: All
right.

Well, thank vou.

You are our next speaker. Tr11
remind vou, Jjust say yvour name and affiliztion,
if any, at the start of your Ttestimony.

MR. VISCUSTI: Okav. John
Viscusi, Carle Place Cilivic Assocliation, 89 Broad
Mill Lane, Westbury, New York.

My public comment mostly

concerns with tThe retaining wall along the north

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
1-844-MGR-RPT(G



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

15

20

21

22

23

24

25

98
1-17-17 LIRR AM

side of Tthe railrcad tracks between the
Meadowbrook Parkway and Cherry Lane and the Carle
Flazce Railroad Station and on the south =side, a
portion of it, which 1s also known as Atlantic
Avenue.

The guestion/issue 1is retaining
wall with The sound barrier. I'm looking Lo get,
if it's at all possible, vegetation planted That
can replace the existing trees that are There now
on both sides.

Also, moving eastward towards
the train station, I understand -- I Just found
out that They're replacing Tthe entire Cherry Lane
Bridge, which we're obviously going tTo need to
figure that out as far as logistics with
commuters, sgchool children and sgstuff 1like that,
school buses, how that's going to work in.

Also, looking to add possibly a
decorative wall on the south side of The Train
station between Cherry Lane and the Carle Place,
Charles Fuschillo Park. There are about a dozen
reglidents That are on the south side of the
platform that the Ttralin station existing as 1t 1s

now loocks into Tthelir backyards. And we're looking

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
1-844-MGR-RPT(G
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for some sort of vegetation or a decorative wall
to possibly shield the statlion lights, stuff like
that that has been there, 1s ongoing there for
the last several vyears.

We're looking to get the
railroad, the Long Island Railroad to replace the
exlsting kiosk, the ticket kiosk so that 1t can
be more beneficlial to add 24 hour -- I apologlze,
monthly tickets and all sorts of other kinds of
tickets, maybe a Metro card purchases also that
can be easily purchased by the commuters of Carle
Place instead of them going to Mineola or to
Hicksville To buy thelr monthly Ticket, they can
actually buy 1t at the Carle Place Train Station.

I understand now there's
going to be access on the north side of the train
station from Carle Road, which is definitely a
plus to match the access on the south side for
some of the reslidents who are on the western part
of the d1ncorporated village of Westbury from
FEllison Avenue back Towards Carle Road.

And Tthat's basically 1t. We're
Just looking to have the areas 1in guestion with

vegetation to kind of maybe address the issue of

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
1-844-MGR-RPT(G
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having a wall in front of the people on the north
side of Atlantic Avenue.

I think that's 1it.

IT'm fully aware of all the
modernization of the station, tThe amenities that
are going to be there, that some of -- T'11 have
to say most of The ridership will be very pleased
to hear about if the project does go through.

And, also, some of the
residents -- commuters are also locoking for
enhancement 1i1n the train scheduling. So T
understand that that'll be probably further --
once the train, the Track 1is added and the -- The
service has been restored, that the scheduling
will be enhanced so it can offer more trains to
Carle Place residents during the day time hours
and evening hours.

That 18 my public comment.

Thank vou for vyour Time.

THE HEARING COEFEFICER: Thank

Is there anyone in this room --
we don't have many people with us right now, 1L

vou were Thinking about tTestifying, please feel

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
1-844-MGR-RPT(G
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free. The registration table 1s open. Sign up.

There are also other ways To
comment. You can comment until February 1bth on
our website, www.amodernli.com. Or vou can stop
by our project office at the Mineola Station.

Once again, we're going to
break for a brief recess until we have more
speakers.

Thank vou.

(At 1:40 p.m., the hearing was
temporarlily recessed. )

(At 1:59 p.m., the hearing was
resumed. )

THE HEARING OFFICER: Ladies
and gentlemen, we have no further speakers at
this time. We will be closing this hearing.

We will be back again this
evening at six o'clock for a second hearing at
This same location.

Thank vou for Joinling us.

(At 2:00 p.m., the proceedings

were concluded. )

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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BETATE OF HNEW YORE ]
s8.

COUNTY OF HEW YORE |

I, MAERC EUS830, a Zhorthand
(2tenotype) Reporter and Notary Pubklic within and
for the State of New York, do hereby certify that
the foregoeing pages 1 through 102, taken at the
time and place aforeszaid, i1z a true and correct
transcripticen of my shorthand notes.

IN WITHEZS WHERECF, I hawve
hereunte =zet my name thisz 30th day of January,
2017,

MARC ERUS30
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NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

MTA/LONG ISLAND RAIL ROAD

LONG ISLAND RATL ROAD EXPANSION PROJECT

RE: DEIS PUBLIC HEARING

Yes We Can Community Center
141 Garden Street

Westbury, New York

January 17, 2017

6:35 p.m. - 6:36 p.m.

STENOGRAPHIC TRANSCRIPTION OF PRIVATE COMMENTS OF
RON ENICLERICO

REPORTED BY: Niceole Ellis, Stenographer

MGR Reporting, Inc.
1-844-MGR-RPTG
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MR. ENICLERICO: I just want
te say as a commuter of more than ten
years, I strongly support the project.

I strongly support the
project, the Long Island Railroad -- I'm
sorry, Long Island infrastructure --
infrastructure in Long Island, and the
Long Island Railrcad in particular, are in
need of an overhaul and this plan is
exactly the kind of first step that's
necessary to address the over congestion
of the island.

Thank vyou.

MGR Reporting, Inc.
1-844-MGR-RPTG
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CERTIVFIOCATE

STATE OF NEW YORK )
B55.:
COUNTY CF QUEENS )

I, NICOLE ELLIS, a Notary Public for and
within the State of New York, do hereby certify:

I reported the proceedings in the
within-entitled matter, and that the within
transcript is a true record of such proceedings.

I further certify that I am not related to
any of the parties to this action by blood or by
marriage and that I am in no way interested in the
outcome of this matter.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my

hand this 17th day of January 2017.

UL (e

NICOLE ELLIS

MGR Reporting, Inc.
1-844-MGR-RPTG
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NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

MTA/LONG ISLAND RAIL ROAD

LONG ISLAND RATL ROAD EXPANSION PROJECT

RE: DEIS PUBLIC HEARING

Yes We Can Community Center
141 Garden Street

Westbury, New York

January 17, 2017

6:14 p.m. - 6:16 p.m.

STENOGRAPHIC TRANSCRIPTION OF PRIVATE COMMENTS OF
RONALD NOTTARANTONIO

REPORTED BY: Niceole Ellis, Stenographer

MGR Reporting, Inc.
1-844-MGR-RPTG
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MR. NOTTARANTONIO: My name
is Ronald Nottarantonio.

I'd like to make a statement
about the eminent domain situation on
Urban Avenue, stating that I'd like to
have some input in regards to a piece of
property that I own that is spoken as
possibly being Eminent Domained -- how
would you put that? -- I'd like to help
fashion the deal between DOT and the Rail
Road so that it works well for all of us.

I'm for the proposal, but I
would like to make it as minimally
intrusive so that it doesn't have a big
impact on my business. I have a cement
company that needs property, but I'm
willing to work with the Rail Road and the
DOT so as to -- my company is Commercial
Concrete in Westbury on Rushmore Street,
which is the property that -- my property
is between Rushmore and Urbkan.

I have a right-of-way from
both streets that I would consider using
to fashion a deal as an option for making

it easier for other properties on Urban

MGR Reporting, Inc.
1-844-MGR-RPTG
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Avenue,

much.

if it helps.

That's it. Thank you very

MGR Reporting, Inc.
1-844-MGR-RPTG
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CERTIVFIOCATE

STATE OF NEW YORK )
B55.:
COUNTY CF QUEENS )

I, NICOLE ELLIS, a Notary Public for and
within the State of New York, do hereby certify:

I reported the proceedings in the
within-entitled matter, and that the within
transcript is a true record of such proceedings.

I further certify that I am not related to
any of the parties to this action by blood or by
marriage and that I am in no way interested in the
outcome of this matter.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my

hand this 17th day of January 2017.

UL (e

NICOLE ELLIS

MGR Reporting, Inc.
1-844-MGR-RPTG
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1-17-17 LIRR PM

NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATIOCN

MTA/LONG ISLAND RAILROAD

LONG ISLAND RAILROAD EXPANSION PROJECT

B E F O R E

RE: DEIS PUEBLIC HEARING

Yeg We Can Community Center
141 Garden Street

Westbury, New York

January 17, 2017

b:28 P.M.

SUSAN MC GOWAN,

THE HEARING OFEFICER

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
1-844-MGR-RPTG
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1-17-17 LIRR PM

AP PEARANCE S

Elisa Picca
FExecutive Vice President of the

Long Island Railroad .......00eoo... 5

Susan McGowan
Long Island Rallroad General Manager

Public Affairs & i i i i i e e e e e et e e e e e 10

Ed Dumas

Vice Preslident Market Development, LIRR

Joseph Zacharia

Project Manager New York State Department

of Transportation

ATLSO PRESENT:

Other Project Participants
The Public
The Press
The Medla
Marc Russo,

Stenographer

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
1-844-MGR-RPTG
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1-17-17 LIRR PM
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P ROCEUEDTINGS

Ms. PICCA: Good evening.

If vou'd take vyour seats, we'lre
ready To begin our program this evening.

Good evening and thank vyvou for
attending today's public meeting for the Long
Island Railroad Expanslion Project.

My name 1is Elisa Plcca. I'm the
Executive Vice President of the Long Island
Railroad.

In Just a moment we'll be golng
through our program for Today.

But first, I'd like vyou to
invite vyvou to stand and say the Pledge of
Allegiance.

(Pledge of Allegiance.)

M3. PICCA: Thank you wvery much.
And thank you for taking the time from vour busy
schedules To be here Tthis evening. Your input and
feedback to This project are crucial and they are
greatly appreciated.

This public meeting is part of a
robust community outreach process for the Long

Island Railroad Expansion Project that began last

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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vear and 1t will continue Throughout the project
duration.

In a moment, we're going to show
vou a video about the proposed project. After
that, we will take comments from those who have
registered to speak. For those of vou who would
like to speak and have not vet reglstered, we
encourage you tTo do so. There's still plenty of
time and you can sign up at The tTable 1n the
lobby.

The purpose of Thlis meetling 1s
to discuss The Long Island Rallroad Expansion
Project and, in particular, the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement, or Draft EIS, that
was released on November 28th, 2016.

The environmental process began
last spring with the release of a Draft Scoping
Document and continued through the summer with the
release of the Final Scopiling Document.

Since that time, we have
performed extensive environmental analyses, which
are presented in the Draft EIS. The report 1is
avallable on our project website,

Www.amodernli.com.

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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It's also availlable at local
village halls and libraries along the project
corridor and at our Project Information Center at
the Mineola train station.

In response to public reguests
for more time to comment on the Draft EIS,
Governor Cuomo has extCended the comment period
until February 15th, 2017 at 2:00 p.m.

The Draft EIS comment perlod for
this project was already longer tThan those for
much larger projects, such as the Second Avenue
Subway and the new Tappan Zee Bridge. Now because
of your 1nput, There's even more time tTo comment.

When Governor Cucmo Llrst
announced this project, he made it clear that it
would be completely different from prior
proposals. Unlike prior proposals, the third track
would be built entirely within the Long Island
Railroad right-of-way.

Since the Governcr's
announcement over one year ago, we have
implemented an unprecedented public outreach
program. Thanks to your 1input, we have made

commlitments:

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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To take no residential
properties;

To modify all seven grade
crossings in the project area;

To add sound attenuation walls;

To 1improve passenger rail
stTatlons with enhancements such as full-length
platforms;

To add more than 2,000
additional parking spaces; and,

To use I1nncvatlive methods To
speed constructlion and minimize 1ts 1mpacts.

All of these project elements

are examples of ocour commitment To community

outreach. Your input is important to us and it is

important to the process.

Your ccmments will be entered
into the public record and reviewed accordingly.
While we are here at a formal public hearing,
there are many other ocutreach efforts and
opportunities to comment.

Our project Team has held
hundreds of meetings with local officials,

business leaders and residents and many of The

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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members of our team are here Today To listen to
your comments.

We've maintained our Project
Information office at the Mineola station on the
south side platform. The hours are posted on our
website. We encourage everybody to visit, discuss
the project and submitf comments.

You also can provide comments on
the project website or by e-mail to:

infofamodernli.com.

Finally, we have visited all
resldential propertlies that share a property line
with The Long Island Rallroad multiple times, and
as recently as last week, Tto remind residents
about these public hearings.

Now I'd 1like to turn vyour
attention tc a short video that will discuss the
project need and highlight i1its benefits, which
include Improved service reliability, salfety and
quallty of 1ife. The project would add much
needed capaclity To Tthe malin line and eliminate all
street level grade crossings within TtThe project
area.

Incorporating extensive 1nput

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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from local communities, the project team 1is
exploring nelighbor-friendly and innovative
construction methods and practices to keep the
impact of construction as minimal as possible.

(Video presentation.)

(Applause. )

Ms5. PICCA: Thank vou.

Now I'd like To intrcocduce our
representatives from the Long Island Railroad and
New York State Department of Transportation, as
well as our Hearing Cfficer.

To my far right, we have Mr. Ed
Dumas, who 1s the Vice President of Market
Development and Public Affairs at the Long Island
Railroad.

Seated next to Dconna i1s Mr.
Joseph Zacharia, Project Manager at the New York
State Department of Transportation; and,

To my immediate right 1is Ms.
Susan McGowan, Long Island Rallroad General
Manager of Public Affalrs.

Susan will serve as our Hearing
Officer today and I will turn the meeting over to

her at this time.
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THE HEARING OFFICER: Thank
vou, Elisa.

Welcome, evervbody.

And thank vyvou for joining us
tonight.

Before we begin, we have a few
procedural items so I hope vyvou'll bear witTh me.

This public meeting 1is an
opportunity to hear from yvou regarding the
project's environmental review process, 1in
particular, The Draft Environmental Impact
Statement, or Draft EIS.

The Draft EIS includes a wide
range of technical analyses on toplics such as:

Air gquality;

Noilse;

Land Use;

Socioeconomics;

Traffic;

Parking; and much more.

It also reviews any potential
property impacts from Tthe proposed project,
including easements and commercial property

acqulsitions.

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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Todavyv's proceedings serve as the
public hearing 1in accordance with Tthe New York
State Eminent Domain Procedures Law, or EDPL.

As Vice President Picca noted
earlier, no permanent takings of residential
property will be needed for this project.

Building station platform areas,
retalining walls and LIRR infrastructure along The
entire 9.8 mile project corridor would require no
full property takings of any Type. It would
requlire four partial acgulsitions of
non-residential properties, which would not affect
any structure.

It would also regquire three
permanent or temporary easements of
non-residentizal properties and one temporary
easement at a multi-family cooperative residential
property.

Multiple options at tThe seven
grade crossing locations were also evaluated. For
these grade crossling options, we have 1dentified
full acguisitions of up Tto four commercial
properties for which The State will work with the

owners To provide relocatlon assistance within

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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Thelr communities.

In addition, partial
acquisitions affecting eight non-residential
properties could be needed but in all situations
this will not affect the continued operation of
the businesses.

Finally, The grade crossing work
may need some permanent rights To access some
parcels of commercial property during and after
construction and some temporary rights To access
other parcels of property during and after
construction 1in connectlion with the construction
or malntenance needs after constructlon. Ncne of
these rights of access will permanently impact the
operation of tThe businesses affected.

For complete details about the
grade crossing options, please refer to the DETS
or visit the DOT table in the open house area
upstalirs this evening.

Again, no permanent takings of
reslidential property will be needed for this
project.

Those who may be 1lmpacted by

property acquisitlions have already been contacted

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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by the State. Pursuant to the EDPL, the project
Team has studied the proposed project and 1is able
to determine the relocation reguirements for each
grade crossing option and determined which plan
would be preferable.

This infeormation will be
consldered along with other relevant factors when
selecting the project's final design.

New York State DOT and Empilire
State Development wlill provide extensive support
for the four commercial properties That may be
fully acguired with day-to-day relocation
asslstance as necessary, 1ncluding:

Help in finding suiltable
replacement sites;

Reestablishment expenses; and,

A wvariety of moving expenses
options.

The State has studied the lcoccal
real estate market and has concluded that there
will be a sufficient number of replacement
properties to satlisfy Tthe needs of any displaced
commerclal occupant, 1rrespective of Tthe design

option selected. Property acguisition would not
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commence untlil the final design option has been
approved.

Fach affected property owner
will be contacted by a real estate specialist who
will explain the proposed construction and the
acquisition process. Any potentially impacted
property owners present may vislit The DOT table 1in
the open house here tThis evenling up until the end
of TtThis hearing for further details about the
project or to ask any guestions they may have.

Now 1n order to glve public
comment, we asked that, 1f vou haven't done so
already, that you sign up outside at the
reglstration table.

We're z2lso asking that evervone
limit their comments to three minutes, and that's
intended to give everyone a chance to speak.

Again, this meeting is not the
only opportunity that you'll have To comment on
this project. You can continue to provide
comments through February 15th at the project
office at the Mineola station, by mall or online
at: www.amodernll.com.

We have representatives and

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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experts here from the Long Island Rallroad and the
New York State Department of Transportation, who
available to consult with vou on the project and
they are in the open house room upstairs.

If vou prefer to give comments
privately, because we know That not evervbody
likes speaking in front of a crowd, vyou can sign
up at the front desk and glve your comments to a
private stenographer, who will make sure That your
comments become part of the permanent record.

Now, bhecause this 1s a formal
hearing and because we are entering your comments
into the public record, we will not be responding
to your comments or answerling guestions from the
stage. However, we do have staff here in the
building who will do their best to answer your
gquestions and concerns and they're, again, in the
open house room.

Now 1T vou have any special
needs, please find a staff member and we'll do our
best tc address those needs.

And one final thing, 1f vyou
haven't already done so, we ask That you please

turn your cell phones to silent.

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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And I'm goling To be calling the
names of The first five speakers. When I call
those names, we ask that those speakers come and
sit in the front row. So when I call vour name to
speak, vou'll near the microphone.

There are two microphones, one
on the left and on The right. And after I call
the first five speakers, I'll call the name of the
next speaker. When vou come up To speak, please
glve your name and your affillation and 1if vou're
assoclated with any organization. And Then vyou'll
have Three minutes To speak.

There 1s a timer, 1t's a
countdown clock. It will show as green until vou
have 30 seconds. Then it will turn yvellow. And
finally when the three minutes are up, it will
turn red. So i1if vou're not sure, TI'll give vyou a
very Jgentle reminder.

So the first five speakers are:

Peter Cavallaro;

Beaumont Jefferson;

Gecrge Ginsberg;

Dennis Feeney; and,

Bill Longnecker.

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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And 1if I've mispronounced any
names, please left me know.

Our first speaker 1s the
Honorable Peter Cavallaro, Mavyvor of Westbury.

MR. CAVALLARO: Good evening.

T am Peter Cawvallaro, the Mayor
of The Village of Westbury. I'm also here with
Trustee Beaumont Jefferson and Deputy Mayor Joan
Boes from the Village.

I want to thank the Long Island
Railroad and the MTA for holding this hearing.

I know 1t's required by law but
I want to thank you for making it convenient for
those residents from my part of The community to
be here.

I also want to thank members of
the staff of the Long Island Railroad, the MTA,
the Department of Transportation and all the other
people who have worked on this project Thus far.
We found everybody to be very cooperatlive and open
and we apprecliate that so we can relay all the
information back Lo ocur residents and express
thelr concerns, you know, 1n a very convenlient

manner.

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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And I also want to Tthank
Governor Cuomo for the extenslion of Time. A lot
of he other municipal officials made that reguest
because they felt that they needed more time to
review the DEI3S. Tt's a wvery complex document and
sc I want tce thank the Governor for that
additiconal time.

The Village of Westbury, we're
in the process of finishing our review of the
DEIS. We have staff and other professionals who
are reviewling 1t. And we are, 1n general, pleased
that many of The comments that we had made during
the scopling document -- we had submitted an
extensive letter 1n response Lo the scoping
document and many of those issues have been
addressed in the DREIS.

And so we've been very, or
generally supportive of the project from when it
was announced. We have concerns that we continue
to have that we've expressed and we've had many
opportunities to do tThat. But we are pleased tThat
the DEIS has taken great lengths to really address
many of those concerns.

We're particularly happy that

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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some of the mitigatlion efforts were measures That
we had suggested are lncorporated, as you noted,
including the elimination of the grade crossing at
School Street but also, the providing of
additional parking resources at the Westbury train
station, which are sorely needed, especially 1if
service —-- Lraln service 1s golng Lo 1lncrease 1n
the future as projected.

We will be submitting a formal
ccmment letter tc -- Lo The DEIS and 1t will
coutline some of The continuling concerns we have,
continulng areas of revliew Tthat we think an
analysis needs to be done.

I'm just golng to tick off a
couple of things that will be included in that
comment letter in more detail. But we do believe
that there needs to be more traffic analysis as it
relates to Post Avenues as the construction is
taking place because the DEIS was a little bit
Thin on scme of tThat evaluation.

Also, very Important to the
resldents who own properties adjacent, we think
the DEIS needs Tto include a property valuation

assessment as To how The project will affect theilr

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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property wvalues and what mitigation may be
approprlate.

And we also believe, even though
it's not in the Village, that more analysis needs
to be done with respect to the Carle Place train
station and how that's going to be handled going
forward, 1f at all, Through this process.

Sc I want To thank the Governor
agaln and the staff and the MTA and the Long
Island Railroad.

We think The process has been
very open and we apprecliate that.

I also want to particularly
recognize Lisa Black and John McCarthy, as well as
Marion Ella from the Governor's sgtaff, who have
really been very interactive with us and we
appreciate that, having them really at our
disposal any time we have guestions, They've been
very responslve.

Sc we continue To remailn
supportive of tThe project as long as those
concerns that have been ralised by us and tThe other
concerned parties and stakeholders are addressed.

But we Think tThe DEIS has thus far done a very

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
1-844-MGR-RPTG



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

15

20

21

22

23

24

25

21
1-17-17 LIRR PM

goocd Job and a good faith Jjob 1in doing that and we
look forward to working with the Railroad and tThe
ofther staff members as we go forward.

Thank vou.

(Applause. )

THE HEARING OFFICER: Clkavy. Oour
next speaker 1s The Honorable Beaumont Jefferson,
Westbury Village Trustee.

MR. JEFFERSON: Hi, good
evening.

And thank you for giving me the
opportunity to speak tonight.

Thank vou for the hearings tThat
are scheduled. I think it's a great opportunity
to get the feedback on the DEIS.

As the Mayor said, the Village
of Westbury i1is generally in support. IT'm in
support of this project also.

There's some Things that also
glves us some concern and we look forward tTo
continulng that conversatlion and also having vou
take a look at some of our nelghbors and their
concerns, which are much different than some of

the concerns 1in Westbury.
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I think it's a project That will
cause some 1lnconvenlence, some 1interruptions 1in
services, obviously folks who live close to the
Rzailroad, vou know, tThey would have greater
concerns and it's going to be a big change for
some people but I think that that all is on the
scale of Things, small, considering what we will
galn.

And some of the pros I feel 1t
will have is better service, i1nvestment in The
infrastructure for the future, which I tThink would
be fantastic 1if we have new stations, better
service.

Also, as we continue to grow
Long Island we need more capacity. T think that's
fantastic.

The safety, The elimination of
the grade crossings. T think that from a safety
perspective and a nolse perspective would be
fantastic.

And jobs. If we're talking --
I'm in support of 1t because I think that one, all
the pros that I mentioned are great but also, 1t

glves us an opportunity to create Jjobs, to alsoc --
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we don't know when we'll have an opportunity To
actually have tThis type of investment 1in our
community again.

The upgraded tracks and it also
allows Long Island, as I mentioned before, to
continue to grow. But one of the things that T

also saw That I think 1s great, 1f vou have more

capaclty —-- obviocusly we live on an 1island. We've
had 1in the last couple of -- probably -- 1in 2012
we had Hurricane Sandy. We don't know what the

future brings. With the increased capacity, 1t
we're able To get more people off the Island as

quickly as possible, that would be fantastic.

And the -- the Impact 1s my only
concern. Again, this is fantastic that we have
the opportunity to speak. I wanted to just come

and tell vou my support but to also tell you that
we'll continue to monitor the project and work
with you and, also, we're concerned about, vyou
know, The negatlive 1mpact but I think the negative
impact 1s -- 1s really Insignificant when vyou
conslider the positives and what this will do for
us 1in the future.

So thank vyvou for this

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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opportunity.

Thanks.

(Applause. )

THE HEARING OFFICER: Our next
speaker, George Ginsburg.

MR. GINSEURG: George Ginsburg,
no atffiliation.

With five whole branches of the
Long Island Railroad funneling into one main line
corridor between Floral Park and Hickswville, I
know 1T makes sense TCo open up that one main line
cocrridor frocm Twe Tracks to tThree Tracks.

Even with staggered schedules
amongst the branches, the high freguency of Trains
running during rush hour, the third track could
allow more trains to run 1in parallel to get
through the main line corridor.

Naturally this would save time
compared to Tthe current situation where often your
train is crawling while walting for another train
to go ahead of your Train.

The third track project will
eliminate seven grade crossings. This 1s huge

because 1t will eliminate all the respective train

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
1-844-MGR-RPTG



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

15

20

21

22

23

24

25

25

1-17-17 LIRR PM

horn blasts and excesslve amount of traffic that
i1s backed up at those many grade crossings.

The grade crossings at those
stops are down collectively for one-third of an
hour to accommodate all the trains jockeyving for
the limited track availability -- that's during
rush hour.

Plus, The third track will add
to safety by 1lifting or lowerling the tracks away
from pedestrians and motorists. But besides
making the trains run more smoothly and timely, a
third ralil alsoc introduces The option of reverse
commuting. For example, currently durling rush
hour in the morning, both tracks are mostly used
for westbound train traffic to get commuters to
work in the City. In the evening, the cpposite.
Both tracks are used for train traffic going east.
But with a third track we can also transport
workers eastbound during the morning rush hour to
get them To work on Long Island.

This will allow Long Island
business and public institutions to tap into a
much larger Talent pool that also includes people

that reside 1In Brooklyn and Queens. And

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
1-844-MGR-RPTG



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

15

20

21

22

23

24

25

26
1-17-17 LIRR PM

concelvably that talent could alsoc come from The
further boroughs as well 1f they wish Tto first
take 2 subway to Brooklyn or Queens.

T am wondering, however, how the
reverse commuters will go that last mile to get
from their train station on Long Island to their
place of business on Long Island? For areas east
of -- I'm sorry, areas further east on Long
Island, business 1s spread ocut farther Ifrom the
train stations. It might be costly taking taxl or
Uber rides every day To and fro between the
statlion and work.

I believe tThere are plans for
increased north-south bus routes from some
stations, for example, near Melville, Farmingdzle
area. But T personally a2lso envision a more
futuristic solution. After all, 1t will take a
few vears to build a third track so by then how
far away are we really from autonomous electric
vehlclesg.

I can imagine some millennials
sitting on a train golng from Brooklyn to
Farmingdale using his SmartPhone To schedule an EV

to plck him up at the traln station to travel that
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last mile To the office. Shortly after the EV
drops him off at work, the EV recelves a regquest
for another ride from another person. The EV then
heads on his merry way to pick up that person and
take her tc the market or wherever.

Of course there would be super
charger statlons around Long Island for the
autonomous EV To charge up during the day by
docking 1tself into the charging platform.

In any case, 1n a few years when
the third track project 1s complete, Long Island
businesses getting 1into the transportation as a
service I1ndustry may help out with that last mile
challenge. If not, buses, taxis and the Ubers and

Lyfts of the world will step up to meet the

demand.

Thank vou.

(Applause. )

THE HEARING OFFICER: All
right.

Our next speaker 1s Dennls
Feenevy;
Followed by Bill Longnecker.

MR. FEENEY: Dennis Feeney,

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
1-844-MGR-RPTG
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Laborers Lccal 1298.

Goocd evening.

My name is Dennis Feeney. IT'm a
life-long resident of Nassau County and a proud
member of Laborers Union Local 1298 for nearly 30
years.

Before beginning my comments,
I'd like to Thank Governor Andrew Cuomo, the MTA
and the Long Island Railrcocad for proposing the
third track project. It will bring Long Island a
long awalted and much needed update and expansion
of our roads and rail system.

Large scale infrastructure
projects such as This one, have long been proven
to be some of ocur region's best economic engines.
A project of this magnitude would bring immediate
benefits to those of us in the construction
industry, providing hundreds of well paying Jobs
for several years.

In addition Tto constructilion
Jobs, businesses that supply materials, such as
equlpment, tools, hardware, fuel, gas and repailr
services will alsoc benefit, thus providing an

opportunity of employment for even more people.

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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However, tThis project 1s not
Just about providing construction Jjobs or a way to
bolster the bottom line of the aforementioned
types of small businesses. Tt is mainly about
improving safety at cur grade c¢crossings, replacing
antigquated bridges and station platforms, as well
as easling congestlion on our roads and Trains.

Downtown areas along the third
track corridor will be revitallzed as a result of
this project by improving access to them.

Business can and should tTake advantage of this new
found abundance of avallable and accessible real
cestate.

With well tThought out planning,
these areas will thrive and become major centers
of employment for many vyears to come.

The Draft Environmental TImpact
Study that was recently released i1is thoroughly
detalled and exemplifies both the MTA and Long
Island Railroad's commlitment Tto being transparent
throughout tThis entire approval process.

I encourage everyone, 1f Tthey
haven't already done so, to read 1t and see for

themselves on how This project will improve the

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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quallity of 1ife here 1In Nassau County.

In closing, I'd like to say That
the investment we make now and bearing with the
minor inconveniences of construction, =such as a
re-routing of vyour usual traffic pattern or
additional noise and dust, will all pale in
comparison Lo the dividends we'll recelve when
this project 1s completed.

The Time has come for this
political football to stop beling kicked up. The
time has come to expand and update our rail
system, Improve safety and ease congestion on our
rcads. The time has come to revitallze our
downtown areas, 1ncreasling opportunities for

employment and promoting the growth of businesses.

We deserve 1t. We need 1it. The
time i1is now.

Thank vou.

(Applause. )

THE HEARING OFFICER: All
right.

Our next speaker will be B11ll

Longnecker;

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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gsit in the front row.

Followed by Nicole Marks; and,
Steven Quigley.
If I'"we called vyour name, come
Mr. Longnecker.
MR. LONGNECKER: Good evening.

My name is Bi1ill Longnecker.

Today I'm here To advocate 1n

support of the Long Island Rallroad Expansion

Project on behalf of my company,

which 1s a local technology and software company

here in Long Island.

software technology company here

Did I mention I work for

Clever Devices,

a

in Long Island?

31

ITt's the type of Job which vou could be proud of.

a lot of engineering,

of high tech.

We're a2 growing technology

a lot of software and a lot

company. We're a growling technology company That's

ie in the Deloitte Fast 00 Track for the last

several vye
five years
employees

fast rate.

ars running. My first -- and my

last

in the company, we've grown Tfrom 150

to over 375 employees at a very,

very

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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I asked to speak Ttonight because
I'm one of the many employees within the company
who has reverse commuted in many wavs from New
York tc our office -- to our office. For over a
vear T lived near Penn Station and daily took the
morning train to Hicksville. For those of vyou
that don't know, There's an hour-and-a-half gap
between 6:07, the 6:07 train and the 7:32% Train in
the morning.

So my cholces were elither to
arrive an hcour-and-a-half before our 8:30 gstart
Time or 1% minutes late for work. I'm somecne who
is willing to bear major 1lnconvenlences 1n order
to utilize public Transportation. I fall into the
line of one of those millennials that cares about
supporting our public transit.

However, after one year I Joined
one of the many thousands of commuters who had
preferred to drive along The 1Increasing traffic 1in
the reverse direction. Imagine forgetting
something in vyour apartment and vou're at Penn
Station at 5:45 a.m., forcing you to go back to
your apartment, costing a few extTra minutes. As a

conseguence, vyou have to Job through Penn Station

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
1-844-MGR-RPTG
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and on that day you may miss your train by Just a
few minutes. Instead of arriving at work an
hour-and-z-half early, vou just got up at 5:00
a.m. to kill an hour-and-a-hzlf in Penn Station,
which everybody knows and loves.

As with most fast-paced jobs,
getting out of my work by 2:00 p.m. 1In order Lo
get to Tthe 5:24 Train 1s a major task. It often
didn't happen. This meant tThat I was stuck 1in
Long Island until tThe next 6:35 p.m. train from
Hicksville placed me at my home past 7:30, making
for a very, very long day.

I'"we currently been forced to
live toward Long Island City rather than Manhattan
in order to support my commute and drive out to
Long Island City adding another car to the Long
Tsland Railroad -- Long Tsland Expressway.

On behalf of my company, this
one-and-a-half hour gap 1in reverse commuting
during peak hours makes business significantly
more difficult. We cannot relliably start a 9:00
meeting in time with an employee, vendor or
interview candidate that commutes from New York

City.

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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Speaking of interviews, hiring
good people fast enough has been a significant
hurdle in cur company. We offer a median salary
around 125 per vyear. ITt's the type of jobs we
want tTo attract and keep and bring into Long
Island.

Providing betfTer Transportation
Oopens our company up Lo a very much larger New
York talent base within the City. Many
professionals love the 1dea of moving ocut Ttowards
Long Island for more space and a -- and a less
crowded environment. This Takes one or two years
of commlitment towards a company and most people
won't move out to Long Island from New York City
without experience from the company.

This requires them to buy a car.
This requires them to take -- or to take this
very, very strenuous commute that T took for
several years 1n Tthe morning.

For this reason, I'd like to
advocate and in conclusion, for the thousands of
commuters and countless Long Island businesses
that stand to gain from This expansion project.

It 1s ungquestionably necessary and an 1lnevitable

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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infrastructure Investment that cannoct happen soon

enough .

Thank vou.

(Applause. )

THE HEARING OFFICER: Thank
you

Our next speaker, Nicole Marks.

Ms. MARKS: Good evening.

Thank vou for this opportunity
to speak tCoday.

My name's Nicole Marks and I'm a
reslident of Franklin Sguare.

I fully support this project as
it would directly benefit me 1n many ways even
though T am not an LIRR commuter. For me, and
many like me, traveling to the north shore, which
is mere minutes away, can be very —-- can be guite
cumbersome.

Due to delays with the Traffic
system, messy vehlcular and pedestrian traffic and
the many delays tThat I experience, I would rather
drive ten minutes out of my way To avold having to
cross The tracks at the New Hyde Park Station.

This project would help allevliate many of the

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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issues that I experlience on a daily basis, whether
I'"m commuting To work, golng shoppling or about my
personal business.

BEeing born and raised in Queens,
T find that IT'm typically tryving to avoid many of
the local businesses that I've been a patron for
many years. Traveling Through both The LIRER
statlions adds unnecessary time and headaches To my
commute. This project will help alleviate these
issues and make traveling around Long Island much
easler and less stressful for me and many like me.

It'll bring a lot more Long
Islanders about the Island and bring anvbody else
who wants To visit.

Thank vou.

(Applause. )

THE HEARING OFFICER: Our next
speaker is Steven Quiglevy;

Followed by John Viscuzil.

And 1f anyone hasn't slgned up
to speak but 1s interested in speaking, the
reglstration table 1s still ocpen. We encourage
vou to Joln the discussion.

Thank vou.

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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Mr. Quigley.

MR. QUIGLEY: My name 1s Steven
Quigley and I'm a commuter on the Long Island
Railroad every day from Babyvlon to Mineola.

And a lot of people don't ewven
realize you can go from Babylon to Mineola on tThe
tralin because There's not enough Traln service.
The reason tThere's not enough Tralin service 1s
because of the fact there's not encugh capacity on
The main line.

But I'm going to tell you a
slightly different story. I'm going To relate --
oh, wait, let me take my glasses off.

I'm going tTo relate a brief
story and make some comments about the need for
the third track on the main line in between
Hicksville and Floral Park.

I'm approaching it from a
slightly different tact. My father worked in
downtown Brooklyn for almost 30 yvears and commuted
on the Lrain from Mineola to Flatbush Avenue, now
called something else, every day.

When I was young, I used to ride

with my mom to pick up my father at the train

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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station. We lived just off of Hillside Avenue,
right by Herricks Road. And the best and most
direct route was to take from the Mineola train
station when we picked him up, up Herricks Road
down to Hillside Avenue. And many tTimes, at least
once or twice, we'd be stopped at the Herricks
Road Rallrocad crossing.

And I don't know 1f a lot of
people realize 1t, but at one Ttime The Herricks
Road Raillrocad crossing was The busliest railroad
crossing 1in the United States with relation To the
amount of cars that went across 1t every day
versus The amount of Ltrains. It was also
conslidered at one time, one of The most dangerous
by the FRA.

My father was not the most
patient person in the world so vou can imagine
when we were sitting at the train c¢crossing waiting
for two, sometlimes three Trains to go by, one or
two comments might be made. But 1n Tthe meantime,
my Jjob, after I obtained my driver's license --
never mind what year that was, was to plck up my
father 1in Mineola. And I also experienced tThe

frustration of sitting at the Herricks Road

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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Railroad crossing, at Times walting for a few
Lrains.

Regretfully, one fateful davy in
1982, specifically on March 14th, 1982, & lot of
people don't remember. There were nine teenagers
in a van that left a party in Mineola at 2:00 a.m.
The proceeded south on Herricks Road at 2:18 when
the railroad crossing gates came down. It signaled

the approach of a Port Jeff Train that was

traveling at about 65 miles an hour. The driver
of tThe van who shall always -- no one will ever
know why, he drove arcund the gates. Of The nine
teenagers, elght were killed. The only one who

was surviving was Kathleen Caemmerer, who was Then
a 17-vear old daughter of the recently deceased
John Caemmerer from East Williston, who was a
State Senator.

Farlier, many years prior to
that, seven men were killed when a Train hit theilr
truck at The Herrlicks Road Rallroad crossing. It
tock 16 years but on April 23rd, 1998, the
Herricks Rcad Railroad cross was eliminated at the
cost of 285 million. There has been zero lives

lost at the spot where Herricks Road and the

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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Railroad cross since April -- April 23rd, 1998.

No car backups, no whistles, no
horns sounding at locomotives and most of all, no
lives lost. A1Tl right.

To sum 1t up, the reazson why we
need the third track between Hicksville and Floral
Park 1is we need more Ifrequent Lraln service,
especlially in regard to express traln service,
which I think 1s golng To occur.

The reverse commute 1s becoming
more and more needed. It will be avallable tTo a
greater degree. I don't know 1f anybody notices,
Winthrop Hospital, the amount of people who take
the train on The reverse commute 1n the morning,
there are several hundred.

There will ke no more accidents
at railroad crossings between Floral Park and
Hicksville, zero. None . How many lives will be
saved? We don't know pbut there will be lives
saved.

There will be no more train
horns sounding at the railroad crossings. Can you
imagline how guieter 1it's goling to be 1n TtThe middle

of The night?

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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There will be good paying
construction jobs, which I'm sure one or TwoO
people —-

(Audience participation)

MR. QUIGLEY: -- might
appreciate.

OCkavy. There will be no more
deaths. There will be no more trafflic Tie-ups.

The Time has come. The money 1s
avallable, according to the Governor. The people

who ride tThe Long Island Rallroad want 1t and I'm
sure the people in the area would appreciate 1t
once all the constructlon 1s done.

Thank vou wvery much for your
time.

(Applause. )

THE HEARING OFFICER: John
Viscuzi 18 our next speaker.

MR. VISCUZTI: Good evening.

John Viscuzl, President of tThe
Carle Place Civic Assocliation, Westbury resident.

I'm just here To speak on behalfl
of some of The concerned residents of Carle Place.

We do have gquite a few propertles that fzace the

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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north side of the Long Island Railroad -- Raililroad
itself and they'll be directly impacted by this
project.

We have approximately 12 homes
along the south side of the Carle Place Railroad
Station that will definitely be impacted by this
project. some of These residents volced Thelr
concerns about the construction process. They
want To know what 1s goling to happen as far as
heavy duty construction equipment, where 1T's
goling to be and once the construction commences,
what's going To happen to what's underneath the
gravel That's underneath the tracks or along the
embankments of the Tracks.

There's apparently a rodent
problem at the Carle Place train station that
needs to be rectified and hopefully that will be
taken care of if this construction happens, 1if
this project goes Through.

There's also concerns 1n regards
to some of The utility poles, tThe high tension
poles on the north side of The tTracks. Are They
golng to be replaced? Who's replacing them? What

kind of construction 1s that going to 1nvolwve?

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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That's golng To impact The residents on Atlantic
Avenue on The north side.

And the -- I understand there's
going to be some renovations and upgrades tTo the
station, which are welcomed being that the station
is falling into a little bit of a disrepair
stTatus. And many of The residents are also
concerned about the Long Island Rallroad upkeeping
thelr property because from the Train station, the
Carle Place tralin station heading east towards the
Ellison Avenue Bridge, 1T 1s guite filled with
debris, garbage, leftover railroad Tles. And the
concerns of the residents, 1s that golng To be
cleaned and once Tthis project happens and 1f 1itT's
built, if it's going tTto be maintained at a proper
regular basis?

And that's Just most of the
concerns that my residents of Carle Place have
ralsed.

Thank vou for allowling me To
speak on thelir behalf.

Thank vou.

THE HEARING CEFEFICER: Thank

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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(Applause. )

THE HEARING OFFICER: At this
time, T don't believe we have any other speakers.
We will take a bkrief recess while others arrive
and sign into speak.

If vou've been thinking about
sharing vour views on tThe DEIS, now 1s The Time.
We welcome your comments. We'd like To hear from
YOuUu.

Sc we'll tTake a few moments and
we'll walt for some additional speakers Tto arrive.

Thank vou.

(At 7:12 p.m., the hearing was
temporarlily recessed. )

(At 8:45 p.m., the hearing was
resumed. )

THE HEARING OFFICER: Ladies and
gentlemen, as of 8:45 we have no additional
reglstered speakers.

The hearing will close.

However, our open house room
with 1its panel of experts from DOCT and Long Island
Railroad will remain open until 9:00 p.m.

Thank vou for Joining us this

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
1-844-MGR-RPTG



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

15

20

21

22

23

24

25

1-17-17 LIRR PM

evening.
This hearing is closed.
(At 8:46 p.m., the proceedings

were concluded. )

45
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STATE OF NEW YORE )
==

COUNTY OF NEW YORE )

I, MARC EUS20, a Shorthand
(3tenotvpe) Reporter and Notary Public within and
for the State of New York, do hereby certify that
the foregoing page=z 1 through 46, taken at the
time and place aforesaid, i1z a true and corresct
trangcription of my shorthand notes.

IN WITHESS WHEREQF, I have
hereunto et my name this 30th day of January,
2017.

MARC RUSZE0
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NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

MTA/LONG ISLAND RAIL ROAD

LONG ISLAND RATL ROAD EXPANSION PROJECT

RE: DEIS PUBLIC HEARING

Hofstra University
David &. Mack Student Center
200 Hofstra Boulevard

Garden City, New York

January 18, 2017

12:10 p.m. - 12:11 p.m.

STENOGRAPHIC TRANSCRIPTION OF PRIVATE COMMENTS OF
STEVEN BUCKVAR

REPORTED BY: Niceole Ellis, Stenographer

MGR Reporting, Inc.
1-844-MGR-RPTG
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MR. BUCKVAR: So I'm a
reverse commuter. I've been using the
Long Island Rail Road for a few months so
far, and there's almost zercoc -- there's
almost zero reverse peak during rush hour
and it's pretty annoying.

So I'm in full support of
this project. My only real concern is I'm
not sure with the Mineola station, the
Minecla project is supposed to be a
reverse commute. I'm kind of confused as
to why they didn't pick up, like, do the
same configuration as Hicksville, instead
they have a bypass track. But other than
that, I'm in a hundred percent full
suppeort of this and I want it to be passed
as guick as possible.

That's all. Thank vyou.

MGR Reporting, Inc.
1-844-MGR-RPTG
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CERTIVFIOCATE

STATE OF NEW YORK )
B55.:
COUNTY CF QUEENS )

I, NICOLE ELLIS, a Notary Public for and
within the State of New York, do hereby certify:

I reported the proceedings in the
within-entitled matter, and that the within
transcript is a true record of such proceedings.

I further certify that I am not related to
any of the parties to this action by blood or by
marriage and that I am in no way interested in the
outcome of this matter.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my

hand this 18th day of January 2017.

YU CHLe

NICOLE ELLIS

MGR Reporting, Inc.
1-844-MGR-RPTG
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NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

MTA/LONG ISLAND RAIL ROAD

LONG ISLAND RATL ROAD EXPANSION PROJECT

RE: DEIS PUBLIC HEARING

Hofstra University
David &. Mack Student Center
200 Hofstra Boulevard

Garden City, New York

January 18, 2017

12:17 p.m. - 12:25 p.m.

STENOGRAPHIC TRANSCRIPTION OF PRIVATE COMMENTS OF
ANNMARTE KEANE

REPORTED BY: Niceole Ellis, Stenographer

MGR Reporting, Inc.
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MS. KEANE: Well, I guess I
have a few arguments against it. I guess
a big reason I don't see that it's
necessary, I've lived near a train -- I've
lived within -- between Floral Park and
Westbury for 57 years so -- or 58 years,
so I have a lot of experience with the
trains and with the trips going back and
forth into the City. And I don't feel that
putting in a third rail is going to get
pecople into Penn Station quicker because
Penn Station only has so many -- in the
mornings, right, Penn Station only has so
many lines going into Penn Station. Only
so many stations right now can get in, and
they're backed up so to add another third
rail or third line there, I don't know, I
guess they're not adding another one into
Penn Station, it's really only going from
Floral Park to Westbury, which then I say,
well -- but it will increase the number of
trains going into Penn Station,
suppeosedly, but it's already bottled up at
rush hour into the City. And people are

already -- their train times are longer in

MGR Reporting, Inc.
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the mornings than probably the afterncons
because of the wait to get into Penn
Station. So that's just adding more
trains in, if that's what one of the
arguments is they're going to provide more
train service.

Coming cut, I guess, 1it's
similar. It's the same thing. There's
only so many lines that -- well, they all
head into Jamaica, a lot head into Jamaica
except the North Shore, and only -- you
know, often pecple have to wait before
they get into Jamaica in order for the
trains to get cleared out. So it just
doesn't make sense that it would expedite
trips back and forth.

In living in the area for so
many years we've been very privileged and
happy to have the updated trains
themselves, which is wonderful with the
new trains and the air conditioning and
the heat and everything, and they're all
really special, but there's -- I've rarely
been on a train that's been so overcrowded

that you rarely call for more trains. You
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know, until you get to the last stop,
which is like before getting into the
City, like, say New Hyde Park or Floral
Park, that's where you might have to --
you might not get a seat as easily. I
don't know if that's one of the reasons
they are doing that, to help people have
more seats.

So all these reasons why
they're giving for doing this comes at
great cost and expense for what they have
planned. Between -- you know, the
downside, o©of course, has a lot to do with
the houses and the businesses that are
along those train lines. It's a
tremendous amount of residential and
businesses from Floral Park to Hicksville,
and to destroy all those things, there's
families, residents, there's -- or to
interfere with all that, it just doesn't
seem like it's worth it.

And then to build new parking
areas. Where are they going to put these
parking areas? Because you're not talking

about putting these trains out to Montauk
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where there's so much land they can put
parking areas. So what are they going to
be taking away when they're putting in all
these parking areas? I don't really see
that as a major prokblem. Well, maybe
Hicksville needs a bigger parking area,
Minecla has the tremendous high-rise
parking facilities, they don't need more
parking, and a lot of people go to Mineola
because there's express trains from
Minecla into the City, and people who ride
the express trains seem to have no problem
with it. Plus not to mention the rural
aspect or any -- the trees that are around
these areas are very valued because
there's so much commercial things going on
between Hicksville and Minecla.

Now mavbke they want to take
Hicksville and put a new parking area this
there, knock down all of the businesses
and stores that are around the Hicksville
train station, they don't have to do ten
miles of reconstruction, you know, to do
that. 'Cause I know a lot of people come

from out East to go to Hicksville, so just
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to make a quicker train ride maybe.

There was one other thing.
In the next four years or five, six, seven
years, however many years it would take
for the pubklic to have to go through --
there's already so much traffic in that
area, which I drive around. I live in the
area now, tons and tons of traffic, the
traffic has gotten worse. To have to
impose those constructions on these areas
where it's already so bottled up and
negative, when trains come through --
there's already so many trains coming
through, I don't understand why we have to
make more trains come through, 'cause
that's what will be happening. Apparently
that's the reason they're arguing they
want to do this, to create more trains.
And there's already enough tracks, gates
going down at rush hour, and that would be
creating more gates going down when the
final project is over. Not to mention all
the problems and headaches as it's being
done.

So I mentioned a few things.
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I guess, as I said, one of the biggest
things I think is the imposition on the
commerce and businesses and residents that
are already there and that have their
homes and families. And not to mention
the high cost of it all, of course. I

guess that's it.
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P ROCEUEDTINGS

Ms. PICCA: Good morning. Good
morning.

Good morning. If vou'd please
take vyvour seats, I will begin our program today.

Thank vou for attending today's
public meeting for Tthe Long Island Ralilroad
Expansion Project.

My name 1is Elisa Plcca. I'm the
Executive Vice President of the Long Island
Railroad.

In Just a moment I'1ll be golng
through the program for tThis morning.

But first, I invite you to stand
and jJjoin me in the Pledge of Allegiance.

(Pledge of Allegiance.)

M3. PICCA: Thank you wvery much
and thank vou for taking the time from vour busy
schedules To be here today. Your 1nput and
feedback on This project are crucial and they are
greatly appreciated.

This public meeting is part of a
robust community outreach process for the Long

Island Railroad Expansion Project that began last

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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vear and 1t will continue Throughout the project
duration.

In a moment, we're going to show
vou a video about the proposed project. After
that, we will take comments from those who have
registered to speak. For those who would like to
speak and have not vet reglstered, There 1s plenty
of Time to do so. You can sign up at the tables
at The front entrance.

The purpose of Thilis meetling
today 1s To discuss The Long Island Railroad
Expansion Project and, 1n particular, the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement, or Draft EIS, that
was released on November 28th, 2016.

The environmental process began
last spring with the release of a Draft Scoping
Document and continued through the summer with the
release of the Final Scoping Document.

Since that time, we have
performed extensive environmental analyses, which
are presented in the Draft EIS. The report 1is
avallable on our project website,
Www.amodernli.com.

It's avalilable at local village

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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halls and libraries along The project corridor.

And 1T's alsc avallable at our
Project Information Center at the Mineola train
station.

In response to public reguests
for more time to comment on the Draft EIS,
Governor Cuomo has extCended the comment period
until February 15th, 2017 at 2:00 p.m.

The Draft EIS comment perlod for
this project was already longer tThan those for
much larger projects, such as the Second Avenue
Subway and the new Tappan Zee Bridge. Now because
of your 1nput, There's even more time tTo comment.

When Governor Cucmo Llrst
announced this project, he made it clear that it
would be completely different from prior
proposals. Unlike prior proposals, the third
track would be built entirely within the Long
Island Railroad's right-of-way.

Since the Governcr's
announcement over a year ago, we have implemented
an unprecedented public ocoutreach program and
thanks Tto vyour 1nput, we have made commitments:

To take no residential

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
1-844-MGR-RPTG
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properties;

To modify all seven grade
crossings along the project area;

To add sound attenuation walls;

To improve rail stations with
enhancements such as full-length platforms;

To add more than 2,000
additional parking spaces; and,

To use Innovatlive methods of
construction to minimize 1mpacts.

All of these project elements
are examples of ocour commitment To community
coutreach. Your 1input 1s d1mportant to us and
important to the process.

Your ccmments will be entered
into the public record and reviewed accordingly.

While we are here today at a formal public

hearing, there are many other outreach efforts and

opportunities to comment.

Our project Team has had
hundreds of meetings with local officials,
business leaders and residents and many of our
Team members are here today To listen to your

comments.

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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We've maintalined our Project
Information office at the Mineola Traln station on
the south side platform. The hours are posted on
the project website and we encourage evervyvbody to
visit, discuss the project and to submit comments.

You can also provide comments on
the project website or by e-mall To:

infofamodernli.com.

Finally, we have visited all
resldential propertlies that share a property line
with The Long Island Rallroad multiple times, and
as recently as last week, to remind residents of
these public hearings.

Now I'd like To turn your
attention tc a short video that will discuss the
project need and highlight i1its benefits, which
include improved service reliability, safety and
gquality of 1ife. The project would add much
needed capaclity To Tthe malin line and eliminate all
street level grade crossings within TtThe project
area.

Incorporating extensive 1nput
from local communities, the project Team 1is now

exploring nelighbor friendly and innovative

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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construction methods and practices to keep the
impact of constructlon as minimal as possible.

(Video presentation.)

(Applause. )

M3. PICCA: Thank vou.

Now I'd 1like to introduce vyou to
our representatlives from the Long Island Railroad
and the New York State Department of
Transportation, as well as our Hearing Cfficer.

To my far right, we have Mr. Ed
Dumas. He is tThe Vice President of Market
Development and Public Affairs at the Long Island
Railroad.

Seated next to him 1s Mr. Joseph
Zacharia, Project Manager from the New York State
Department of Transportation; and,

To my immediate right is Ms.
Susan McGowan, Long Island Railroad General
Manager of Public Affalrs.

Susan will serve as our Hearing
Officer today and I will turn this meeting over to
her at this time.

THE HEARING OFFICER: Thank

vou, Elisa.

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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Welcome, evervbody.

And thank you for jolnling us
today.

Before we begin, I'm going to
ask yvou to bear with me because we have a few
procedural items.

This public meeting 1is an
opportunity to hear from yvou regarding the
project's environmental review process, 1in
particular, The Draft Environmental Impact
Statement, or Draft EIS.

The Draft EIS includes a wide
range of technical analyses on toplics such as:

Alr gquality:

Noise;

Land Use;

Socioeconomics;

Traffic;

Parking; and much more.

It also reviews any potential
property impacts from Tthe proposed project,
including easements and commercial property

acqulsitions.

Todav's proceedings also serve

13
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as the public hearing in accordance with The New
York State Eminent Domalin Procedures Law, or EDPL.

As Vice President Picca noted
earlier, no permanent takings of residential
property will be needed for this project.

Building station platform areas,
retalning walls and LIRR infrastructure along tThe
entire 9.8 mile project corridor would require no
full property takings of any Type. It would
requlire four partial acgulsitions of
non-residential properties, which would not affect
any structure.

It would also regquire three
permanent or tTemporary easements of
non-residentizal properties and one temporary
easement at a multi-family cooperative residential
property.

Multiple options at the seven
grade crossing locations were also evaluated. For
these grade crossling options, we have 1dentified
full acguisitions of up Tto four commercial
properties for which The State will work with the
owners To provide relocatlon assistance within

thelr communities.

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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In addition, partial
acqgulsitions affecting eight non-residential
properties could be needed but in all situations
it will not affect the continued operation of tThe
businesses.

Finally, the grade crossing work
may need some permanent rights Lo access some
parcels of commercial property during and after
construction and some temporary rights To access
other parcels of property during and after
construction in connection with construction, or
in connecticn with certain malintenance needs after
construction. None of these rights of access will
permanently 1mpact the operation of the businesses
affected.

For complete details about the
grade crossing options, please refer to the DETS
or visit the DOT table in the open house area.

Again, no permanent takings of
reslidential property will be needed for this
project.

Those who may be 1lmpacted by
property acquisitlions have already been contacted

by the State. Pursuant to the EDPL, Tthe project

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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Team has studied the proposed project and 1is able
to determine The relocation requirements for each
grade crossing option and determined which plan
would be preferable.

This infeormation will be
considered along with other relevant factors when
selecting The project's Ifinal deslign.

New York State DOT and Empilire
State Development wlill provide extensive support
for the four commercial properties That may be
fully acguired with day-to-day relocation
asslstance as necessary, 1ncluding:

Help in finding suiltable
replacement sites;

Reestablishment expenses; and,

A wvariety of moving expenses
options.

The 3tate has studied the lccal
real estate market and has concluded that there
will be a sufficient number of replacement
properties to satlisfy Tthe needs of any displaced
commerclal occupant, 1rrespective of Tthe design
option selected. Property acguisition would not

commence untlil the final design option has been

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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approved.

Fach affected property owner
will be contacted by a real estate specialist who
will explain the proposed construction and the
acquisition process. Any potentially affected
property owners present here today may visit the
DOT table in The open house area untlil The end of
this hearing for further detalils about the process
or Lo ask any gquestilions They may have.

Now 1n order to glve public
comment, we ask 1f vyvou haven't already done so,
that you sign up at tThe front desk.

We're also asking that evervyone
limit their comments to Three minutes, and that 1is
intended to give everyone a chance to speak.

Again, this meeting is not the
only chance that vyvou'll have to comment on the
project. You can continue to provide comments
through February 15th at the project office at the
Mineola station, by mall or online at:
Www.amodernli.com.

We have representatives from the
Long Island Railroad and the New York State DOT

here, who are avallable To consult with yvou on the

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
1-844-MGR-RPTG



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

15

20

21

22

23

24

25

18
1-18-17 LIRR AM

project and They're located in tThe open house room
Just around the corner.

If vou prefer to give comments
privately, because we realize that not everyone 1is
comfortable speaking in front of a group, you can
sign up at the front desk and a stenographer will
take vour commentTs and ensure That tThey are made
part of the public record.

Now because This 1s a formal
hearing and because we're entering your comments
into the public record, we here on the dais will
not be responding To your comments or answerling
gquestions from Tthe stage. However, as 1T
mentioned, we do have staff in tThe open house room
who will do their best to answer vour Juestions
and concerns.

Now 1f vou have any special
needs, please find a staff member and we'll do our
best tc address those needs.

And one final thing, 1f vyou
haven't already done so, we ask That you please
silence your cell phones.

I'm going to call the names of

the first five speakers and ask, 1f they're not

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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already 1in the front rows, that they make theilr
way up to The reserved seats 1in the front so they
can prepare themselves and get to the microphone
more gquickly.

There are two microphones, one
on the left and one on the right. And after T
call the first five sgspeakers, I'll call the name
of The very next speaker. When you come up to
speak, please glve vyour name and your affiliation,
if vou're part of an organlization, and then you'll
have Three minutes To speak.

There 1is a timer, a countdown
clock. The countdown clock will show as green
until vou have 30 seconds. Then 1t will Turn
vellow and when vou run out of time, 1t turns red.
And 1f you're not sure, I'l1l give you a very
gentle reminder.

So the first five speakers are:

Steve Bellone;

Sean Walter;

Jack Schirman;

Richard Amper; and,

Charles Strain.

First we have the Honorable

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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Steve Bellone, Suffolk County Executive.

MR. BELLCNE: Good morning.

Thank vou.

Normally, I'm not comfortable
speaking in front of groups but I'l11 give it a
shot.

{(Laughter. )

MR. BELLONE: You can take that
out of the record.

It's an honor to be here.

First, I want to thank Governor
Cucmo for prilioritlizing thilis project and the Long
Island Railroad for the really extenslive outreach
efforts that have gone on here and continue To
proceed.

T have prepared remarks that I'd
like to read intc the record.

On behalf of the 1.5 million
resldents in Suffolk County, I'm honored To show
my support for the third track project.

I understand that all of the
proposed 9.8 miles are 1n Nassau County, not
Suffolk County. And I'm here today because these

9.8 miles of track are plivotal to our region.

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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Whether or not we can construct these 9.8 miles of
track will define 1f we are a reglon that gets
things done or 1f we a region of no.

These 9.8 miles of track will
define whether we are willing to make the
investments in a better Long Island where we can
retftaln and recrult the best voung minds 1in the
naticon or 1if we are a reglon 1n decline.

And while 1t is true that this
project has been debated for decades, I believe
that 1f we cannot bulld these 9.8 miles of track
now when a plan i1s on The Table within the Long
Island Railroad right-of-way, that this may well
be our last opportunity for a third track.

Our region needs enhanced
transportation infrastructure. A lack of
transportation options has led to some of the
nation's most congested roadways and auto-centric
development patterns That are no longer attractive
to our younger population.

The tThird track will not only
provide wvastly 1mproved service for current
customers, 1t 1is Tthe critical element needed To

support our transit-oriented downtowns.
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In Suffolk County we have a
reglonal transportation and development plan
called, Connect Long Island. Connect Long TITsland
calls for the build out of a network of vibrant
downtowns centered around Long Island Razilroad
train stations, filled with innovation jobs,
connected by great publilic transportatlion,
including north-scouth connections to the Three
branches of TtThe Long Island Raililroad 1in Suffolk.

Effectively, we need to connect
people by frequent, rellable transportation to all
the places tThat They need to be and want to be
without having to get 1Into a car every single
Time. The third tTrack 1Investment 1s a critical
element towards our region reaching that goal.

The third track investment
leverages other major investments being made
across our region and, of course, including the
Fast Side Access project, which 1is critical to our
reglon and Long Island and the double track
project. Other benefits, as we know, 1nclude
reduced congestlion, over 2,000 construction Jobs,
fewer delays for everyone, faster, more reliable,

less crowded commutes.
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And 1it's diImportant to note that
the Long Island Rallroad already has the property
necessary, as vou said, to construct the third
track.

Now is the time that we must act
on these transportation needs that were identified
decades ago. With tThe construction of tThe Third
track, and I'll close by saying this, this region
can once agaln become a place where The best and
brightest are flocking, where we are creating high
paving Jjobs and bulilding a Zlst century innovation
economy.

Thank vou.

(Applause. )

THE HEARING OFFICER: Next we
have the Honorable Sean Walter, Supervisor of the
Town of Riverhead.

MR. WALTER: Good afternoon.

I want to thank yvou for having
us out Ttoday To llisten To our comments.

My first comment 1s more of a
personal comment. My Three sons, along with many,
many eastern Long Island children attend schools

at Chaminade. In fact, my son 1s sitting at
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Kellenberg High School right down the road. And
sc That third track 1s critical to move the train
kids, &s we call them, east and west.

Many, many tTimes my sons have
sat on the platform at Hickswville waiting for a
train. So on behalf of the train kids, we really
want The third track.

But the realty 1s, Steve
Bellone, the County Executive, had 1t exactly
right. Are we 1n a period of decline or are we 1n
a period of growth? If vou all will lead us, we
will follow.

And this 1s how we are followlng
in the Town of Riverhead. You may not know 1t, but
the Town of Riverhead has Jjust finished up an
Fnvironmental TImpact Statement on the largest
commercial industrial subdivision on Long Tsland,
in New York State and probably in the northeast,
2,300 acresg. Cn that 2,300 acres, we are able To
build up to 10 million sgquare feet of new
commercial/industrial property, between Live and
10,000 employees.

You can fit tThree-gquarters -- we

didn't go the whole distance, but three-gquarters
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of The Hauppauge Industrial Park 1In the former
Grumman facility known as EPCAL. If vou don't
build the third track and we don't build the
csecond track to Ronkonkoma, all that is for
nothing. Because vyou see, we only have 35,000
residents and I don't think we're going to find
10,000 more that are golng to come work There.

We don't have the jobs. We are
a service -- even though Riverhead 1s the highest
-— has the highest number of Jobs, I think when
vou compare all the jobs 1In the four East End
Towns, we still have the highest number of jobs,
they're service Jobs.

So 1f you want vyour kids to stay
here, like T want my kids to stay here, like the
men and women behind us want their kids to stavy
here, we need to get serious. And sometimes there
are sacrifices that have to be made. I understand
the other elected officials That may not want this
project but sometimes Tthere are sacrifices that
have To be made for The greater good.

If vou will lead, we will
follow. We will bring you those jobs but you need

to bring the people. You need To get them past
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Floral Park. You need to get them past Hicksville
and you need to get them to places like EPCAL. It
is the last frontier for economic develocpment on
Long Island. There is no other place that is ever
going to be like EPCAL on Long Island. Oh, and by
the way, we have a rail spur that connects to the
main line that's less than f[ive vears old.

So as I said, 1f you lead, we
will follow.

Thank vou and God bless vyou
GUYS .

(Applause. )

THE HEARING OFFICER: The
Honorable Jack Schirman, Long Beach Clity Manager.

MR. SCHIRMAN: Thank vou.

There's five things T wanted to
briefly mention.

First, as Long Beach City
Manager, but also as the husband of a commuter who
relles on public transportaticon and the Long
Island Railroad to get to work every day and get
home in time tTo -- To -- to get our daughter, T
wanted to say That we're paying attention.

Second, we're llistening 1n Long
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Beach because we care about quality of life and
fewer delays for not only my wife but all of the
ofther commuters in Long Beach. We care about
faster commutes and these are things that
certainly pigue cur interest.

We care in Long Beach from an
economic perspectlive aboul keepling our young
people and relying on public Transportation to do
SO. And tThat's something that we work very hard
ool .

And as the father of a daughter,
who I hope that from a public transportation
perspective, we're golng To have enough service
that my daughter one day can take the train from
Long Beach up to the Nassau Hub, get a job, go to
school, go to a show, and be part of economic and
cultural 1life on Long Island.

Third, we encourage, as we do in
Long Beach, we encourage you to continue to work
with communities every step of the way as 1t seems
that you are. And we're encouraged by things like
grade crossings and nolse abatement that vyou're
dolng to mitigate any potential impacts. We urge

vou to keep that up.

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
1-844-MGR-RPTG



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

15

20

21

22

23

24

25

28
1-18-17 LIRR AM

Fourth, we would Just say Tthat
in Long Beach we do bilig things and so we are
encouraged by this effort. We built a brand new
state-of-the-art boardwalk, which was huge. We
did it with local labor. We did it with a project
labor agreement and 1T appreciate that labor's here
in support of the project.

(Audience participation.)

MR. SCHIRMAN: And fifth, and
finally, that leads me to make The broader poilint
that others are making as well, which 1s this
captures the can do splirit of New York State, of
Long Island and we know how easy 1T 1s To say no
to Things. But we also know how 1mportant 1t 1is
to stand up for progress, to stand up for getting
things done, and to figure out a path forward so
that my children and our City and the entirety of
Long ITsland can have a future economically and
quallity of 1ife that we can all be proud of.

Thank vou.

(Applause. )

THE HEARING OFFICER: Our next
speaker 1s Richard Amper;

Followed by Charles Strain.
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MR. AMPER: My name 1is Richard
Amper. I'm Executive Director of the Long Island
Pine Barrens Society. Tt's an environmental
education and advocacy organization.

We're based in Riverhead but we
cover all of Long Island. And T find myself using
the Long Island Rallroad 1iIn wvirtually all of the
lines of service Tthat vyou supply. And it's qguite
clear To me what the third track 1s goling to do
for everybody on Long Island.

I appreciate this as an
individual and as a life-long Long Islander but
I'm here specifically to talk today To the matter
of The environment and the air quality, which 1is
clearly a beneficiary of the project. Tt's not
merely the fact that we're taking people out of
their cars and putting them in public
transportation through the Long Island Railroad,
it's also what vyou're doling on the grade
crossings. It's not jJust a convenlience for those
local communities, the worst possible problem with
alr quality 1s the number of wvehicles that sit
idling for enormous perlods of Time. They're not

even helping us get where we're golng.
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So you're golng to improve The
quallity of Transportation on Long Island but
vou're alsc going to improve the quality of air
and that's what matters tTo envircnmentalists and
virtually every other Long TIslander.

So we're fully supportive of
what 1T 1s That vou're doling because we Think 1t
works fTor The environment and the economy and
that's what Long Island needs.

(Applause. )

THE HEARING OFFICER: Our next
speaker 1s Charles Strain.

And Mr. Strain, 1f vyou'll permilt
me, the following flive speakers will be:

Liconel Chitty;

John Gutleber;

Roxanne Mahler;

Chris Jones; and,

Marianne Garwvin.

Thank vou for vyour patlience.

MR. STRAIN: Thank vyou.

My name 1is Charles Strailn. I'm
a partner in the Uniondale Law Firm of Farrell

Fritz. I'm also the Chairman of the Board of
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Winthrop University Hospital 1n Mineola.

I am strongly supportive of tThis
major, most important infrastructure project here
on Long Island. We need a 21lst century railroad on
Long Island. ITt's as simple as that. We need to
become a better bi-directional railroad, which 1is
what This project does.

We've got a growling Iinnovation
economy out here on Long Island, combined with a
growlng 1lnnovation economy 1in New York City. We
are lnextricably linked in that regard.

We need To be abkble Lo access The
talent that 1s 1in the -- 1In the boroughs, out here
on Long Island. We've got lots and lots of
millennials living in Queens, Brooklyn and
Manhattan. We need to be able to easily get them
out here to Long Island.

Very, very difficult to reverse
commute. I can tell vyou from the perspective of
Winthrop University Hospital, we've got almost
85,000 employees. A good chunk of Them live 1in
Brooklyn, Queens and Manhattan, many of whom
reverse commute on the Long Island Raililroad, which

1s extremely difficult to do and challenging on a
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dalily basis.

This project on Long Island 1s
criticzl, I think, to the life blood of the
economy here on a going forward basis.

I commend what the Railroad has
done in terms of responding to the -- to the
concerns ralsed by The community. This 1is
different than what cccurred back 1In 200> and
20006, Some of the Innovatlve suggestions 1n Terms
of both parking, grade crossings -- I'm old enough
to remember the Tragic 1ncident at the Herricks
Road crossing. Those seven changes at The grade
crossings will be critical and helpful to the
communities. And I think you've been enormously
responsive in that regard. There's continued work
to be done but I commend the engineering team for
the work they've done to date.

But on behalf of myself, IT'm
certainly enormously supportive of this project.

Thank vou.

(Applause. )

THE HEARING OFFICER: Our next
speaker 1s Lionel Chitty.

MR. CHITTY: Good afternoon.
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My name 1is Lionel Chitty. I'm
wearing two hats today; flirst as the President of
the Hicksville Chamber of Commerce and, also, as
the Chair of the Hicksville Downtown
Revitalization Committee.

Hicksville was basically
developed around the Train station. At one polnt
in time, 1T was the last stop on the Long Island
Railroad, the last polnt. Everything going east
was all farmland.

Today we are maxed out as far as
parking. We brought 1t to the attention of the
MTA and we are happy to see that there are two
parking structures 1n Tthe proposed plan to Try To
alleviate that situation.

Locking at revitalization, the
train station is -- we want to Turn the area into
a destination not just a train station. T spoke
earlier at the Plainview Bethpage Chamber of
Commerce Today and when I mentioned why doesn't
anybody go to Hicksville, they sald because of the
TLrain.

We want Lo be able to utilize

the Lrain station as an asset to be able fTo draw
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people 1n to, not only Just take The Train but to
also live, work and play 1in the immediate area and
make Hicksville a true destination.

We appreciate the outreach that
the MTA i1is doing and we hope that we can fully
support this project and move forward.

Thank vou.

(Applause. )

THE HEARING OFFICER: John
Gutleber 18 our next speaker.

MR. GUTLEBER: I'm John
Gutleber, President and CEO of Castagna Realty.
I'm a member of the Long Island Assoclation and
the Association for a Better Long Island.

Castagna Realty i1s a 9b-yvear old
Long ITsland company. We've developed major
projects of gquality on Long TIsland, including the
Americana Manhasset, Wheatley Plaza, the six
office builildings with another Long Island Company,
the Albaneses in Garden Cility. We're doing tThe
headguarters for the dealer Track with the
Tri-Tech Company on New Hyde Park Road.

So we've invested on Long Island

and we think it's important, this project, because
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to us, Tthe key elements 1s that 1t will make Long
Island better and the Long Island Rallrocad better.

Tt eliminates seven dangerous,
loud, traffic inducing grade crossings, which will
make local roads less congested and much safer for
cars and children.

The third track will also create
2,000 jJobs and taxes over the future.

The tThird track will allow the
entire Long Island region to take advantage of the
Fast Side Crossing, making traffic into New York
City much easier.

This project will help generate
significant 1mprovements on Long Island, on-tfTime
performance, service reliability and a 50 percent
increase of capacity of ridership.

Tt's so important that we
strengthen our connection to New York City. We''l1
attract new resldents, new Talent and new
businesses.

Growing our local downtowns 1n
Long Island economy, we have to compete with New
York City for voung talent. They can live and work

on Long Island with better TCransportation.
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The New York State idea of
creating better rallroad stations 1s excellent.
Modernizing and lengthening and with heated
platforms is excellent.

We are in support, our company
invests in our properties, modernizing all the
time. LetC's modernize and investT 1n tThe Long
Island Railroad.

Thank vou.

(Applause. )

THE HEARING OFFICER: Roxanne
Mahler 1s our next speaker;

Followed by Chris Jones;

Then Marianne Garvin.

M3. MAHLER: Good morning,
ladies and gentlemen, distinguished guests and
neighbors.

My name is Roxanne Moller. T'm
a 9/11 first responder who served LThe City of New
York for 17 years. I'm a Floral Park resident of
18 vears and my property backs The north retaining
wall along the main line.

I'm for better jobs, stronger

economy, safety at crossings, clean alr and a
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better commute for all Long Islanders. M
Jquestion 1s, at what cost to the main line
communities and businesses? Where 15 the funding
and who's paying for this?

IT'"ve attended every scoping
meeting since 2005. Concerns about our stations
were ralsed, as well as handicap access. To date,
we have new stalrs with an incline of a small
mountain, netting Tto deter birds from roosting.
The handlicap access has yet To be addressed.

This project Tries To sell
itself as reverse commute, fewer delays for
commuters, less crowded Trains, fewer cars on tLhe
road. Born and raised on Long Island, unless you
work in the City, Long Islanders drive everywhere.

The Long Island Expressway was
built for freight traffic from Queens Midtown
Tunnel to Riverhead. Original plans were to
extend to Connecticut, Rhode Island but were
fought with opposition. It was also to connect to
the Lincoln Tunnel and New Jersey but Those plans
were cancelled as well.

From 1994 to 2005, HOV lanes

were added To lessen the congestion of commuter
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traffic on Long Island, with some success.

Newsday, May 12, 2012, headline.
On the Right Track. Rail terminal called a good
start as Long Island slowly starts to move away
from reliance on road freight.

Public officials have been
calling for track rail facilities for 25 vyears.
New York State DOT estimates 20,000 trucks a day
use the LIE and only one percent use frelight by
rail.

The rail yvards have been buillt.
The main line is what stands 1n tThe way.

Newsday, July 2005, broke the
story. Brookhaven National Lab tTransports
radicactive s0il 1llegally for six months.

Newsday, November 28, '07,
Brocolkhaven National Lab transports 4,000 cubic
feet of radicactive so0i1l to out of state facility.

Floral Park Gateway, January
'0g8, MTA/LIRR, failure to notifyv main line
communities about radlioactive waste being
transported.

This 18 going through our

backyards and our schools.

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
1-844-MGR-RPTG



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

15

20

21

22

23

24

25

39
1-18-17 LIRR AM

Newsday, January 9th, '09.
Freight derall slows Long Island Railroad in Deer
Park on Ronkonkoma branch. Cause:
Miscommunicaticn of crew members.

Newsday, September 16, 2015, New
Cassel freight derails. Afternoon rush is
affected.

Newsday, October 10, 2016, LIRR
deralls in New Hyde Park, collides with work
train, affects morning commute.

The past Ten years There seems
Lo be an increase 1in train derailments and
accidents. The MTA/LIRR need to:

Be held accountable for the rail
companies 1t does business with and the safety
records that they hold;:

Manage its own crews for sleep
deprivation and intoxication;

Maintain its own 1nfrastructure;

Run Tralins on time to avold
overcrowding on The commuting schedules.
My concerns are:

There are gtation conditions
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That need to be met;

What materials are belng
transported on the main line?

Vibration and the effect 1t will
have on the homes due to increased freight?

Disturbing contaminated soil
that 1s 1in The right-of-way That has Toxic
herbicides 1in 1t.

Dust and air guality.

Nolse levels, not everyone 1s at
work during the day and the effects 1t will have
on our animals.

EFEducation of cur children. Our
schools do not have A/C.

Sleep deprivation to the hours
of work times.

The effects on our business
district.

Traffic cocn our roads and The
response times for our police and fire.

Governocr Cuomo promilised an
unprecedented community outreach as part of this
project.

On January 11, 2017, between the
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time of 2:5%4 and 3:11 p.m., The "sorry I missed

VOU, was stuck in my door. I was home all day
and left to pick up my son from school. This 1is
the only outreach I have received to this date.

The project documents are vague.
This 18 not, let's start to build it and figure it
out as we go along, for we all know that doesn't
worlk. We want To be heard by elected officials
that represent we The peocple. This 1s not about
what party you belong to or what legacy 1s left
behind.

We understand the need for
progress to move The Truck Traffic and goods to
and from Long Island and also toc support our
commuters every day, to support jobs and to keep
our economy Jgoing and clean air.

Thank vou for vyour time.

(Applause. )

THE HEARING OFFICER: Our next
speaker 1s Chris Jones.

MR. JONES: Good afterncon.

I'm the Senior Vice Preslident
and Chief Planner for Reglonal Plan Asscciliation.

We're a research and advocacy organization serving
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Long Island and the greater New York Metropolitan
reglion.

RPA has long supported the Long
ITsland Railroad third track as a key missing
element in the region's transit network and we
strongly support the current project as proposed
by The Long Island Rallroad.

The econcmic and environmental
benefits of This project are clear. It will boost
Job ocpportunities for reslidents of Nassau and
Suffolk Counties, encourage more young people To
stay on Long Island, and support more walkable
neighborhoocds near Ttraln statlons.

The project will provide
increased service and greater reliability for over
100,000 daily riders and i1s expected to add nearly
S6 billion and 14,000 Jjobs to Long Island's
economy.

It will also help update a
transit system That has largely remalned the same
since 1t was constructed decades ago, allowing
Long Island Railroad to catch up with Metro North
and New Jersey Transit.

Over The last 20 vyears, Metro
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North and New Jersey Transit have made major
investments 1n new capaclty. These projects,
including a third track on the Metro North Harlem
Line, have zllowed these systems to be more
flexible, redundant and better serve the reverse
commuters and off peak travel.

Az a result, Metro North and New
Jersey Transit ridershilip has grown much faster
than Long Island Rallroads. Between 1990 and
2014, Metro North ridership grew by 44 percent and
New Jersey Transit by a whoppling 74 percent, while
Long Island ridership grew only 19 percent.

Land use policies that direct
development near Transit have complemented These
investments. In fact, the third track on tThe Metro
North Harlem line resulted in a 30 percent growth
in transit ridership and helped catalyze tThe
revitalization of White Plains.

Additionally, the third track
will allow Long Island to reap the full benefits
of other projects, 1ncluding East Side Access, the
MTA's direct ccnnechtion intc Grand Central and a
second track from Farmingdale to Ronkonkoma.

These projects will expand the
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Railroad's capabilities, provlide one-seat rides to
The east side of Manhattan and increase 1n train
freguency on Long Island Railroad's most crowded
line.

But without additional capacity,
the Long TIsland Railroad's main line will become a
choke polnt as more LCralns sgqueeze onto LCwo
tracks. And better Ttransit service leads to higher
property wvalues. For example, a study that we did
found the East Side Access will i1mprove property
values by an average of $7,300 for 400,000 Nassau
and Suffolk households and even more for those who
live cloger Lo the station.

The funding added by Governor
Cucmo for community enhancement 1s a welcome
addition but will still reguire that the Long
Tsland Railroad work closely with the communities
along the corridor in applying these funds.
Communities will see substantilial long-term
benefits from the project, including property
value 1ncreases, shorter commuting Tlimes and the
removal of seven grade crossings that will greatly
reduce local traffic and pollution.

But the MTA and the New York

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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State Department of Transportation will need to
work closely with local officials and communities
in evaluating the options for grade crossings that
are outlined in the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement, as well as to minimize the local
impacts of construction.

We look fLorward To working with
the Long Island Rallroad's local officials and
community residents to make this project a
success.

Thank vou.

(Applause. )

THE HEARING OFFICER: Our next
speaker will be Marlanne Garvin;

Followed by Bob Keeler;

Tom Herron;

Theresa Statz-Smith; and,

Mark Herbst.

Ms. Garvin.

Ms. GARVIN: I am Marianne
Garvin, President and CEOC of the Reglional
Nonprofit Community Development Corporation of
Long Island.

Our mission is to meet ftThe
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housing needs of low and moderate income people,
to create housing opportunities for young
professionals and empty nesters. We are strong
advocates for transit oriented housing
developments.

In order for these housing needs
to be met, we need a Transportation system That 1s
of Tthe Zlst century. We, as a soclety, must make
investments 1n our rallways to keep up with Tthe
increasling demands of our reslidents. Building the
third track will help do this.

As a resident of Long Island and
a user of the Long Island Railroad, I support tThis
project. As The CEO of an organizatlon serving
tens of thousands of residents, 1T support this
project.

T urge vou to do all that is
necessary to build the third track.

Thank vou.

(Applause. )

THE HEARING OFFICER: Our next
speaker 1s Bob Keeler;

Who will be followed by Tom

Heron.
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MR. KEELER: Hi, Bob Keeler from
the Third Track Coalition.

Let me start by saying that the
MTA and the Railroad cast their share of negatiwve
comments over the yvears but in this case, T
congratulate them both on doing a gocod Jjob of
updating The proposal so that 1T eliminates a lot
of The disruption To the communities and, also,
doing a good Job of reaching out to the
communities and explalning how 1t has changed.

The Draft Environmental Impact
Statement goes through a whole bunch of The
benefits. I won't run through those again.

One thing it doesn't say, one ol
the benefits it provides, 1s regional thinking.
Long TIsland starting right after World War IT1 when
it started to grow exponentially, was a series of
small villages separated by large trees. We'lve
always had a lot of problem thinking as a region.

As this project moves forward
and succeeds and produces the benefits that we
know 1t will produce, I think it's golng tTo add to
our ability to think as a reglon.

And finally, as someone who has
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1-844-MGR-RPTG



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

15

20

21

22

23

24

25

48
1-18-17 LIRR AM

asthma and who lucklly has gotten through this so
far without coughing, I think that what Dick Amper
said earlier about the environmental benefits of
reducing, even however small amount, the
automobile emissions, that's a very large,
important part of the whole process.

Thank vou wvery much.

(Applause. )

THE HEARING OFFICER: Next we
have Tom Herron;

Followed by Theresa Statz-Smith.

MR. HERRON: Gocd afternoon.

My name 1is Thomas Herron and I'm
a Councll representative for the Northeast
Regional Council of Carpenters. 1 represent over
2,000 men and women that are carpenters here on
Long TITsland.

We're very much in favor of the
expansion project. The Infrastructure on Long
Island, as we all know, has been deterliorating.
This project, without the construction Jjobs 1t
creates, will alsoc 1lmprove Transportation for
every Long Islander to and from his Job across

Long Island and the Cility.
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Also, T have Two daughters that
work in the City, as many other people also do.
Any 1mproved transportation for them back and
forth seems to Just make sense. We've heard all
the other positives about 1t but this project to
us Jjust makes total sense.

Thank vou wvery much for vyour

Time.
(Applause. )
THE HEARING OFFICER: Theresa
Statz-Smith.
Ms. STATZ-SMITH: Good morning.
Thank vou -- or good afternocon,

for this opportunity.

T am -- T sit on the Advisory
Board of the Long Island Index. IT'm a member of
the Fnergeia Project at Mollovy.

T am also the Executive Director
of the Long Island Arts Alliance.

And today I wanted to talk about
how this makes sense for our arts and culture
industry on Long Island. If we can invite
tourlists To come out from Manhattan to Long Island

for a day trip or even better, To stay overnlight
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and spend money at our hotels and ocur restaurants
and our shoppling venues and To experlience our
amazing arts, culture and history here on Long
Island, that's a win-win.

They come. They spend their
money and they go home without adding to traffic,
housing or school crowdling and They support the
hospitality iIndustry, an 1ndustry that cannot
export Jobs and is growling and 1s a new
sustalinable source of 1income for our region.

For the last few years, New York
City has been experliencing something called over
tourlism. They have balanced this influx ot
tourlists by pushing a five-borough strategy that
gets visitors ocut of Manhattan and into Queens and
BErcoklyn neighborhoods they wouldn't have set foot
in ten vears ago. And these are our neighboring
neighborhoods and it's a release valve that
spreads the tourist wealth.

Long Island is next. Long
Island Arts Alliance, 1n partnership with Discover
Long Island, formerly the LICDB, 1s working
together toward inviting tourlist wealth to our

reglon and a very good public transportation
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infrastructure 1s critical to that.

S0 we're very much 1In support of
this and wvery thankful for today's opportunity.

(Applause. )

THE HEARING OFFICER: Our next
speaker is Mark Herbst;

He will be followed by Tammy
Sstark;

Sylvia Silberger;

Rosemary Mascali;

Richard Guardino; and,

Kyle Strober.

Mr. Herbst.

MR. HERBST: My name 1s Mark
Herbst and as the kExecutive Director of the Long
ITsland Contractors Association, 1T represent the
heavy construction industry in this region, which
wholeheartedly supports this project.

So my comments about the third
track proposal might be viewed as self serving
glven that a number of our members would
competitively bid on this construction project.

So gliven that most of the

oppositicon tTo the third track 1s from those who
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live beside the current right-of-way, let me Talk
about the Second Avenue Subway.

For what seemed like a
generation, the residents along the subterranean
stretch of construction in Manhattan had to live
with constant presence of a massive underground
public works project. Deep beneath tTheir feet,
dynamite set off To propel excavation, There were
street closings, barricades, construction
equlpment and a convoy ol trucks required to build
the subway beneath Tthem. It was not pretty.

And what were they left with on
New Years Eve? One of The most sought after
regldential and retail addresses 1n Manhattan.
Real estate values are already rising.
Millennials wheo worked downtcocwn want to move to
the upper east side. The street surface,
underground utilities and related infrastructure
are all now 1n the Zlst century standards. It's
quickly become a powerful, positive,
Lransformative Zforce,.

The tThird track project won't
requlire anywhere near the level of disruption.

OCthers have already llsted the construction
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benefits for Those communities That g1t astride
the main line but 1t bears repeating.

It will be over —-- tThere will be
more than six new parking structures with over
2,000 new parking spaces benefiting not just the
commuter but the community as local shops and
villages downtCown can welcome shoppers.

Sound deadening walls planned
along the tracks will decrease nolse and
vibration.

The elimination of seven deadly
grade crossings That currently shut down and
isolate commuters during rush hour.

Five new train statlcns that
even make a veteran commuter smile.

And not one single home or
residential property will be acqguired.

If this project falls wvictim to
politics, we all lose.

The communities along the
right-of-way will continue to live next To the
malin line. Traln volumes will 1ncrease. The new
double Track out east and the East Side Access 1n

Manhattan guarantee that. But there will be no
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means to resolwve any of The current l1ssues. Long
Island will lose. We will not be able To make
effective use of new mass transportation assets
that T've jJust mentioned.

And our future will lose 1ts
ability to strengthen the region. Tt needs to
reinvent 1tTself to recognize The reallfties of The
2lst century. And those who abandon Long Island,
the next generation, vyou'll find them living
somewhere along the Second Avenue Subway where the
neighborhoocd has been Transformed because of the
power of infrastructure and the political courage
of those who advocated for 1ts construction.

Support this project. Support
the future of Long TIsland.

Thank vou.

(Applause. )
THE HEARING OFFICER: Cur next
speaker —-- our next speaker is Taml Stark.

Ms. STARK: Thank you for Tthe
opportunity to speak today.

I am a lawyer, a mother of three
children and I commute on the Long Island Railroad

to New York Cility.
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The Time is now To bulld a third
track. If vou have ever seen the standing room
only crowds on peak trains, vou would know that we
are badly in need of improvements to the tracks.

Organizations that care deeply
about Long Island have analyzed this i1ssue and
shown The enormous benefits To The entire region.
And Tthe great thing is that now commuters, the
Long Island economy and local reslidents can
benefit from a third track.

Commuters will see reduced
delays and they'll also have better iIntra-island
and reverse commutbtlng service.

The Long Island Index projects
the economy will see more Jobs for Long Island.

And, of course, dncreased
mobility to and from New York City.

Local residents will see
improved street level grade crossings and reduced
pollution and sound.

I recognize that local residents
will bear the burden of the construction. My hope
is that local residents will see bevond a Ifew

months of local detours and recognize how Thils
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project benefits The entire region.

Construction might be
frustrating for a period of time but I urge my
neighbors and local leaders to start thinking
about the future. Long TITsland simply cannot stay
competitive without an improved rail system.

The Long Island Rallroad will
drag us down 1f we don't start modernizing 1t.

Thank vou.

(Applause. )

THE HEARING OFFICER: Our next
speaker —-- our next speaker 1s Sylwvia Silberger.

Ms. SILBERGER: Hi.

Thank vou for giving me the
opportunity to speak.

IT'm Sylvia Silberger. T'm
speaking both for myself and in my capacity as
Chairperson of Carless Long Island, an
organization That works To enable more convenilient
and safer forms of non-automobile transportation
on Long Island.

We are -- my organlization and
myself, are strongly 1n favor of The Third rail

project. We'd like to encourage you to consider
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cycling and public transit users when working on
this project. We need safe parking places for
cvceclists and to help alleviate more congestion.
T believe that the long term goal should be to
allow public transportation within Long ITsland, as
well as to and from the City.

I realize tThis 1s not vour
Jurisdiction but since There are representatlives
of many local municipalitlies here, I'd like to
encourage everybody To look at keeping the bus
system affordable and convenlient and making much
safer routes for cyclists on Long Island as well.

Thank vou.

(Applause. )

THE HEARING OFFICER: Our next
speaker i1is Rosemary Mascali;

Who will be followed by Rich
Guardino and Kyle Strober.

Ms. MASCALT: Hi. My name 1s
Rosemary Mascali. I'm with Transit Solutions and
I'm a member of the Right Track for Long Island
Coalition.

Today I'm speaking for Lisa

Inzerillo, z Councllmember of the Smithtown Town
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Council.

She writes: to whom 1t may
concern: T have been anticipating the Long Island
Railroad expansion project for quite some Time.

Tt is with great pride that T thank the Right
Track For Long Island Coalition, a grassroots,
non-proflt partnership of L,000 major
organizations, businesses, 1ndividuals
representing over one million Long Islanders tTo
help Long Island Rallroad make this project a
reality.

This project 1s so 1mportant for
Long Islanders benefiting our economic growth, our
vounger generation and our famililies for many years
to come.

As a member of the Smithtown
Town Council, it is of special interest to me to
know that rail service here can be expanded 1in the
future to serve the planned transit oriented
development 1in Kings Park. With a third track,
significant service expanslion such as
electrification cannot occur on the Port Jefferson
branch.

I urge the Long Island Raillroad
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to build the project. Sincerely, Lisa Inzerillo,
Smithtown Town Council.

(Applause. )

MR. GUARDINO: Good afternoon.

I'm Rich Guardince and I am the
FExecutive Director of the Long Island Regional
Plazanning Council and I have a statement on behalf
of the Council.

The Council 1is a bi-county
organization dedicated To promoting the physical,
economic and social health and well being of Long
Island Region, educating Long Islanders on key
issues affecting the guality of 1life and serving
as a catalyst for action.

The Regional Planning Council
has been on the record supporting the third track
since 2008. Tt was the first project to be
designated as a project of regional significance
by the Council.

Our Chailr John Cameron spoke and
issued a statement this past May at a Draft
Scopling Document public meeting, strongly
supporting the construction of the third track and

endorsing the project as critical to Long Island's
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future.

This Ttransformative project will
provide much needed expansion and rail line
capacity on a system that was originally
constructed over 170 years ago when the population
of Long Island was about the population of the
Village of HempstTead today instead of The Three
million people we currently have here on Long
Island.

This expansion will not only
have The net beneficial effect of reducing traffic
and 1ts assoclated air pollution on The east-west
highway arteries, but will also permit reverse
commuting during peak hours.

The ability to reverse commute
will enable persons living in the City to work on
the Tsland, growing our workforce and the TIsland's
economy. Tt will enable intra-island transit
commuting for Long Island workers and then
importantly, will add additional capacity for tThe
multi-billion dollar East Side Access project to
realize 1ts full transportaticon and economic
development potential.

According to the MTA, the East
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Side Access will be a principal driver behind a 28
percent increase 1n ridership 1n the next 30
years.

The Railroad 1s preparing the
svstem for new demands and opportunities, such as:

Governocr Cuomo's recent proposal
to connect MacArthur Alrport to Long Island
Railroad;

Eliminating this bottleneck 1n
western Nassau unlocks the economic potential of
oCher Ttransit improvements. It will enable
freguent and better service for commuters and
increase the reliablility of the Railrocad.

The Council recognizes that a
project of this size will undoubtedly impact
surrounding areas during construction but the
benefits provided by the project warrant the
unavoidable short-term disruption to the local
communities.

We commend the Rallroad for the
masslive effort to mitigate The iImpact To the
surrounding communities. I won't go Through all
the detaills. They've been mentioned. Certalinly

the fact that no residential property Taken for
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the project 1s very important. We know that
vou're working on schedulling the construction,
satellite parking for workers and a door-to-door
outreach.

However, tThe most important
improvement for the local communities will be
elimination of seven dangerous, loud tratffic
inducing and unattractlive grade crossings.

And on a personal note, one of
my nelghbors lost thelr daughter at Herricks
Avenue and we reallze how dangerous these
crosslings are. So Tthis 1s a huge benefit.

The Draft Environmental Impact
Statement details major new benefits, and I won't
go through all them. They've been mentioned
before, the socund walls, the upgrade of the
stations, the new critically needed parking
structures.

But once tThe -- tThe Long Island
Regliconal Council once agaln states 1its full
support of the construction of The third track
project.

It 1s esgstimated that close Lo a

billion dollars, or nearly half the currently
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proposed project costs will go To features
desligned to beneflit corridor residents. In this
era of tight budgets, a commitment of $2 billion
for infrastructure improvements i1is a historic
opportunity, one we cannot waste.

We commend you on your action
thus far. We encourage vou Lo continue to work
with The communities and we look forward to The
building of the third track.

Thank vou wvery much.

(Applause. )

THE HEARING OFFICER: Ckay. our
next speaker 1s Kyle Strober;

He will be followed by Jen
Solomon;

David Kapell;

Marjorie Telasco;

Sandra Lui; and,

Kelly Coughlin-Heck.

MR. STROBER: Gocd afternoon.

I'm here speaking on behalf of
Supervisor Angle Carpenter from the Great Town of
Islip. And I'm golng to read her letter into the

record.
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THE HEARING OFFICER: And vyou
are®

MR. STROBER: Kyle Strober.

T write in support of the third
track from Floral Park to Hicksville. Tt is my

understanding that this project will further a
number of regional gocals and address 1ssues That
impact all Long Islanders.

We are all committed to reduciling
traffic on our congested east-west roadwavys,
improving safety, providing faster commute Times
for workers and promoting railroad use for
visltors to our reglon. The proposed third rail
should help us achieve those goals.

Safety at crossings is crucial.

Tt is my further understanding
that the proposed project would eliminate seven
existing street level grade crossings within the
project limits to provide grade separated
crossings.

Comfort and convenlience of our
reglon's travelers would be i1mproved. A Third
track will add flexibilility for better scheduling

to and from Manhattan, Tthereby easing crowding.
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Along with the double track
project, adding a second track To -- that adds a
second track between Ronkonkoma and Farmingdale,
more fregquent service at more evenly spaced
intervals will give riders more choices and a
better chance at finding a seat during heavy
Lravel times.

Also, the third track will allow
the entire Long Island region to take advantage of
the East Side Access project.

The overcrowding at New York's
two major airports will make Islip's own Long
Island MacArthur Alrport the better cholce Ifor
travelers coming to The region from cltlies served
by LIMA.

Given the proximity to the
Ronkonkoma station, the proposed triple track
project will have a positive impact in terms of
convenlience and economlic 1mpact miles to The east
of 1ts actual location.

This proposed project looks to
the future of our reglon and promotes all the
right goals. It should be thoroughly studied and

perhaps 1mproved as 1T goes through the process

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
1-844-MGR-RPTG



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

15

20

21

22

23

24

25

66

1-18-17 LIRR AM

but the project 1s i1mportant To our region's
growth and prosperity and for all those reasons,
on behalf of the Town of Islip, 1t has my full
support.

Thank vou.

(Applause. )

THE HEARING OFFICER: Our next
speaker 1s Jen Solomon;

Followed by David Kapell.

Ms5. SCLOMON: Hi. My name 1s
Jen Solomon. And as a resident of the Town ol
Babylon and the spouse of a person that commutes
dalily from the Wyandanch station, I'm here to read
a letter into the record from Supervisor of Tthe
Town of Babylon, Richard Schaffer.

T write to support the Long
Tsland Railroad expansion project. BEv adding a
third track to the main line corridor between
Hicksville and Floral Park, tThe project will
address the single largest infrastructure
constralnt to economic vitality for Long Island in
the Z21st century.

Untll the bottleneck 1n the

corridor 1is relleved, meaningful expansion of

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
1-844-MGR-RPTG



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

15

20

21

22

23

24

25

6/
1-18-17 LIRR AM

service on the Ronkonkoma branch cannot occur and
the full benefits of the LIRR investment in double
track and East Side Access cannot be exploited.

The Town of Babylon i1is engaged
in a major transit-oriented revitalization of
Wyvandanch where LIRR is a partner. The Town 1is
also planning a new LCransit-orlented development
of The area surrounding The shuttered LIRR station
at Republic Alirport. As these projects untold,
new demands will requlre 1ncreased rall service to
flourish.

The LIRR is to be commended for
1te commitment tc The communitles Tthat will bear
the brunt of construction Impacts by Including in
the project six new garages for 2,300 cars, five
new state-of-the art rail stations, elimination of
seven dangerous Jgrade c¢rossings and sound walls to
reduce noise and vibration and no residential
property taking 1s reqgqulred.

I urge the LIRR to builild the
expansion project now. Sincerely, Richard
Schaffer, Supervisor Town of Babylon.

Thank vou.

(Applause. )
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THE HEARING OFFICER: Our next
speaker 1s David Kappel:

And then we'll have Marjorie
Telasco, and,

Sandra Lui.

MR. KAPPEL: Gocd afternoon.

Thank vou for hearling me.

My name 1is Dave Kapell and I'm
the Executive Director of the Right Track for Long
Island Coalition.

I'm pleased that we have support
from seven of the Tten Suffolk County Towns. And
I'd like to read a letter now from Superviscr Ed
Romaine of The Town of Brookhaven.

T support Governor Cuomo and the
Right Track for Long Island Coalition in their
efforts to implement the third track between
Fleral Park and Hicksville staticons.

The Long Island Rallroad 1s the
buslest commuter rallroad 1in North America and
serves one of The highest population densities 1in
the country. Therefore, 1t 1s 1mportant to avoid
delays and cancellations.

Employee punctuallty 1s crucial
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to workforce productivity and 1s heavlily dependent
on tThe Timeliness of our transportation systems.
For this reason, commuters should be able to rely
on the Long Island Railroad to provide an
efficient system that will guarantee on-time
departures and arrivals.

The Third track project 1s a
worthwhile investment that will benefit the
population of Long Island's workforce that
partakes in tThe dalily railroad commute. The
addition of a third track will alleviate severe
congestlion during peak hours, decrease Ifrequency
of delays and cancellations, and provlide a more
attractlive and punctual service to 1Tts customers.

Furthermore, tThe third track
addition is projected to stimulate ridership
growth upon the development of nearly 2,300 new
parking spaces at New Hyde Park, Mineola, Westbury
and Hicksville statlions. By providing additional
parking spaces 1n Tthese areas, Travelers will be
inclined to get off the road and onto the train,
resulting in a reduction 1n automobile Traffic
congestlon and adverse environmental effects.

The proposed project also
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addresses The concerns of many residents 1in the
surrounding areas of the railroad by installing
sound attenuation walls along significant portions
of the right-of-way.

Finally, the project will
greatly improve service by removing areas where
vehlcles and pedestrians can colllide with Trains
by eliminating all seven grade crossings.

It 1s time for the Long Island
Railroad To make the necessary and long overdue
infrastructure Ilmprovements To deal with tThe
rising population of Long Island commuters.

I fully support the efforts to
construct the third track project which will
provide a safe and punctual railroad service for
many vears to come. Sincerely, Edward P. Romaine,
BErcolkhaven Town Supervisor.

Thank vou.

(Applause. )

THE HEARING OFFICER: Our next
speaker 1s Marjorie Telasco;

She'll be followed by Sandra
Lui;

And then Kelly Coughlin-Heck.
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Ms. TELASCO: Hi.

I'm very happy toc be here.

IT'm nothing fancy. IT'm a
regident of Hicksville. I live, and have lived
there 211 my life, three blocks east of the
Railrcad in Hicksville.

And I'm tCelling vou, I have not
wanted to go on the Rallroad for the past 30
vears. I used to go as a young child with my
mother 1into New York City for ballet lessons. She
was a Teacher We have a business teaching dance,
a small business, right on Woodbury Road. A seven
minute walk to the tralin station and I still don't
want Lo go.

Between crossing the streets,
the traffic, the sounds, the beeping of horns, the
-— the way it looks to me is Just deplorable and,
also, 1it's been so many years and 1I've heard about
how China has this, Japan has this, and we have
these ancient system here and 1t just 1s terrible.

I don't want to go out. And the parking, tThey

park up all along our slide stCreets. My tenants
have no place to park Thelr cars. People fight
for spots. They leave thelr cars all day long.
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It's just very disappolnting to
me as a human being. And I love goling into the
City. My daughter 15 coming home from Vegas but T
haven't gone tThere in 30 years and I was commuting
there during -- I'm very tender towards the
commute because 1 used to commute while T worked
at Radio City as a dancer. I'd go early 1n the
morning and I'd get back home at 11:55 tTrain or
11:20 train and get back home at 1:00 in tThe
morning, walk home, no problem. It was wonderful.
And I did that for about a year before I moved
into the City.

But I always expected home To be
comfortable and it's totally uncomfortable the way
it is right now. The congestion is bevyvond belief
and nobody wants -- they're so tired from fighting
nobody wants to do anything anymore. Tt's just --
to me it's horrible and I think any progress 1is
good progress. Anything forward 1s good for
everyone. There can't be anything bad with that.

Thank vou.

(Applause. )

THE HEARING OFFICER: Our next

speaker 1s Sandra Lui.

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
1-844-MGR-RPTG



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

15

20

21

22

23

24

25

73
1-18-17 LIRR AM

Ms. LUI: Good afternocon.

I am here because I would like
to say something about the congestion, as well as
Ms. Telasco did. I live on a side street on
Harding Avenue and from FEast Barkley all the way
down to Bethpage Road, they block 1t up. You
can't park anvyway. You work at night, vou come
home, vou have To go six blocks To find a place to
park your own car.

And I think this project will be
a good thing for the community and a good thing
for all concerned.

But, also, they need to also
address some of the other issues That are -- the
trains that are always delaved. My son takes the
train every day. He gets stuck out in Suffolk
County and has to stay overnight in the railrocad
station because the train sometimes don't come and
then you have to take a Train from Hicksville all
the way to Jamalca Just To take a traln back into
Babylon. They need more frequent stops along the
way for people to get off and get on where they
need To be.

But this expansion project 1s a
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wonderful idea and 1f 1t goes through, God bless
vou all.

Thank vou.

(Applause. )

THE HEARING OFFICER: Thank vou.

Vincent Albanese 135 our next
speaker;

Followed by Robert Campbell;

Richard O'Kane.

Oh, did I miss one. OCh, I'm
SOrry. I missed one.

Kelly Coughlin-Heck.

A VOICE: Not here.

THE HEARING OFFICER: Not here?

VOTICES: Kellvy.

THE HEARING OFFICER: Okavy.
Ms. Heck.

Olkay. I'm sorry. I messed up
The order.

Ms. Heck 18 next;

Followed by Mr. Albanese.

(Audience participation.)

THE HEARING CEFEFICER: My
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apologies.

Ms. COUGHLIN-HECK: Good
afterncon.

My name is Kelly Coughlin-Heck.

IT'm speaking today in favor of
the third track project through the lens of a
life-long Long Islander, member of The Long Island
Assocliatlion's Young Professional Committee, Long
Island Builders Institute, and on behalf of
Tri-Tech Real Estate Company based in Setauket,
New York, a firm that's been focused on smart
growth principles and specifically for the last
decade, thoughtful, sustalinable, Transit-oriented
development, tThe aim of which provides housing and
mixed use development in downtown communities with
effective public transit offerings, se=seking to
spur economic development in these communities
while preserving open space in the surrounding
suburban character that helps define our beautiful
Island.

The vast majority of our housing
stock was bullt decades ago and the LIRR over a
century ago. But over the past decades, Long

Island has seen dramatic demographic changes,
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which in Tturn has led to intrinsic changes 1n the
way we live, our needs and demands when 1t comes
to housing, employment recreation and transit.

Vehicle ownership rates and
driver license applications in one small -- one
small example are declining. In fact, in 1983,
87, percent of our 19 vear olds had a driver's
license and today that number 1is 69 percent.

We have a changing population.
Yet Long Island's housing and transit stock has
not changed nearly enough To sufficiently address
those demographic -- those dramatic demographic
shifts and as such, we are seeing droves or our
voung peocple, as well as our seniors leaving Long
ITsland due to the high cost of 1iving and the lack
of affordable housing, transit and job options.

We are the developers for the
Ronkonkoma Hub and we'wve bkeen turned down some
larger corporatlions that were loocking to move To
tThe hub because of the lack o©of a reverse Transit
option.

And so 1n order to Improve upon
Long Island's environmental sustalnabllity and

reslliency, to sustain and expand Long Island's
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economic, soclial and fiscal wvibrancy, to attract
new corporations, we need to be able to attract
and retain a voung, well educated workforce.

Our human intellectual capital
is our most valuable asset. We've zpplied enocugh
bandaids and now we need to focus on the rcocot
scurce of These issues and tThe third track 1is
dolng Jjust that.

Thank vou.

(Applause. )

THE HEARING OFFICER: Mr .
Albanese, vyou're next.

My apologies once agaln.

MR. ALBANESE: Vincent
Albanese, Laborers International Union North
America.

T'"1l1l be submitting my own
comments on behalf of our organization but right
now I'm submitting comments Ifrom the Huntington
Supervisor, Frank Petrone.

He writes: I'm writing to
express my support for the Long Island Railroad
Expansion Project. Adding a third track to the

main line between Floral Park and Hicksville
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should provide benefits for all Long Islanders,
including those who regularly ride the Port
Jefferson line between Huntington and Penn
Station.

A completed third track should
provide faster, more reliable service for all Long
Island Railroad branches and reduce sysTem-wlide
delays that freguently occur based on a single
incident along the main line.

A third track will allcw trains
to avoid track and signal problems and To bypass
disabled egqulipment.

Reliable service 1s also
important To the revitalizaticon of Huntington
Station. As the Town and our Huntington Station
Master Developer are working on potential
projects, both residential and commercizl, that
attempt to capitalize on their proximity to the
LITRR's Huntington Station.

Fnhanced reverse commute
opportunities, which a third track could provide,
are also deslirable to attract the highly skilled,
well-educated workforce that will be central to

the continuing growth of the Melville Employment
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Center and the Town's ability going forward to
attract major employers such as Cancocn USA and
Leviton tc the Route 110 corridor.

Longer term, tThe direct and
residual benefits of this project will help make
Long ITsland more attractive to our vyouth and help
stTem tChe bralin dralin to other areas of The country
by providing the employment and lifestyle
opportunities they prefer.

For those reasons, I offer my
support for the project and hope Tthat 1T recelives
the necessary approvals and funding to allow for
continued progress and swlift completion.

Very Truly vyours, Frank Petrone,
Supervisor, Huntington.

(Applause. )

THE HEARING OFFICER: Mr. Robert
Campbell 18 our next speaker;

He will be followed by Richard
O'Kane.

MR. CAMPEELL: My name 1s Robert
L. Campbell. I am the Manager of Planning and
Scheduling at NYCE Bus at Nassau Intercounty

Express.
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I was 1In a similar positlion with
MTA Long Island Bus for 15 vyvears so I'm a
long-term person 1in —-- in the transportation area
on Long Island.

T support and commend the Long
ITsland Railroad effort for its plan to have a
third track on 1tfts main line. It can only help
bus service 1n all of Nassau County 1In connecting
areas. There will be greater connectlivity of
communities along the way without long gaps 1in
reverse peak schedules.

Lesser traffic will allow faster
bus travel speeds on parallel routes. Fewer grade
crossings will allow better speeds on north-south
bus routes.

ATt NYCE we will be happy to
provide any assistance to bring about this
improvement 1in service for the County.

Thank vou.

(Applause. )

THE HEARING OFFICER: Cur next
speaker, Richard O'Kane.

MR. OTKANE: Good afterncon.

Thank vou for the opportunity To
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speak here.

I represent 59,000 pecple 1in the
Massau/Suffolk Building and Construction Trades.
These people are vyvour mothers, vyour fathers, vour
cousins, vour neighbors, vour friends and on and
on and on.

We're highly skilled trades That
would be doing this job. My members need these
Jobs. Thev're goling to be for a falir amount ot
time and many, many, many of them rely on the
traln system because cars break down and
unfortunately there 1s a statlstic out there right
now that says that 62 percent in Amerlica, of
people 1f their car broke down, they cannot afford
a $500 car pavyment, all the more reason why thevy
utilize the train and need the tTrain. So that
statistic is kind of awful.

But, vou know, we need to get to
worlk. Our members need To get To work and tThey
have To be on time as well. If they don't get to
work on time, They're docked and that's not a good
thing.

But 30 percent of the pecple,

our vyoung population between the ages of 19 and
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30, are leaving because they can't get Jobs.
These Jobs will provide good, high paying jobs.

And once again, we're skilled.
We all have apprenticeship programs. Fvervyvbody
that would be working on that job comes from a
registered apprenticeship program and that --
that, vou know, makes for Taking care of our own.
We don't want people from out of town coming here.
We need To take care of the people that live here.
And we have thousands of people that live 1in tThis
area where this train 1s gonna Take place.

And I Think one of Tthe better
things, eliminating 3,000 horn blasts would suilt
me fine too because I -- I 1live by a Train and 1t
doesn't bother me but, vou know, that's one
aspect, positive aspect of having the -- this new
project come and eliminating that.

And one of the gentleman
speakers before sald about the crossings, the
seven ones that are golng to be eliminated. A lot
of people don't realize The Traffic that builds up
when There's an acclident and you wouldn't want to
be 1n that traffic and an ambulance looking to get

to a hospital. That's a big, big, blig plus and --
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and more emphasls has to be put on that Tto bring
yvou aware of 1t and maybe The peocople who are
against it might think about that and consider
that as a positive aspect.

IT'"we seen traffic backed up and
backed up and emergency vehicles trving to get
through. It's awful. And I know I wouldn'tT want
to be 1in back o©of that with that situation.

So the seven overpasses would be
terrific and, vou know, glve somebody that's, vou
know, dying a chance Lo live.

Thank vou wvery much for allowlng
me spealk.

Thank vou.

THE HEARING OFFICEK: Thank

All right.

Ladies and gentlemen, at this
time we have no other reglstered speakers.

I want to thank everyone for --
vou're registered?

MR. MICHNO: Yeah. I just got
here.

THE HEARING CEFEFICER: Well, why
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don't vou come up and speak. But they didn't give
me vyour card yet but come on up.

MR. MICHNO: Ckavy.

THE HEARING OFFICER: Please
state your name and vyvour affiliation.

MR. MICHNO: Okav. My name 1s
John Michno. I'm not affiliated with any -- I'm
Just somebody who lives 1In Westbury, somebody who

depends on public Transportation to get around.

I came here -- can you hear me
olkay? Because The microphones a little --
THE HEARING OFFICER: Yes.

MR. MICHNC: QCkay. I came here
to express my support for this project.

The Long Island Railroad's main
line as it is, 1is woefully antiguated and
inadequate to handle the amount of people using
it.

I do, however, think this
project needs to be done right and I have a few
concerns.

Mineola should have tTwo 1sland
platforms and Cyster Bay Trains shouldn't be

restricted to Jjust the north platform, which would
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limit service on this line which has seen growing
ridership.

My other concern, which was
stated in the DEIS, is that only one additiocnal
rush hour direction train would be added. wWith
the third track, that means two tracks would be
devoted full-tTime to peak direction service, which
should have a much greater improvement 1in
rush-hour service. Compared To the Babvlon
branch, the rush-hour service on the main line,
particularly west of Hicksville, 15 completely
insufficient.

We should have more three-stop
express flyer Tralins like those stations on the
Bzbylon branch. If vyvou want tTo garner more support
from those who have their doubts about this
project, especially in New Hyde Park and Floral
Park, then vou need to show them how 1t will
improve thelr service.

It 18 clear that commuters, for
the most part, are choosing the Babylon branch for
its modern design and better service. It is now
Time for the main line tc follow sult which will

strengthen the area's economy and make for more
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reliable Traln service.

Let me Just add that a more
robust local bus network is just as important and
instead of cutting service 1t should get increased
funding so service can be 1mproved.

Thank vou for vyour time.

THE HEARING OFFICER: Thank
vou, Mr. Michno.

(Applause. )

THE HEARING OFFICER: I have no
oCher registered speakers but 1f -- 1if -- vyou

should register to speak but come on up, we have
no others at this time.

All right.

Thank vou.

Please state vyour name.

M3. SARRO: My name 1s Samantha
Sarro.

Good afternoon.

How are vyour?

I'm speaking on behalf of -- I'm
a resident of Long Island. I've lived out here 35
vears of my life and I am actually a new

homeowner.

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
1-844-MGR-RPTG



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

15

20

21

22

23

24

25

g7
1-18-17 LIRR AM

I am -- I say this toc say that
as a resident of The Island, however, I love New
York City, that drive 1s horrendous. T utilize
the Long TITsland. My children look forward to
getting on the train to go to the City. We Just
went To see the Rockettes.

It 18 of absolute 1mportance
that we do expand our Infrastructure on the
Island. As a resident I get caught in the traffic
time and Time agalin and 1t -- 1T's Just
horrendous. And anything that we can do to
utilize ocur tax dollars properly to help the --
the community to benefit our Island, I am all for
it.

Many people that T've spoken
with, we all agree this is going to be a benefit,
not just to the workers that get to benefit for
the short time of building the project, but in the
long run 1t does 1ncrease the wvalue of ocur homes,
our Island. It does increase our ablility to move
around, our mobility.

And I Just hope that yvou guys
fTake into consideration the fact that this 1s

important To us as residents of the Island to have
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a more -- sSo sorry, to have a better flowling way
of moving in and out of the City, moving around
the Island.

Thank vou.

T appreciate it.

THE HEARING OFFICER: One
minute.

Can I ask that you see the
stenographer so that we make sure that we have the
correct spelling of vyour name.

Ms. SARRO: sure.

THE HEARING OFFICER: Just see
the stencgrapher right here.

Ms3. SARRO: Thank vyou.

THE HEARING OFFICEK: Thank

All right.

Ladies and gentlemen, unless we
have any further speakers, we will take a break.
We will be here until 2:00 and we'll be here agailn
this evening from 6:00 p.m. until 9:00 p.m. to
take additional comments should vyvou decide that
vou wish To comment on The DEIS.

Thank vou wvery much for taking
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the time To come out and Jjoln us today.

(At 1:01 p.m., the hearing was
temporarily recessed.)

(At 1:13 p.m., the hearing was
resumed. )

THE HEARING OFFICER: Ladies
and gentlemen, I'm golng Lo ask yvou Take vyour
seats once again. We have a speaker.

So once agaln, our speaker 1s
Ellen Redmond.

Ms. Redmond, 1f vou can approach
the microphone. Just say your name and
affiliation, 1f any. And you will have three
minutes.

Thank vou.

MS. REDMOND: A1l right.

Thank vou.

My name is Ellen Redmond. T am
an lnternational representative with The
International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers
and I work for the Third District which covers New
York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania and Delaware.

I'm also a proud graduate of the

EFnergeia Partnership, class of 2006, which I am
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proud to say was The first class.
And I can tell you tThat back 1n

2006 we -- we addressed -- and I'm not sure 1if

vou're familiar with the Energeia Partnership, but

we addressed some of the issues facing Long
ITslanders and adeguate transportation was
certainly on The top of The list.

So I'm glad that we're here
today to -- to Ttalk about iImproving that for Long
Islanders.

And I'd also like to thank vou

for the opportunity To speak here Ttoday about this

very lmportant lssue.

A little about tThe IBW, we
represent 60 -- about 60,000 members throughout
New York State and we are employved in the
railroad, construction, utility,
telecommunications, manufacturing and broadcast.

On Long Island alone the IBW
represents about 6,000 members, of which 92900 are
employed by local -- by the MTA and are
represented by Local 589. The remaining work at
1049 and Local 25 1in utility construction. We

also have members that work in Brookhawven Lab.
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I can tell vyou also that -- That
the IBW's members are highly skilled and trained
in this field. They work as maintenance
electricians that fix and repair the wvarious
different pieces of electrical system on trains.
We have third rail electricians who build and
malintalin the electrified third raill and -- and we
have members That are also qualified electricians
and linemen. So we are certainly skilled and
trained to do the work for thls project and we'd
be proud to do 1t as well.

We are here also to support the
third track and for a number of reasons. The LIR
18 The busiest commuter rallroad 1in North America
and it serves 300,000 commuters daily, of which on
many days 1 am one of them. And T think it's
really unacceptable that we are operating on a
two-track system that was constructed in the 1800s
when we are ncow 1n 2017. Sc —-- and 1t was also
built for an entire population of 50,000.

So a third track along the main
cocrridor between Hicksville and Floral Park would
allow commuters riding the Hempstead, Ronkonkoma,

Port Jefferson, Oyster Bay and Montauk branches ot
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the LIR to see signiflcant improvement 1n one
time -- 1n on-time performance, servlice
reliability, as well as a 50 percent increase 1in
capacity.

And, again, as a rider on the
Long Island Railroad, I would certainly welcome
any lmprovements to —-- Lo our tTime on tThe
Railroad.

And I would like to say that --
that the Long Island Rallroad, 1in spite of the
fact that -- receives criticisms, I have Lo tell
vou that The people that work on the Long Island
Railroad are some of the finest people. Oh, I'm
losing my tTime here, but I would like to Just
commend them for the work that they do.

So in my role as an
international representative, T travel throughout
New York State. T speak on a lot of subjects.
This 18 a win-win for everybody. I am proud to be
here and support this project and I know that the
Long Island Railroad 1s -- can boast that 1t 1is
the largest railroad -- commuter railroad 1in the
United States. And 1t would be really nice for us

at the end of the day to say that we are tThe

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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largest and the best and the most efficient.

S50, agaln, thank you for the
opportunity to bring forth our support and T
certainly welcome the opportunity to work on the
project as well.

Thank vou.

THE HEARING CEFEFICER: Thank

(Applause. )

(At 1:18 p.m., the hearing was
temporarlily recessed. )

(At 1:34 p.m., the hearing was
resumed. )

THE HEARING OFFICER: Ladies
and gentlemen, I'm going to ask that you take vour
seats. We're going to reconvene this hearing for
a few minutes. We have additional speakers -- or
one additioconal speaker at this time.

So 1f everyone 1s ready, Mr.
Mark Lesko, vou are The next speaker.

Typlcally we ask speakers to say
Thelir name and their affiliation and then tThree
minutes to speak.

MR. LESKO: Thank vyou very

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

15

20

21

22

23

24

25

94
1-18-17 LIRR AM

much.

My name 1is Mark Lesko. I'm Vice
President for Economic Development here at Hofstra
University and I'm here on behalf of President
Stuart Rabinowitz of Hofstra University.

And the entire Hofstra
University community would like to welcome The
Long Island Railroad here and we apprecliate the
opportunity of hosting Tthilis hearing on a very,
very lmportant l1ssue To The University.

President Rabinowltz wanted me
to share with vou his very strong support for the
third track for a number of reasons.

Primarily, the third track will
directly benefit Hofstra University. Many of our
students, faculty, administrators and employees
reside west of the University and many of them
reside actually in New York City. And enhancing
connectlivity with the City will only benefit
Hofstra 1in a number of ways, primarily by allowing
us Tto access The labor pool in New York City. And
I personally know of many faculty members who live
in New York City and reverse commute to Hofstra.

It also will benefit the region.

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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And as vyou know, President Rablnowltz 1s The
Co-Vlice Chair of the Regional Economic Development
Council for the Long Island Region and is
dedicated to building an innovation based economy
throughout Long Island and, in particular, in the
region near the University at the hub, the Nassau
Hub region.

And we think that the third
track will benefit all of the efforts on Long
Island to bulld an IiInnovation economy that will
sustaln the region in the long-term future of Long
Island.

And That effcrt has focused on a
varliety of sectors including, biotech, information
technology, energy, food tech -- the l1ist goes on
and on and on. But having increased connectivity
to New York City dramatically bolsters the effort
to create a2 Z21lst century innovation based economy
on —-- on Long Island.

President Rabinowltz 1s a
reglonal leader, 1f not a State leader 1in that
regard. And he strongly, strongly supports the
third track effort.

So with that, agalin, welcome Tto

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
1-844-MGR-RPTG



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

15

20

21

22

23

24

25

96
1-18-17 LIRR AM

Hofstra University and President Rablinowlitz sends
his regrets. He's out of town otherwlse he would
have been here todavy.

Thank vou wvery much.

THE HEARING OFFICEK: Thank

Thank vou for hosting this
event.

All right.

Ladies and gentlemen, unless
there are any further speakers, we're golng to
take a break and adjourn temporarily until such
time as we have additlonal speakers.

It's 1:37. We are here until
2:00 to hear vou 1f vou wish to speak.

Thank vou.

(Brief recess.)

THE HEARING OFFICER: Okavy.
Ladies and gentlemen, we're golng To reconvene.
Two additioconal speakers have arrived.

The first speaker will be:

Chris Bovylan.

Mr. Bovylan.

MR. BOCYLAN: Thank vyou.

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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My name 1s Christopher Boylan.
I'm here today on behalf of the General
Contractors Association of New York. T also
happen to be a2 Long Island resident myself and
live about a block from the Babyvlon line. So I am
a little bit familiar with the impact of 1living
near the Rallroad.

And on behalf of the
contractors, we represent them in New York City
but we're here to support Tthe expansion project
for the greater good of the regional economy.

I, myself, for those of you who
may know, was at The MTA for 21 years when tThe
origlinal project was proposed ten years ago. And
T have to commend the MTA, the Long Island
Railroad, the Governor and his staff for
redefining the project and frankly addressing many
of the issues that were raised at the time when
the project was originally proposed.

So 1t 1s now a project That not
only benefits commuters on Long Island all the way
out to Tthe end of The Island, but 1t also provides
a new level of safety for individuals who drive

north and south. And for those of us who live on

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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the South Shore and intend to go to the North
Shore, this will not only 1mprove safety but
increase The -- decrease the amount of Time 1t
takes to go from north to south, especizally around
rush hours.

Certainly these are good things
for Long Islanders 1n general. Certalnly 1t's
good Tor The economy overall and good for our
members.

So I'm here, again, TCo express
support on behalf of the General Contractors and,
also, on behalf of myself as a Long Island
regldent.

I see this as one of the things
that will help keep us competitive in the national
marketplace as the economy continueses to improve
and is commuting into and back out of the City
becomes even more i1mportant to the region.

So thank vou for putting Tthis
altogether and please let us know how we can be of
additional help.

THE HEARING CEFEFICER: Thank

MR. BOCYLAN: Thank vyou.

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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(Applause. )

THE HEARING OFFICER: Our next
speaker is Ryan Stanton.

Mr. Stanton, please state vyour
name and your affiliation, 1if any, at the
beginning of vyour remarks.

Thank vou.

MR. STANTON: Hi. My name's
Ryan Stanton. I'm assoclated with the Long Island
Federation of Labor.

First, I want to Thank the
Governor, the MTA, tThe Rallroad and the New York
State Department of Transportation for addressing
the Long Island Railroad enhancement project. The
Long TITsland lzbor movement sees this as a top
priority.

IT'm here to testify on behalf of
the Long Island Federation of Labor, representing
over 250,000 union members and thelr families 1in
Nazgzsau and Suffolk Counties, all of whom live in a
reglon that stands to benefit economically in a
significant way should this project move forward.

I'd also add that I'm here as a

voung professicnal Tthat's declded to work, live

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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and play here on Long Island.

The importance of tThis project
has been well documented for many vyears. The
issues it would alleviate are just as well
documented; service delays, air, noise pollution,
traffic and congestion have all become part of our
dally lives and are only growling more severe as
The infrastructure of the Rallroad has continued
to age.

The proposed project provides
substantial benefits:

Improved service on the main
line, which moves 40 percent of the Rallroad's
dally ridership;

Fliminates seven grade
crossings, which directly eliminates a significant
number of the 3,000 horn blasts that occur daily
at the grade level c¢crossings along this corridor.

Install sound attenuation walls
along the Rallroad's right-of-ways;

Upgrades and modernlizes Track
infrastructure such as switches, slignals and power
equlpment.

Our position remalns grounded 1n

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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the concept that those most closely lmpacted need
to be engaged throughout the process.

Many of the improvements and
changes about the proposed project, such as
building cut within the existing right-of-way, tThe
grade crossing eliminations and the improvements
on nolse pollution are a direct result of gquality
and constructive discusslion between The community
and the project team.

This project 1s slignificant for
our labor movement and The entire Long Island
economy. Our workforce stands to galin 14,000 Jobs
over a Ten-vyvear perliod. These jobs represent a £3
billion increase 1n personal 1ncome within our
region and these numbers do not include the
one-time benefits accrued over a five-year period
of 85910 million in increased personal income and
the 2,250 construction Jobs that would fund those
incomes.

So thanks agaln for your Tlime.

THE HEARING OFFICER: Thank
YO u

(Applause. )

THE HEARING OFFICER: Okay.
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Ladies and gentlemen, unless we
have any additional speakers, we're golng to take
ancther break.

We will not officially conclude
this hearing until 2:00. Tt's now 1:49.

We will reconvene if we have any
additional speakers.

(At 2:00 p.m., the proceedings

were concluded. )
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STATE OF NEW YORE )
==

COUNTY OF NEW YORE )

I, MARC EUS20, a Shorthand
(3tenotvpe) Reporter and Notary Public within and
for the State of New York, do hereby certify that
the foregoing page=s 1 through 103, taken at the
time and place aforesaid, i1z a true and corresct
trangcription of my shorthand notes.

IN WITHESZS WHEEREQOF, I have
hereunto et my name this 31zt day of January,
2017.

MARC RUSZE0
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MR. CORNELL: The Long Island
Expansion Project, Rallroad, the third rail -- the
third rail on line. Let's get it going.

Listen, Nassau County needs the

money. It's 52 billion. ITt's a great job and it's
going to help out with all the commuters. Tt's
goling to help all of Long Island. It's golng To

make it safe.

I'm a fireman 1in Long Island. I'm
a firefighter at Westbury. Seven grade changes
will help. It will cause no distractlion to any

driver 1n ten vears when This thing 1s projected to
be done. We can respond faster with fire trucks.

And I guarantee you, there 1s no
worse spot for any Long Island commuter than to be
stuck at Willis Avenue when vou're in the middle of
Mineola and vou're stuck there for 32 minutes
because 1t's 5:30 in the afterncon and there's
three trains That come Through at the same time but
we go right under them and that's fantastic.

Now listen though, the money
point, the money point's fantastic. It's $2
billion. When's the last time we wanted to spend

S2 billion in our backyard? We blew That chance
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with The Islanders. That guy didn't want To spend
any money To make nice Jobs here.

This Jjob will commute tons of
millions of dollars to Long Island, to Nassau
County. When's the last time Nassau County had a
billion dollars to spend in their county? None .

It hasn't happened 1in awhile.

This 18 a billion dollars. People
get off the perch. Get off yourself.

My grandfather came here from
Germany as a pbarber. He built a place on Jericho
Turnpike in Floral Park, which a lot of people come
from that oppose This and guess what he did? He
bulilt a nice business. And what happened To him?
They expanded -- they expanded Jericho Turnpike by
three lanes, both ways. And what happened now?
Jericho Turnpike, a fantastic corridor. There's a
lct of bars. There's a lot of restaurants.

There's a lot of everything goling on on Jericho
Turnpike.

We're muckling up 1iIn Westbury and
now they want to do it 1n South -- and guess what?
We're all good with that too. It made it better

for evervybody.
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the money,

happen.

Get off vour high horse and spend
a billion dollars.

Nassau County, let's make 1t

Thank vou.

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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BETATE OF HNEW YORE ]
s8.

COUNTY OF MHEW YORE |

I, MAERC EUS830, a Zhorthand
(2tenotype) Reporter and Notary Pubklic within and
for the State of New York, do hereby certify that
the foregoeing pages 1 through 5, taken at the time
and place aforesaid, 1= a true and correct
trangcripticon of my shorthand notes.

IN WITHEZS WHERECF, I hawve
hereunte =zet my name thisz 1%th day of January,
2017,

MARC ERUS30
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NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

MTA/LONG ISLAND RAIL ROAD

LONG ISLAND RATL ROAD EXPANSION PROJECT

RE: DEIS PUBLIC HEARING

Hofstra University
Davis &§. Mack Student Center
200 Hofstra Boulevard

Garden City, New York
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1-18-17 LIRR Expansion Project
PROCEEDTINGS

MS. PICCA: Good evening.
Thank you for attending this evening's
public hearing for the Long Island Rail
Road Expansion Project.

My name 1s Elisa Picca, I'm
Executive Vice President of the Long
Island Rail Rocad.

In just a moment I'll be
going over the program for today, but
first I would like to invite you in
joining me and standing for the Pledge of
Allegiance.

(Whereupon, the Pledge of
Allegiance was recited at this time.)

MS. PICCA: Thank you very
much.

And thank you for taking the
time from your busy schedules to be here
today, your input and feedback to this
project are crucial and they're greatly
appreciated.

This public meeting is part

of a robust community outreach process for

MGR Reporting, Inc.
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1-18-17 LIRR Expansion Project
the Long Island Rail Road Expansion
Project that began last year and will
continue throughout the entire project
duration.

In a moment we're going to
show you a video about the proposed
project. After that, we will take
comments from those of you who have
registered to speak. For those of you who
would like to speak, but have not
registered, there's still plenty of time
to do so at our tables by the front doors.

The purpose of this meeting
is to discuss the Long Island Rail Road
Expansion Project, and in particular the
Draft Envircnmental Impact Statement, or
Draft EIS, that was released on
November 28, 2016.

The environmental process
began last spring with a release of a
draft scoping document and continued in
the summer with the release of the final
scoping document. Since that time, we've

performed extensive environmental

MGR Reporting, Inc.
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1-18-17 LIRR Expansion Project
analyses, which are included and presented
in the Draft EIS. The report is available
on our project website, www.aModernLI.com.
It's also availlable at local wvillage halls
and at libraries along the project
corridor, as well as at our project
information center at the Mineola train
station.

In response to public request
for more time to comment on the Draft EIS,
Governor Cuomo has extended the comment
period to February 15, 2017, at 5:00 p.m.
The Draft EIS comment period for this
project was already longer than those for
much larger projects, such as the Second
Avenue Subway and the new Tappan Zee
Bridge. Now, because of your input,
there's even mcore time to comment.

When Governor Cuomo first
anncunced this project, he made it clear
that it would be completely different from
prior proposals. Unlike prior proposals,
the third track will be built entirely

within the Long Island Rail Road's

MGR Reporting, Inc.
1-844-MGR-RPTG




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

1-18-17 LIRR Expansion Project
right-of-way. Since the Governor's
announcement over a year ago, we've
implemented an unprecedented public
outreach campaign, and thanks to your
input we've made commitments to take no
residential properties, to modify all
seven grade crossings 1in the project area,
to add sound attenuation walls, and to
improve stations with enhancements and
amendments like full-length platforms, to
add more than 2,000 additicnal parking
spaces, and to use innovative methods to
speed construction and to minimize its
impacts.

All of these project elements
are examples of our commitment to
community outreach. Your input is
important to us and the process. Your
comments will be entered into the public
record and reviewed accordingly. While
we're here today at a formal public
hearing, there are many other outreach
efforts and many other opportunities to

comment. Our project team has held
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1-18-17 LIRR Expansion Project
hundreds of meetings with local officials,
businesses, leaders and residents. 2And
many of the members of our team are here
today to listen to your comments.

We've maintained our project
information office at the Mineola train
station on the south side. The hours are
posted on our project website. We
encourage everyone to visit, discuss this
project, and to submit your comments. You
can also provide comments on the project
website or by e-mail to info@aModernLI.com.

Finally, we have visited all
residential properties that share a
property line with the Long Island Rail
Road multiple times, and as recently as
last week, to remind residents about these
public hearings.

Now I'd like to turn your
attention to a short video that will
discuss the project and highlight its
benefits, which include service
reliability, safety, and quality of life.

The project will add much needed capacity

MGR Reporting, Inc.
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1-18-17 LIRR Expansion Project
to the main line and eliminate all
street-level grade crossings in the
project area. Incorporating extensive
input from ocur local communities, the
project team 1is now exploring
neighbor-friendly and innovative
construction methods and practices to keep
the impact of construction as minimal as
possible.

(Whereupon, a video was
played at this time.)

Ms. PICCA: Neoew I'd like to
introduce you to cour representatives from
the Long Island Rail Road and New York
State Department of Transportation, as
well as our hearing cofficer.

To my far right we have
Mr. Ed Dumas, who's the vice president of
Market Development and Public Affairs at
the Long Island Rail Road; seated next to
him is Mr. Joseph Zacharia, project
manager at New York State Department of
Transportation; and to my immediate right

is Ms. Susan McGowan, Long Island Rail
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1-18-17 LIRR Expansion Project
Road general manager of Pubklic Affairs.
Susan will serve as our hearing officer,
and I'll turn the meeting to her at this
time.

THE HEARING OFFICER: Thank
you, Elisa.

Welcome, evervboedy, and we
thank you for taking the time to join us
here tonight. Before we begin, I ask that
you bear with me because we have a few
procedural items to cover, I'll try to be
gquick.

This meeting is an
opportunity to hear from you regarding the
project's environmental review process, in
particular, the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement or Draft EIS.

The Draft EIS includes a wide
range of technical analyses on topics such
as air quality, necise, land use,
sociceconcomics, traffic, parking, and much
more. It also reviews any potential
property impacts from the proposed

project, including easements and

10
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1-18-17 LIRR Expansion Project
commercial property acquisitions.

Today's proceedings also
serve as the public hearing in accordance
with the New York State Eminent Domailn
Procedures Law, EDPL. As Vice President
Picca noted earlier, no permanent takings
of residential property will be needed for
this project.

Building station platform
areas, retaining walls, and Long Island
Rail Road infrastructure along the entire
9.8-mile project corridor will require no
full property takings of any type. It
would require four partial acguisitions of
nonresidential properties, which would not
affect any structure. It would also
require three permanent or temporary
easements of nonresidential properties,
and one temporary easement at a
multifamily co-operative residential
property.

Multiple options at the seven
grade crossings locations were also

evaluated. For these grade crossing

11
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1-18-17 LIRR Expansion Project
options, we have identified full
acquisitions of up to four commercial
properties for which the State will work
with the owners to provide relocation
assistance within their communities. 1In
addition, partial relocaticn cf citizens'
acqguisitions affecting the eight
nonresidential properties could be needed,
but in all situations this will not affect
the continued cperation of the business.

Finally, the grade crossing
work may need some permanent rights to
access some parcels of commercial property
during and after construction, and some
temporary rights to access other parcels
of property during and after construction,
in connection with the construction or
maintenance needs after construction.

None of these rights of access will
permanently impact the operation of the
businesses affected.

For complete details about
the grade crossing options, please refer

to the DEIS or visit the DOT table in the
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1-18-17 LIRR Expansion Project
open house area here tonight.

Again, no permanent takings
of residential property will be needed for
this project. Those who may be affected
by property acquisitions have already been
contacted by the State pursuant to the
EDPL. The project team has studied the
proposed project and is able to determine
the relocation requirements for each grade
crossing option and determine which plan
would be preferable. This information
will be considered along with other
relative factors when selecting the
project's final design.

New York State DOT and Empire
State Development will provide extensive
support for the four commercial properties
that may be fully acquired with day-to-day
relocation assistance as needed, including
helping find suitable replacement sites,
reestablishing expenses, and a variety of
moving expense options.

The State has studied the

local real estate market and has concluded
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1-18-17 LIRR Expansion Project
that there will be a sufficient number of
replacement properties to satisfy the
needs of any displaced commercial
occupant, irrespective of the design
option chosen. Property acquisition will
ncot commence until the final design option
has keen approved.

Each affected property owner
will be contacted by a real estate
specialist who will explain the proposed
construction and the acquisition process.
Any potentially affected property owners
present here today may visit the DOT table
in the open house area until the end of
this hearing for further details about the
process or to ask any questions you may
have.

Now in order to give public
comment, we ask that if you haven't
already done so, that you sign in at the
registration table ocutside. We're also
asking that everycone limit their comments
to three minutes, and that's intended to

give everyone a chance to speak.

14
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1-18-17 LIRR Expansion Project

Again, this meeting is not
the only opportunity that you will have to
comment on the project. You can continue
to provide comments through February 15th
at the project office in Mineola, that's
Minecla station, by mail, or online at
aModernLI.com.

We have representatives here
tonight, experts from the Long Island Rail
Road and from the New York State
Department of Transportation, who are
available to consult with you on the
project, and they're in the open house
suite that's just around the corner.

If you prefer to give
comments privately, because we realize
everyone is not comfortable speaking in
front of a large audience, we have a
stencgrapher who will take your comments
and make sure that they're part of the
public record.

Now because this is a formal
hearing, and because we are entering your

comments into the formal pubklic record, we

15
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1-18-17 LIRR Expansion Project
will not be responding to your comments or
answering questions here at the dais.
However, we do have staff, as mentioned,
here in the building, in the open house
room, who can answer your gquestions and
concerns.

If you have any special
needs, be sure to get a hold of a staff
member and we'll try to address those
needs as best we can.

And one final thing, please,
if you haven't already done so, turn off
your cell phones, set them to vibrate or
silent, and I will begin calling names.

I'm going to call the names
of the first five speakers, and ask that
they make their way up to the front row of
seats so they can prepare themselves to
speak. There are two microphones, one on
the right and one on the left. And after
I call the first five speakers, I'll call
the name of the next speaker.

When you come up to speak,

please give your name and affiliation,

16
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1-18-17 LIRR Expansion Project
that is, 1f you're part of an
organization. Then yvou will have three
minutes. There's a timer, countdown
clock. The clock will show as green until
you have 30 seconds, then it will turn
yvellow, and finally when you're out of
time, it will turn red. And if you're not
sure, I'll give you a gentle reminder.

So the first five speakers
are, and thank you for your patience
during that introduction, Paul Pontieri,
Ellis Simon, Karen Reilter, Kent Reiter,
Dennis Feeney. And please correct me if
I've mispronounced any names.

The first speaker, the
Honorable Paul Pontieri, Mayor of the
Village of Patchogue.

MR. PONTIERI: Good evening.
You know, we all talk about economic
development on Long Island, we all talk
about the things that are great on Long
Island. But one of the things that has
always troubled me, and we see it every

time we go in and out of Manhattan, as we
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1-18-17 LIRR Expansion Project
begin to shrink down in terms of your car
trying to get in, you're on a train trying
to find a seat.

Our strengths are the assets
that we have. The Long Island Rail Road,
for communities, is a primary asset that
we have. We have to make 1t as available
as we can make it to the general public,
whether people living here on the island
and commuting intc the city or whether
they're in the c¢ity commuting out to the
island.

We have many, many strengths,
and we devalue the rail road all the time
by not improving it. Not making it what
it can be. This third rail gives us that.
As Mayor of Patchogue, we're con the south
shore line, I'd love to see what a second
light coming in and out -- it would allow
us to do many other things.

But the third rail coming
out, and with the Ronkonkoma hub project
being where that's at, I think really

creates an copportunity for us. You have
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1-18-17 LIRR Expansion Project
McArthur Airport, you have the ability to
build up that end of the island and really
to make that access so much greater.

So on the economic
development side, on our ability to make
it a better place to live, I think this 1is
a critical piece to it. And I'll give the
next person another minute and 30 seconds.
Thank you very much.

(Applause.)

THE HEARING OFFICER: Our
next speaker is Ellis Simon.

MR. SIMON: Good evening. My
name is Ellis Simon, I'm from Oceanside.

And I'm here as a member of
the Right Track Ceoalition to speak in
support of the expansion project.

The third track ketween
Floral Park and Hicksville, and the
related improvements going with 1it, are
really essential to meeting the need for
better and more reliable service on the
rail road, and also to make Long Island's

economy more competitive throughout parts

19
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1-18-17 LIRR Expansion Project
of the Metropclitan region.

There are two projects
currently underway on the rail road; East
Side Access in the City, to bring trains
to a new station keing built under Grand
Central Terminal; and the deouble transfer
of the Ronkonkoma line between Farmingdale
and Ronkonkoma out to our east. And these
projects have been increasing capacity and
add redundancy to the system. But to make
them pay off, the rail road needs an
additional project in between them, and
that's the third track on the main line
between Floral Park and Hicksville.

There are more than 250
trains that use this segment every
weekday, and that makes it the busiest
two-track rail road in the country. And
when things go awry, hell breaks loocse as
delays cascade down the line, sometimes
including the line that serves Oceanside.

So when East Side Access
opens, the rail rcoad wants to add more

trains, but it won't be able to if the
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1-18-17 LIRR Expansion Project
tracks are incapacitated, which is the
case now. The third track will make
additional service possible, and in
addition it will make all the trains run
around blockages and stalled trains on one
of the tracks.

And the communities on the
route will stand to benefit from the
project because seven grade crossings in
the villages are going to be eliminated,
and that's going to reduce traffic
congestion, improve safety, and reduce the
noise pollution from horns and such.

And also rail road plans are
going to add nearly 2,500 spots of
off-street parking, and I think every
community will stand to benefit from more
commuter parking. I don't think any town
has enough, I know Oceanside certainly
doesn't. 2And I'm sure Minecla and
Hicksville the same.

The third track will also
facilitate reverse commuting, and that

will enable people who live in New York to
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1-18-17 LIRR Expansion Project
travel to jobs out here on Long Island and
the suburbs, and that's going to help
address the train drain on Long Island
that keeps local businesses from growing.

And the Metro North rail
road, you have all three major lines out
of Grand Central Terminal have at least
three tracks. Because of that, they have
a large reverse commute business and Long
Island should be able to have that, too.

I just want to say to the
people who have concerns about the project
and may oppose it, please work with the
rail road to see that your concerns are
addressed. The rail road has worked
extensively to redefine the project so its
less intrusive.

Long Island needs a third
track project now. We have so much to
gain from it and too much to lose 1f we
let it die.

THE HEARING OFFICER: Thank
you.

(Applause.)
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THE HEARING OFFICER: Our
next speaker 1is Karen Reiter.

MS. REITER: When I was
growing up, my grandmother always told me
that 1if I was going to do anything I had
to do the best possible jok I could. I
have tried to apply this principal of
excellence to everything I did, whether it
was raising my own child or in the way I
conducted myself at my own place of work.
And I think my jok now, in the winter of
my life, is to set a good example and help
prevent the destruction of suburbia as we
know it.

When you want to do a great
Jjob, yvou need to model your behavior and
ideas after someone or something that has
already done an extraordinary job. We are
here tonight to discuss a possible LIRR
train expansion. And in order to have
that discussion, we must look at the
finest rail road system in the world, and
that is the Swiss railway system.

Beginning in the early vyears
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1-18-17 LIRR Expansion Project
of the last century, the Swiss invested in
technology and infrastructure. Having had
a large railway system for approximately
the same time as the LIRR, the Swiss
approached railways a bit differently.
The Swiss made sure plenty of space was
built into all cities and landscapes,
unlike the very motorized culture of the
US, where building a rail line is a huge
probklem in terms of finding enough pieces
of land to possibly expand an existing
railway.

The proposed
less-than-ten-mile area designated for
expansion is now too densely populated to
even consider expanding a railway. We
have residential homes next to the tracks,
schools next to the tracks, churches next
to the tracks, businesses next to the
tracks, large and dangerous petroleum
plants next to the tracks, historic post
ogffices next to the tracks, children's
basekball fields next to the tracks, bkird

sanctuaries next to the tracks, parking
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1-18-17 LIRR Expansion Project
lots next to the tracks, and pools and
recreation centers right next to the
tracks.

So the time has passed for
railway expansion in this very densely
pcocpulated area. Just like the Swiss, but
unfortunately 100 years later, we need to
remove the Bunsen burners used to defrost
the Jamaica switches and replace them with
some modern technology. We need green
locomotives. The LIRR has to stop
spraying dangerous toxic chemicals in
their right-of-way without ever telling
anyone.

How could thousands of tons
of contaminated soil ever be removed
safely without poisonous dust becoming
airborne? Haven't enough people in Garden
City died from cancer already? We need to
make the LIRR the best passenger line
possible by adding more switches so we
don't have another train derailment like
we did in Garden City. And we need to

invest in trains with positive train
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control, like the Swiss trains, so we
don't have another horrible Hoboken
derailment or the January deraillment in
Brooklyn. All these derailments could
have been prevented if the trains had
positive train control. Every day we
continue to operate trains without a
positive train control, we risk having
another deadly crash.

We also need to train our
LIRR engineers like the Swiss do, and also
constantly give refresher courses to the
LIRR engineers like the Swiss raillway
system requires. Also in Switzerland, if
the train shows signs of overcrowding, the
Swiss add more trains. In other words,
the Swiss run more trains at busy times.

We must also accept the fact
that in order to have the best passenger
line, we have to designate it as a
passenger line and get the overnight
freight trains off this small, densely
populated corridor. The heaviest trains

in the world are freight trains and they
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break rails. Just like the Swiss, we must
move any freight to an alternate mode of
transportation, and that, of course, is to
be decided by the experts whether it would
be better suited for Suffolk to move their
garbage out on a barge system from their
ports or on the side of the expressway.

It is unfortunate it took the
LIRR 100 vyears longer than the sSwiss, but
it's never toc late to improve technology
and explore new ways of improving
everyone's life. We need to have the gold
standard not the substandard.

THE HEARING OFFICER: Okavy.
Our next speaker is Kent Reiter, and we
ask that the audience allow the speakers
to speak uninterrupted. Everyone has a
point of view, we're here to hear
everyone's comments.

MR. REITER: I think the
whole project seems to be a lie. I mean,
what's so important about this ten-mile
stretch of rail that the State has to

offer ¢2 kbillion worth of incentives to
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get this thing approved? They have to
offer all these villages seven bridges at
$100 million a pop, parking garages for
thousands of cars for these wvillages for
millions cf dellars, and all other
assorted buildings for these villages to
go along with the third rail.

The whole premise is that if
there's a grade, and I can't get around it
everything backs up. And we've mentioned
that put more switches in between the two
rails so that you don't have to -- so you
go around the broken trains, so instead
we're going to spend $2 billion for a
third rail, which is not going to have any
platforms, there's going to ke no
stations. The middle rail is -- 1it's
serving mostly all of Suffolk County, it
doesn't serve any of the people here.

There's not going to be any
stations, you can't get on that middle
rail from anyplace in this ten-mile
stretch. So what is the real purpose of

this ten-mile single track 1f it's going
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to have no stations on it?

I mean, we have -- we've been
told that it's not for freight, but it
appears it has to be freight because
there's no stations on it, it's for
freight. But for some reason it's a big
secret, 1t can't be mentioned about
freight. &And I'd like to know what it is,
because every time you ask anybody it's --
there's no extra freight on it, but we
have Brook haven Rail Terminal in Yaphank,
820 acres of freight; the Brook haven lab
has a freight spur, they're always putting
radicactive stuff on it, and that goes
behind our house. And you got EPCAL in
Calverton, that's the old place that has
80 or 100 watts in it, that's going to be
developed all for industrial buildings,
that's a spur.

These are all places that are
ready to go and it's going to be freight.
And the Pilgrim State Spur, there's a
whole project in there, a hub. So Gershow

Recycling has its own spur, Catalyst
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Gravel, these are all commercial places
with freight.

And if it's freight, you
can't burden the people that live along
this track with all the debris and all the
headaches and broken foundaticns and
getting no respect.

I mean, and we're also being
confronted with -- we're being singled out
and manipulated because the press, or
whatever it is, 1s putting commuters
against us. There should be -- it's like
the rail rcad has to have an underdog and
pit one group against another.

It just seems like 1f you
want to buy our properties, buy us all
out, there's no resistance. I don't see
anything in this whole project is for --
that's for the pecple that adjoin the
tracks. That's 1it.

THE HEARING OFFICER: Our
next speaker 1is Dennis Feeney. He will be
fellowed by Mark Mack, Dave Kapell and

John Murphy.
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MR. FEENEY: Good evening.
My name is Dennis Feeney, I'm a life-long
resident in Nassau County and a proud
member of the Laborers Union Local 12958
for nearly 30 vyears.

Before I begin my comments,
I'd like to thank Governor Cuomo, MTA and
Long Island Rail Road for proposing the
third track project that will bring Long
Island a long awaited and much needed
update and expansion of the rail system.

A project of this magnitude
will benefit thousands of Long Islanders,
it is much needed and we should all be in
favor for various reasons.

Initially during the
construction phase of this project, over
1,000 men and women in the construction
industry will have gainful employment
right here on Long Island for several
years. Also benefitting during
construction will ke the businesses that
supply materials, fuel, equipment, and

tools that will be necessary to complete
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this project, thus providing opportunities
for more employment as these businesses
require additional help.

These are just some of the
immediate benefits; however, not the only
ones. After cconstruction is complete, the
Long Island Rail Road customer will enjoy
the use of a new parking garage to safely
park their cars and avoid parking in
residential areas and enduring the long
walk to the station. The customer will
alsc have the use of new well-1it
stations, updated stairs, escalators and
elevators, and be able to bcard trains
from newly benefited platforms, some that
have not seen an upgrade for nearly 50 to
60 years.

Finally, the Long Island Rail
Road customer will be able to find
seating. With overcrowding on trains,
many of us know that the 30-to-45-minute
ride to and from Penn Station can be guite
uncomfortable and unsafe when standing in

a doorway or aisle of a speeding train.
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Additionally, dangerous grade
crossings are a major source of traffic
congestion, and by their elimination we
will improve traffic flow, safety, and
eliminate the potential for more deadly
accidents. This idea simply does not work
in our densely populated area of Nassau
County.

The bridges in this area are
alsc antiquated and long overdue for
replacement. Many are undersized and
narrow creating bottlenecks on our
roadways. Several of these bridges are
approaching 100 years of age. They have
the potential to be struck by a driver and
cause damage that will cripple the
roadway. Must we wait for another
accident to finally take action? Don't we
all deserve better?

In closing, I recommend that
everyone read the Draft Environmental
Impact Study and see for themselves the
details that the MTA and Long Island Rail

Road have put intco a template to minimize
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the impact on the residents and
businesses. A project of this size will
definitely have its opposition, but it's
long overdue and necessary to provide us,
the residents of Long Island, with a safe
and up-to-date road and rail system.

Thank you for your time and
putting forth this proposal.

(Applause.)

MR. KAPELL: Good evening.
My name is Dave Kapell, I'm the Executive
Director of the Right Track For Long
Island Coalition, and I've been asked by
Jay Schneiderman, Town Supervisor of the
Town of Southampton, to read this letter
into the record.

"Dear Mr. Dumas: The Town of
Southampton has reviewed the scoping and
DEIS documents available online as part of
the third track expansion pubklic hearing
process.

"As town supervisor, I
support the Long Island Rail Road's

efforts to add ancther track along the
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Floral Park to Hicksville corridor. I
believe that these improvements will
provide much needed track congestion
relief and operational flexibkility in
riding of trains at all times, and most
especially during emergency situations,
such as equipment breakdowns and other
anticipated events.

"T also strongly support the
proposed safety improvements provided by
the elimination of seven at-grade

crossings and improved pedestrian access

plans. Sincerely Jay Shneiderman,
Supervisor."

I'd also like to -- before T
leave, I have letters. They were letters

read into the record earlier today by
supervisors for the Town of Brook haven,
Islip, Babylon, Smithtown, and Huntington.
I'll submit these for the record.

But I'd like to announce that
at this point, with the inclusion of this
support and the ballconing of our

coalition to 5,000 members, our members
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now speak for over 2 millicon people on
Long Island and we urge you to advance
this project.
Thank you very much.
(Applause.)
THE HEARING OFFICER: Our

next speaker is John Murphy followed by

Mark Mack.

MR. MURPHY: Hello, John
Murphy. I'm a Floral Park resident for
35 years. I live in proximity to the

track, my backyard abuts the track. I'm a
32-year unicon member, the brothers back
there.

My concern with this project
is if it were to go through, it's a
hundred percent union property. It goes
to all you guys in the back, none of
these -- you hear these horror stories
with these nonunion ocutfits, not good.

In November the DEIS came
out, 1t stated many things that would ke
addressed, including the scound barrier

walls. When most people think of the
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sound barrier walls, they think of the
ones used along the highway, usually 12
feet tall, if not even bigger than that.
These walls have been used with great
success. If you read the fine print the
MTA DEIS, table 12-7 it states, "Sound
attenuation walls and retaining walls in
fill sections are most likely to be four
feet above the top of the rail --" the
train wheel is four feet high --
"standalone sound attenuation walls will
likely be six to eight feet high --" I'm
six-foot tall.

A four-foot sound attenuation
wall will do very little for the loudest
of trains, for example, locomctive freight
cars. My concern is to make sure that
this is on property and we have proper
sound barriers, nct a four-foot wall, that
isn't going tco do anything.

And that's all I have to say.
Thank you very much.

(Applause.)

THE HEARING OFFICER:
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Mr. Mack.

MR. MACK: Thank you. I
appreciate your patience with me. Thank
you.

First of all, good evening.
Mark Mack, and I'm just a taxpayer funding
this project. I'm trying to oppose.

I oppose this project because
I believe strongly that the taxpayers have
had enough. For instance, we talk about
the Second Avenue subway system that
started at $4 killion, ballooned into
$6.6 billion. Is this the same repeat of
history that will occur with this track,
this ten-mile stretch, something that
starts at 82 billion over four years,
which equates to $500 million per vyear,
and then bkallcoons into $4 billion more, =0
$8 billion over four years, which would
equate to $2 billion per year?

I think the MTA can allccate
their funds by not necessarily making the
system bigger, but making it more

efficient for everyone else, first of all.
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For instance, everyone has the same fear
that every time a snow storm or ralinstorm
comes, the electrical power will fail, the
grid also fails. Next thing you know, how
will we get home? The east tunnel has
flooded, how will we get out of 34th
Street, Penn Station? How will we get
back to Ronkonkoma? These are the
everyday things that people worry about
during this kind of weather.

I strongly oppose this
building of this project for the simple
fact that the allocation of funds that the
MTA has been spewed out in the area --
excuse me, needs to be spewed out in more
areas. For instance, in North Babylon,
where I live currently, we need a parking
lot there. We have migrants, transplants
from every other area that has a parking
lot they have to pay, they come to this
parking lot and they flood the parking
lot. The residents of North Babylon
canncot park their cars to go to work, to

go to the doctors' appointments, to do
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whatever business they need to do by using
the Long Island Rail Road. We need to
make the system more efficient for the
taxpayer, not necessarily more bigger.

I had a couple of talking
pocints, I'm sorry.

One main concern is why can't
we use that money to fund new tracks or a
new electrical system. Power failures
occcur often. Just the other day, or last
year, a train slipped off in Brooklyn off
the tracks, right, so safety concerns.

I agree with one of the other
individuals here tonight who said we need
positive train contreol. Governor Cuomo,
after the Port Authority -- the train
crashed in New Jersey, he alsco said the
same thing. After the sister crash in
Metro North, he also stated the same
thing. MTA, Long Island Rail Road needs
to invest more in safety. Making the
system bigger, does not make it better.

Thank you, speaker.

(Applause.)
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THE HEARING OFFICER: all
right. We have -- at this time, we have
one more registered speaker and that is
Vincent Albanese.

(Applause.)

MR. ALBANESE: My name 1is
Vincent Albanese, and I'm submitting
public comments on bkehalf of the Laborers
International Union of North America and
our affiliated heavy construction local
here on Long Island, Laborers Local 1298.

We're here today to urge the
MTA and LIRR to move forward with this
critical infrastructure project as soon as
possible.

Our members, and the
contractors we work for, rely on public
investment, much like this one, to keep
people working, particularly when economic
conditions are difficult like they are
right now. The jcbs constructing this
project will be good middle-class jobs
that are the backbcone of a strong local

economy .
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Estimates place those jcbs at
well over 2,000 during construction, which
means over 2,000 families will be paying
local taxes and contributing back to local
businesses. However, for us, this project
isn't just abocut creating local jobs in
the short-term, it's about finally
creating a rail system that works for all
Long Islanders and facilitates an
environment which leads to continued local
jokbs. This, in the long-term, 1s what is
needed to sustain a prosperous middle
class and create future opportunities for
our members.

We also have many brothers
and sisters from many different locals and
trades that use the LIRR to commute to and
from work, whether it be here on Long
Island or in New York City. As trades
people, we wake up early in the morning,
often work long hours, and then, of
course, go to bed early all to be ready to
repeat the cycle again. Our time with our

families is often short and incredibkly
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valuable. This is why increasingly
reliable, long-time train service 1is
imperative to our life as fathers,
mothers, sons and daughters, and, of
course, brothers and sisters. We believe
these upgrades to the LIRR will allow us
the family life we deserve and value so
much.

And I would also add one
final point. Our members train
extensively to do this work safely and
efficiently. While disruptions during
construction may be inevitakle, I couldn't
imagine a more qualified workforce to
complete this project on time and ensure
that the safety of the surrounding
communities is top priority.

Oour members live here, they
coach little league here, they are members
of the local fire departments, and they
care deeply about the well-being of all
their neighbors. It 1is apparent to us
that every effort to accommedate our

communities has been laid out and planned
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for in the DEIS.

We greatly appreciate these
efforts and lock forward to putting our
talents to work moving Long Island forward
for all working people. Thank you.

(Applause.)

THE HEARING OFFICER: Ladies
and gentlemen, as far as I know, we have
no additional registered speakers. Chris,
are you aware of any additional registered
speakers at this time?

All right, then we will be
taking a brief recess. We do have
commuters, as we did last night, who are
on their way home. We will be here until
9:00 to take testimony from those people
who show up later in the evening.

So we'll be taking a brief
recess, but we're not going anywhere, and
the open house room is open if you have
any gquestions or concerns for our experts.

Thank you.
(At 7:17 p.m., the public

hearing was temporarily recessed.)
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(At 7:25 p.m., the public
hearing reconvened.)

THE HEARING OFFICER: Ladies
and gentlemen, if you could take your
seats and give your attention to the next
speaker, Mr. John Kingston.

If you could, please state
your name and your affiliation, if any,
and then you have three minutes.

MR. KINGSTON: John Kingston;
Carle Place, New York. Just here to voice
my support as a 36-year commuter on the
Long Island Rail Road.

I'm sure you're into your
fourth session and by now you've heard
almost everything. So I was trying to
think of a couple perspectives I could
bring.

I do travel quite a bit for
work and wherever I go, I do try to take
mass transit just because I prefer it and
I like to see how the systems work.

Two things that I'm thinking

of recently. There's a commuter rail
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service in Virginia called Virginia
Railway Express, VRE, it runs between
Fredericksburg and Washington, also
branches from Manassas to Washington. It
is a mere fraction of what travels on the
Long Island Rail Road, and if you want to
go out at 4:00 in the afternoon from
Fredrickskberg to go to Washington you
can't. There's just no services. It's
essentially northbound in the morning and
southbound in the evening.

Couple years ago they were
getting bottlenecks with CSX trains
because they use CSX trackage for most of
their pathway and they added a third rail,
third set of tracks. And what really
struck me is this sort of dinky rail rcad
compared to Long Island Rail Road could
see the need for three tracks, but yet
there's still our opponents, some of them
elected officials, who resist it here. I
think the example that they set, kind of,
shows that if you're in a major city, two

tracks just simply isn't enough.
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The other point I want to
make is, I don't know, I travel a lot. I
travel to Europe, Asia, and one thing when
you're in a business like mine, you get a
sense of how much Long Island is in
competition. We're in competition with
other areas in New York, the New York
Metropolitan area for the best people, the
best jobs, the best companies. We are in
competition with other areas in the
country. We are in competition with
Boston, Washington, Philadelphia, and so
on.

And the place that we're
really in competition with is in London.
2And the reason we are in competition with
London is we're essentially both trying to
be the worldwide financial capital of the
world. And obviously we know the benefits
here on Long Island being, but I think we
would still be the worldwide financial
capital.

Next year, I believe it's

next year, they're going to open up
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Crossrall in London. It's a massive
expansion of their rail system, it will go
from Heathrow to Canary and other parts of
Londen. There's already a geal
surrounding many of the construction
projects on the plans. Now there's a
Crossrail 2, which is another big project
that's alsc going teo tie inteo an already
extensive system.

These kind of things matter
here. I work for a company that I saw my
division's headgquarters move from New York
to London, so I've seen this kind of
movement. It is important that we stay
competitive, not just with other areas in
this regicon, not just with other areas in
this country, but with other areas in the
world. And that's why you have my full
backing and hope that you'll approve this
project and can't wait for it to get
started.

Though I did want to say my
station in Carle Place is going to be

cleosed for a year. So I'm neot too happy
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about that, but 1f you could change that,
that would be great. Thank you.

THE HEARING OFFICER: Thank
you.

Do we have any other speakers
at this time?

(No response.)

THE HEARING OFFICER: aAll
right. We're going to take another
recess, but as mentioned earlier, we're
having this session in the evening because
we know there are people who are working
during the day and need time to get home
at night before they can attend. So like
last night, we expect to -- we will be
here until %:00 for anyone who signs up to
speak between now until then.

Thank you very much, all of
you, for coming and participating in this
event.

(At 7:28 p.m., the public
hearing was temporarily recessed.)

(At 8:45 p.m., the public

hearing reconvened.)
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THE HEARING OFFICER: It's
8:45 p.m., there's no more registered
speakers, we're concluding this evening's
hearing.
Thank you for joining us.

(Time ncoted: 8:45 p.m.)
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any of the parties to this action by blood or by
marriage and that I am in no way interested in the
outcome of this matter.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my

hand this 20th day of January 2017.

YU CHLe

NICOLE ELLIS

MGR Reporting, Inc.
1-844-MGR-RPTG
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39:15.16 stretch (3) Swiss (12) testimony (1) 19,20,21,22.23,24,25;
spots (1) 27:24.28:24.38:16 23:24.24:2 5.7, 44:17 25:2,4.30:21:40:9,13;
21:16 strong (1) 25:7.26:2,12,14,17, | thanks (1) 46:17,20,25
spraving (1) 41:24 18:27:2,10 7.5 trades (2)
25:13 strongly (3) switches (3) thinking (1) 42:18,20
spring (1) 35:10;38:10,39:12 25:10,22;28:12 45:24 traffic (4)
5:21 struck (2) Switzerland (1) third (14) 10:22:21:12;33:3,5
spur (4) 33:16,46:18 26:15 6:24;18:17,22; train (18)
29:14,20,23,25 structure (1) system (16) 19:19;20:14;21:3,23; 6:8.8:7.18:3,22:4,
staff (2) 11:17 20:11;23:23.24, 22:19;28:8,16;31:10; 23:21,25:23,25.267,
16:4.9 Student (1) 24:4:26:15.27:7, 34:21:46:16,17 9.11,16,32:25:37:11;
stairs (1) 1:9 31:12:34:7,38:12,24; | Though (1) 40:12,16,17:43:3,11
32:14 studied (2) 40:4,10,23:42:9:48:3, 48:23 trains (20)
stalled (1) 13:8,24 10 thousands (3) 20:5,17.25.21:5.6;
21:6 Study (1) systems (1) 25:16;28:5;31:14 25:25.26:2.6,8,17.18,
stand (2) 33:23 45:23 three (7) 23,24,25:.28:14;32:15,
21:9.18 stuff (1) 11:18:14:24:17:3; 21.35:6;37:17:46:14
standalone (1) 29:15 T 22:7.9,45:10;46:20 | transfer (1)
37:12 submit (2) throughout (2) 2007
standard (1) 8:11;35:21 table (4) 5:4:19:25 transit (1)
27:14 submitting (1) 12:25,14:14,22, thus (1) 45:22
standing (2) 41:8 377 32:2 transplants (1)
4:13;32:24 substandard (1) tables (1) tie (1) 39:19
started (2) 27:14 5:13 489 TRANSPORTATION (5)
38:13;48:22 suburbia (1) takings (3) timer (1) 1:2,9:16,24;15:12;
starts (1) 23:14 11:7.14;13:3 17:4 27:4
38:17 suburbs (1) talents (1) times (3) travel (4)
STATE (13) 22:3 44:5 8:17;,26:18;35:6 22:2:45:20:47.3,4
1:2:9:16,23;11:5; Subway (2) talk (3) today (7) travels (1)
MGR Reporting, Inc. (9) Southampton - travels
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46:6 437 37:2,5,8,8,12 42:9 1298 (2)
tried (1) up-to-date (1) wants (1) world (4) 31:5:41:12
23:8 347 20:24 23:23;26:2547:20, |15 (1)
troubled (1) urge (2) ‘Washington (4) 48:19 6:13
17:24 36:3;41:13 46:4,5,9,47:13 worldwide (2) 15th (1)
try (3) use (8) watts (1) 47:19,22 15:5
10:12;16:10;45:21 7:13;10:21:20:17, 29:18 worry (1) 18 (1)
trying (5) 32:9,13,40:9;42:18;, | way (3) 39:10 1:13
18:3,3,38:8:45:17, 46:15 16:18,23:10;44:16 worth (1)
47:18 used (3) ways (1) 2725 2
tunnel (1) 25:9.37:3,5 27:12 wwwaModernLIcom (1)
39:6 using (1) weather (1) 6:4 2(2)
turn (5) 40:2 39:11 36:2;48:8
§:20;10:4;16:13; usually (1) website (3) Y 2,000 (3)
17:6.8 373 6:4,8:9,13 7:12:42:3,4
two (5) week (1) Yaphank (1) 2,500 (1)
16:20.20:3;28:12; Vv 8:18 29:12 21:16
45:24;46:24 weekday (1) vear (8) 200 (1)
two-track (1) valuable (1) 20:18 5:3,7:3,38:18.21; 1:10
20:19 43:2 Welcome (1) 40:12,47:24,25,48:25 | 2016 (1)
type (1) value (1) 10:8 years (11) 5:19
11:14 43:8 well-being (1) 23:25,25:8.27:10; 2017 (2)
variety (1) 43:22 31:6,22:32:18,33:15; 1:13:6:13
U 13:22 well-lit (1) 36:12;38:17,20,46:13 | 250 (1)
various (1) 32:13 vellow (1) 20:16
uncomfortable (1) 31:1e what's (1) 17:7 28(1)
32:24 vibrate (1) 27.23 YORK (13) 5:19
under (1) 16:14 wheel (1) 1:2.11;9:15,23;
20:6 Vice (3) 37:11 11:5,13:16;15:11; 3
underdog (1) 4:8:9:19:11:6 ‘Whereupon (2) 21:25:.42:20:45:12;
30:14 video (3) 4:15.9:11 47:8,8.45:13 30(3)
undersized (1) 5:7:8:21.9:11 wherever (1) 17:6,19:9:31:6
33:12 view (1) 45:21 Z 30-to-45-minute (1)
underway (1) 2719 whole (4) 3222
20:4 village (2) 27:22,28:9,29.24, Zacharia (1) 32-year (1)
unfortunate (1) 6:5,17:18 30:19 9:22 36:14
27.9 villages (4) who's (1) Zee (1) 34th (1)
unfortunately (1) 21:11,28:3,5,7 9:19 6:17 39:7
258 Vincent (2) wide (1) 35(1)
uninterrupted (1) 41:58 10:19 1 36:12
27:18 Virginia (2) winter (1) 36-year (1)
Union (4) 46:2.2 23:12 1,000 (1) 45:13
31:5;36:14,18; visit (3) within (2) 31:19
41:10 8:10;12:25:14:14 6:25,12:6 100 (4) 4
University (1) visited (1) without (3) 25:8;27:10,29:18;
1:8 8:14 25:14,18;26:8 33:15 4:00 (1)
Unlike (2) voice (1) women (1) 1-18-17 (47) 46:8
6:23,24:9 45:12 31:19 4:1;:5:1:6:1,7:1.8:1;
unprecedented (1) VRE (1) words (1) 9:1;10:1;11:1;12:1; 5
7:4 46:3 26:17 13: 1 14 1 AL 1 16:1;
unsafe (1) work (14) 17:1;18:1;19:1;20:1; | 5,000 (1)
32:24 W 12:4,13;22:14; 21:1;22:1;23 1;24:1; 35:25
up (10} 23:11:33:7.39.24, 25:1;26:1;27:1;28:1; | 5:00 (1)
12:3;16:18,24;19:3; | wait (2) 41:18;,42:19,22; 29:1;30:1;31:1;32:1; 6:13
23:5,28:11;,42:21; 33:18:48:21 43:12:44:5:45:21,23; 33:1;34:1;35:1;36:1; |50 (1)
44:18,47:25:49:17 wake (1) 48:12 37:1:38:1;39:1:40:1; 32:17
update (1) 42:21 worked (1) 41:1:42:1:43:1,44:1;
31:12 walk (1) 22:16 45:1;46:1;47:1;48:1; 6
updated (1) 32:12 workforce (1) 49:1;50:1
32:14 wall (2) 43:15 12 (1) 6:31 (1)
upgrade (1) 37:16,20 working (3) 373 1:14
32:17 walls (8) 41:20,44:6,49:13 12-7 (1) 60 (1)
upgrades (1) 7:9,11:11;36:25; works (1) 377 32:18
MGR Reporting, Inc. (10) tried - 60

1-844-MGR-RPTG



1-18-17 LIRR PM public hearing
January 18, 2017

7:17 (1)
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820 (1)
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NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

MTA/LONG ISLAND RAIL ROAD

LONG ISLAND RAIL ROAD EXPANSION PROJECT

RE: DEIS PUEBLIC HEARING

Inn at New Hyde Park
214 Jericho Turnplke

New Hyde Park, New York

January 19, 2017

l:¢01 P.M. - 1:03 FP.M.

STENOGRAPHIC TRANSCRIPTION OF PRIVATE COMMENTS OF
CURTIS A¥ELSEN

REPORTED BY: Marc Russo, Stenographer
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MR. AXELSEN: Curtis Axelsen,
A-x-e-1l-gs-e-n, 1421 Lowell, L-o-w-e-1-1 Avenue, New
Hyde Park, New York, resident.

I'd just like to comment tThat the
plan put forth by the MTA doesn't address the
economic impact of their taking of the storage
building off of New Hyde Park Road.

As a former School Board member of
both the New Hyde Park/Garden City Park School
District and the Sewanhaka School District, the
logs of revenue if it's $300,000, as that's what's
projected in the plan, we're Talking about the
potential loss of Tthree teacher salarlies, minimal.

The MTA needs to commlit to a plan,
not only for construction but a plan to reimburse
the village and the School District affected by
their construction with the loss of revenue.

T personally would like to see
them Take the school districts and the village out
of the MTA salary tax, which I think still exists.
And 1f not, then certalinly we -- the school
districts should get additional funding from the
Governocr's office To make up for the loss of the

revenue.

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
1-844-MGR-RPTG
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Some MTA representatives have sald
to me that Tthey anticlpate that The tax base will
go back up because of the increased value of
property or that we can use the -- the taken
property for additional parking, which can generate
additional revenuese, but there's no commitment To
date as Lo the MTA's plan to make up for This loss
of significant yearly revenue, certainly while the
construction's golng on and thereafter.

That's all.

Thank vou so much.

Olkay. We're good.

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
1-844-MGR-RPTG
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NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

MTA/LONG ISLAND RAIL ROAD

LONG ISLAND RAIL ROAD EXPANSION PROJECT

RE: DEIS PUEBLIC HEARING

Inn at New Hyde Park
214 Jericho Turnplke

New Hyde Park, New York

January 19, 2017

10:21 A.M. - 10:58 A.M.

STENOGRAPHIC TRANSCRIPTION OF PRIVATE COMMENTS OF
BESS GIORDANO

REPORTED BY: Marc Russo, Stenographer
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MsS. GICRDANO: Ckavy.

My name 1is Bess Gliordano. I live
at 500 Sixth Avenue, New Hyde Park. I'm right
across from the railroad tracks.

My house is only 40 feet from
where the third rail is supposed to go and I have a
couple of, vyvou know, kind of problems witTh the
third -- not problems, vyou know, things that might
erupt, especlially with construction.

BRecause I'm so close, I have -—--
and the street's very narrow because my house 1is
right there. I have -- golng Tto my house we have a
water line. I have a sewer line. And I'm talking
about the wvibrations, things that might cause tTo
this kind of stuff.

And also underneath my steps, the

right side of my steps, T have -- TI'm on a slab so
T have an oil tank there. S0 the wvibrations are
golng to be a real problem 1f they're severe. It

may cause a lot of damage with tThe windows and

everything else.

So -- let me see concerns -- oh,
these glasses aren't working. The vibrations --
extreme water, earth, sewer lines, oll Tank -- I

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
1-844-MGR-RPTG
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did that. Damage to the home.

Constant nolse due to the
construction they have on the tracks. T should
have wore my other glasses.

There must be a way -- but there's
going to be a lot of pounding. T was warned about
that when construction dces start. And 1f there's
any way that the pounding could be subsided a bit,
especlially when 1it's so close to -- I'm not the
only one That's that close. There are pecple That
are clogse also.

And I want them to, vou know, 1T
they can 'cause I have had some -- some
construction golng on near me that they were
pounding and the house was shaking. And I did call
them and they -- they did something so it wasn't
bad. The house wasn't shaking any more and it
wasn't that bad with the wvibrations.

So 1T anything can be done on that
end, especlially when they're bordering homes and
even businesses you can't, vou know, there could be
damage done there.

And The contaminated materials

like, as I said, I'm right across from where tThe

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
1-844-MGR-RPTG
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third rail 1s going To go. I'm on the south side.
My house faces the tracks and there's like, vou
know, the dirt thevy're going to be bringing up and
stuff that's going to go in the air that can be
hazardous to the health. T mean, vyou know, that's
going to be a big problem.

I mean, I don't know 1f anvything
was ever put down there in the past but 1t should
be addressed.

Let's see what else. Concerns,
damage.

Olkay. Now the guality of 1life for
the duration of tThe project and after 1s golng to
be horrendous, especially 1f 1t's Three or four
vears. I mean -- I mean, we're not going to be
able to travel south -- I mean, I'm on the =south
side of the tracks and traveling around the
neighborhood is going to be a horror. Tt i1is going
to be a horror.

And it's like, I don't mind that
much for the trains, as far as the nolse and stuff
because the Tralns are not a problem with the
vibrations, 1t's Just Tthe freight Tthat causes a big

problem with vibrations, noise.

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
1-844-MGR-RPTG



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

15

20

21

22

23

24

25

The electrified Trains aren't that
bad as far as sound and vibrations, 1tL's the
freight. Now if there's any way 1f this third
thing goes through that if freight goes through --
freight is going to go through, 1t's placed on the
center, on the center rail, not on the sgide where
the houses or businesses are and, also, to kind of
confine thelr speed because once the -- once The --
the crossings go, what's to stop them from going
faster? They usually slow down because they're
reaching a crossing. Because the freight trains
don't stop at stations, they go stralght Through.
They go straight through to Hicksville or wherever
they go.

20 as far as that, I'm concernesd
about speed on the freight because that can cause a
big problem with the noise and the vibrations would
be more because they really -- they really make a
lct of noise and -- and rumble tThe house. Whenever
a freight train goes by, even now 1s a little
shaking, vou know, like 1f I'm on the couch, vou
can feel a little vibration.

And now with the third rail, 1t

might be on the south side 1f Tthey come -- plus --

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
1-844-MGR-RPTG
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plus they might be golng faster. I think that

would be a problem.

And also the freight train - I got
that.

Now IT've been living in New Hyde
Park for like over 3b years. T lived by the tracks
for 35 vyears. I really haven't had a problem with
the tracks for 35 vyears. Some people say, oh, you

moved by the tracks, what do you expect?
Thirty-five vyears, no problem.

I foresee a problem with this,
with The construction, the length of time for the
construction, the disarray, Tthe -- the disruptment
of everything in the neighborhood, the disruptment
of everything.

T mean the people from the
Railroad have been very nice. They've come by,
they've loocked, they've addressed some things,
which i1is, I mean, I really appreclate 1t.

John McCarthy, he was a, vyvou know,
I sald something, what, about a wall or something
like that and sound proofing. And They're goling
along with that, which I appreciate That very much.

But there's still other things that have to be

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
1-844-MGR-RPTG
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looked at because 1t's golng Lo cause a lot ot
problems for a lot of people that live 1in This
neighborhood that aren't going to be benefiting by
any of this.

The crossings should have been
done a2 long time ago because of safety. You know,
1T should have been done because of safety at The
crossing. But this here 1s golng to be —-- 1t's
golng to be horrible for the area. And not only
us, Floral Park, New Hyde Park. I don't know 1f
the other -- The other areas are goling to be
affected by 1t but I know we're very close with New
Hyde -- with Floral Park, vyou know.

Az a matter of fact, I'm a
neighbor to the Floral Park pool.

So as I =aid, 1like this 18 what
IT'm concerned about and basically, vou know, T -- T
know this is for the commuters but you got to look
at the other side of, vyou know, who are you golng
to harm and it's golng to be -- 1it's goling to be
harmful to a lot of people and even businesses.
BEecause peocple on the south slide are not goling to
travel across that mess when the crossings get

done, the track gets done, They're not goling to be

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
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able to go across there because when New Hyde FPark
gets done, Covert's golng to be closed.

Fvervone's going to go south.
They're not going to go north Just to shop and
everything else, 1f they can get out of the
neighborhood because Floral Park is too bad when it
geltLs closed down because that's golng to be worked
QI . I mean, 1t's going To be hard to get out ot
the neighborhood golng -- going north because
everything 1s goling to be shut down and blocked.

That's mine. That's 1t.

Thanks a lot.

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
1-844-MGR-RPTG
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NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
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MR. MC ALLISTER: Hi. My name 1s
Stephen McAllister.

I am the Police Commissioner of
the Village of Floral Park, the Police Department.

T have a couple of concerns that T
wish to share with the Long Island Railroad and the
MTA due to Thelr oncoming or projected Third rail
project.

First, I would like to know 1f
they have any plans for —-- tThat they could share
with me for the actual construction phase as tTo
where They're going to stage thelir employees and,
also, equipment and/or thelr private wvehicles.

We are a densely populated
village, as they may be aware, and we don't have
much parking to accommodate their needs. So T
would be interested in seeing those guestions
answered.

Secondly, with the constructlion of
the Covert Avenue underpass, or overpass wWhlichever
vyou may choose, during Tthat constructlon phase most
traffic will be diverted 1Into or through Floral
Park. And I am concerned because Tullip Avenue,

which runs east-west presently today, has

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
1-844-MGR-RPTG
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approximately 10,000 cars per day and Plainfield
Avenue, which intersects golng north-south has
approximately 8,000.

So at the intersection of Tulip
and Plzinfield, 18,000 wvehicles. Any —-- 1t's
already congested especially during peak travel
times, AM rush, PM rush. So I'm concerned with The
additional volume as Tto how we are golng toc cope as
a village and what plans are goling to be made To
help us alleviate.

The problems we're golng to deal
with are due tc added volume. We will have added
acclidents and, therefore, some alided cases and
injuries due to accidents.

My police officers will be called
upocn to respond to those additional aided and
accidents, thereby taking them out of service to
the rest of the village. So how do we alleviate
that projected problem? And are Tthere any plans
for traffic diverslon?

And that's all I have to say.

Thank vou for vyvour Ttime and I look

forward to your response.

MGR REPORTING, INC.,
1-844-MGR-RPTG
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Ms. THOMPSON: Ckavy. My name 1s
Ann Thompson.

T live at 40 Hathaway Drive in
Garden City. Tt has been my residence for 40
years.

ITt's a unigue neighborhood with
narrow streets and sidewalks only on one side. It
also has many young Tfamilies.

My concern 1s the cilircle, which
currently borders Greenridge -- which currently 1s
at Greenridge Avenue and Clinch Avenue. I'd like
to know 1f this will be open for people to drop
tralin passengers off or 1f this will be blocked
off, so that my nelighbors and I don't have to worry
about traffic in this wvery child-friendly
neighborhoocd, if this will affect the safety of the
children.

T have spoken to representatives
and they have Told me that they're not guite sure
what will happen to this clrcle and 1f there will
be access for cars from Greenridge and Hathaway.

My e-mailil 1s a -- t-h-o-m-p
88666@aol.com.

I would appreciate some sort of
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response since the representatives T

morning did not have any 1info.

Thank vou.

THE STENOGRAPHER:

reference to yvour e-mail, 88 number?

athomptsb6b.

the letter AT

had met this

Okavy. Just in

Ms5. THOMPSON: 6866.

THE STENOGRAPHER:

Ms5. THOMPSON: And

THE STENOGRAPHER:

Okavy.

it's

So 1t wasn't

Ms. THOMPSON: Yeah, vyeah.

Olkay. Who knows.

Whatever.
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BETATE OF HNEW YORE ]
s8.

COUNTY OF MHEW YORE |

I, MAERC EUS830, a Zhorthand
(2tenotype) Reporter and Notary Pubklic within and
for the State of New York, do hereby certify that
the foregoeing pages 1 through 4, taken at the time
and place aforesaid, 1= a true and correct
trangcripticon of my shorthand notes.

IN WITHEZS WHERECF, I hawve

hereunte =zZet my name thisz 1%th day of January 2017.

MARZ EREUBEO0
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NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
MTA/LONG ISLAND RAIL ROAD
LONG ISLAND RATL ROAD EXPANSION PROJECT
RE: DEIS PUBLIC HEARING
The Inn at New Hyde Park
214 Jericho Turnpike

New Hyde Park, New York

January 1%, 2017

11:30 a.m.

BEFORE:
SUSAN McGOWAN, LIRR

THE HEARING OFFICER
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1-19-17 LIRR Expansion Project

PROCEEDTINOGS

MS. PICCA: Good morning.
And if you could please take your seats,
we're ready to begin our program this
morning.

Good morning. Thank you for
attending today's pubklic meeting for the
Long Island Rail Road Expansion Project.
My name is Elisa Picca, I'm executive vice
president for the Long Island Rail Road.

In just a moment I'll be
going through our program for today, bkut
first I would like to invite you to stand
and join me for the Pledge of Allegiance.

(Whereupon, the Pledge of
Allegiance was recited at this time.)

MS. PICCA: Thank vyou.

And thank you for taking the
time from your busy schedules to be here
today, your input to this project is
crucial and is greatly appreciated.

This pubklic meeting is part
of a robust community outreach process for

the Long Island Rail Road Expansion

MGR Reporting, Inc.
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1-19-17 LIRR Expansion Project
Project that began last year, and that
will continue throughout the project
duration.

In a moment we're going to
show you a video about the proposed
project. After that, we will take
comments from those who have registered to
speak. For those of you who would like to
speak and have not yet registered, there's
plenty of time to do so and you can sign
up at the tables in the back.

The purpose of our meeting
today is to discuss the Long Island Rail
Road Expansion Project, and in particular,
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement
that was released on November 28, 2016.

The environmental process
began last spring with a release of a
draft scoping document and continued
through the summer with the release of a
final scoping document. Since that time,
we've performed extensive environmental
analyses, which are represented in the

Draft EIS. The report is available on our
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1-19-17 LIRR Expansion Project
project website, www.aModernLI.com. It's
alsc available at local village halls and
libraries along the project corridor and
our project information center at the
Minecla train station.

In response to public
requests for more time to comment on the
Draft EIS, Governcr Cuomo has extended the
comment period to February 15, 2017 at
5:00 p.m. The Draft EIS comment period
for this project was already longer than
that of larger projects, such as the
Second Avenue Subway and the new Tappan
Zee Bridge. Now, bkecause of your input,
there's even mcore time to comment.

When Governor Cucomo first
anncunced this project, he said it would
be completely different from prior
proposals. Unlike prior proposals, the
third track will ke built entirely within
the Long Island Rail Road right-of-way.

Since the Governor's
announcement over a year ago, we've

implemented an unprecedented public
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1-19-17 LIRR Expansion Project
outreach program. And thanks to your
input, we've made a commitment to take no
residential properties, to modify all
seven grade crossings 1in the project area,
to add sound attenuation walls, to improve
rail stations with enhancements and
amenities such as full-length platforms,
to add more than 2,000 parking spaces, and
to use innovative methods to speed
construction and minimize impacts. All of
these project elements are examples of our
commitment to community outreach. Your
input 1s important to us and important to
the process.

Your comments will be entered
into the public record and reviewed
accordingly. While we're here today at a
public hearing -- a formal public hearing,
there are many other outreach efforts and
opportunities to comment. Our project
team has had hundreds of meetings with
local cofficials, business leaders, and
residents, and many of the members of our

team are here today to listen to your
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1-19-17 LIRR Expansion Project
comments.

We've maintained our project
information office at the Mineola train
station on the south side platform, the
hours are posted on our project website.
We encourage everybody to visit, discuss
the project, and submit comments. You can
alsc provide comments on our project
website or by e-mail at
info@waModernLI.com.

Finally, we have visited all
residential properties that share a
property line with the Long Island Rail
Road multiple times, and as early -- as
recently as last week, to remind residents
of these public hearings.

Now I'd like to turn your
attention to a short video that will
discuss the project need and highlight its
benefits, which include improved service
reliability, safety, and quality of life.
The project would add much needed capacity
to the Main Line and eliminate all

street-level grade crossings within the
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1-19-17 LIRR Expansion Project
project area. Incorporating extensive
input from the local communities, the
project team 1s now exploring
neighbor-friendly and innovative
construction methods and practices to keep
the impact of construction as minimal as
possible.

(Whereupon, a short video was
played at this time.)

Ms. PICCA: Now I'd like to
introduce our representatives from the
Long Island Rail Road and the New York
State Department of Transportation, as
well as our hearing officer. To my far
right we have Mr. Ed Dumas, vice president
of Market Development and Pubklic Affairs
at the Long Island Rail Road; seated next
to him is Mr. Joseph Zacharia, project
manager at the New York State Department
of Transportation; and to my immediate
right is Ms. Susan McGowan, Long Island
Rail Road general manager, Public Affairs.
Susan will ke the hearing officer for

today's public hearing, and I turn this

11
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1-19-17 LIRR Expansion Project
meeting over to her at this time.

THE HEARING OFFICER: Thank
you, Elisa.

Welcome, everybody. We
appreciate your taking the time to come
out and join us today and share your
comments with us.

Before we begin, I have a few
procedural items, so I'm geoing to ask for
your patience as I read through these
items.

This pubklic hearing is an
opportunity to hear from you regarding the
project's environmental review process or
Draft EIS. The Draft EIS includes a wide
range of technical analyses on topics such
as air quality, necise, land use,
sociceconcomics, traffic, parking and much
more. It also reviews any potential
property impacts from the proposed
project, including easements and
commercial property acquisitions.

Today's proceedings also

serve as the public hearing in accordance

12
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1-19-17 LIRR Expansion Project
with the New York State Eminent Domailn
Procedures Law, EDPL. As Vice President
Picca noted before, no permanent takings
of residential property will be needed for
this project.

Building station platform
areas, retaining walls, and Long Island
Rail Road infrastructure along the entire
9.8-mile project corridor would require no
full property takings of any type. It
would require four partial acguisitions of
nonresidential properties, which would not
affect any structures. It would also
require three permanent or temporary
easements of nonresidential properties,
and one temporary easement at a
multifamily co-operative residential
property.

Multiple options at the seven
grade crossing locations are also
evaluated. For these grade crossing
options, we've identified full
acqguisitions of up to four commercial

properties for which the State will work

13
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1-19-17 LIRR Expansion Project
with the owners to provide relocation
assistance within their communities. 1In
addition, partial acquisitions affecting
eight nonresidential properties could bke
needed. But in all situations this will
nct affect the continued operation of the
businesses.

Finally, the grade crossing
work may need some permanent rights to
access some parcels of commercial property
during and after construction, and some
temporary rights to access other parcels
of property during and after construction,
in connection with construction or for
maintenance needs after construction.
Ncne of these rights of access will
permanently impact the operation of the
businesses affected.

For complete details about
the grade crossing options, please refer
to the DEIS or visit the DOT table in the
open house area. 2Again, no permanent
takings of residential properties will be

needed for this project. Those who may be

14
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1-19-17 LIRR Expansion Project
impacted by property acquisitions have
already been contacted by the State.

Pursuant to the EDPL, the
project team has studied the proposed
project and is able to determine the
relocation requirements for each grade
crossing coption, and determine which plan
would be preferable. This information
will be considered along with other
relevant factors when selecting the
project's final design.

New York State DOT and Empire
State Develcopment will provide extensive
support for the four commercial properties
that may be fully acquired with day-to-day
relocation assistance, including help in
finding suitabkle replacement sites,
reestablishment expenses, and a variety of
moving expense options.

The State has studied a local
real estate market and has concluded that
there will be a sufficient number of
replacement properties to satisfy the

needs of any displaced commercial

15
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1-19-17 LIRR Expansion Project
occupant, irrespective of the design
option chosen. Property acquisition would
not commence until the final design option
has been approved. Each affected property
owner will be contacted by a real estate
specialist who will explain the proposed
construction and the acquisition process.
Any potentially affected property owners
present here today may visit the DOT table
in the open house area until the end of
this hearing, or this evening, for further
detail about the process or to ask any
gquestions they may have.

Now in order to give public
comment, we ask that if you haven't
already done so, that you sign up at the
registration table just outside. We're
alsc asking that everyone limit their
comments to three minutes, and that's
intended to give everyone a chance to
speak.

Again, this meeting is not
the only opportunity that you'll have to

comment on the project. You can also

16
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1-19-17 LIRR Expansion Project
continue to provide comments through
February 15th at the project office at
Minecla station, by mail, or online at
www .aModernLI.com.

We have representatives and
experts here from the Long Island Rail
Rcad and the New York State Department of
Transportation who are available to
consult with you on the project, and
they're in the open house area. If you
prefer to give comments privately, bkecause
we realize that not everyone is
comfortable speaking in front of a large
group, we have a stenographer and you can
sign up at the front desk to meet with the
stenocgrapher privately, and the
stencgrapher will make sure your comments
are entered into the public record.

Now because this is a formal
hearing and because we're entering your
comments into the pubklic record, we here
on the dais will not be responding to your
gquestions or comments. However, we do

have staff here in the building who can

17
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help to answer your guesticons and
comments, and they are in the open house
room again.

So if you have any special
needs, please contact a staff member and
we'll do our best to accommodate you. And
one final thing, please -- 1f you haven't
already done so, please turn your cell
phones to silent or vibrate.

And next I'm going to call
the names of the first five speakers. We
ask that they make their way up to the
reserved seats in the front row so they
can prepare themselves. There are two
microphones, one on the right and one on
the left. After I call the first five
speakers, I'll call the name of the very
next speaker. When you come up to speak,
please give your name and affiliation if
you are assocliated with any organization.

Then you'll have three
minutes to speak. There is a timer, a
countdown clock. It will be green until

you have 30 seconds then it will turn
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1-19-17 LIRR Expansion Project
yvellow. And after the time is up it will
turn red. And if you're not sure, I'll
give a very gentle reminder.

One other thing, 1f you have
written testimony, it might help for our
stenographer to have a copy of that. If
you have an extra copy, when you're done
speaking you may give a copy to our
stenocgrapher here on the side of the room,
and then she will make sure that your
comments are in the public record.

Okay, so here are the first
five speakers: Edward Ra, Dr. Lynn
Pombonyo, Kevin Fitzgerald, Archie Cheng,
and Larry Penner.

First up is the Honorabkle
Edward Ra, New York State Assemblyman.

MR. RA: Good morning. My
name is Edward Ra. I'm New York State
Assemblyman for the 19th Assembly
District. I represent the corridor of
this Main Line from Floral Park out to
Westbury.

And basically I wanted to

19
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come here this morning, having met many
times with representatives regarding this
project, and certainly heard a lot from
the communities I represent on this
project, to express that there continues
to be major objecticn and concerns with
this project within our communities.

Especially this immediate
area, obvicusly, has had a concern with
these grade crossings for many, many
years. And if it's a safety concern, and
I think we all agree it's a safety
concern, then I think we believe it should
stand on its own. This, like ten years
ago, has become a carrot and stick
approach with regard to the grade
crossings. And I know there's a
tremendous amount of support for
eliminating those grade crossings in a
manner that's acceptable and consistent
with the character of these local
communities.
I think that locoking through

the DEIS, and there are many village

20
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officials here, there are constituents
here that will hit on many of their
concerns, whether they're environmental or
otherwise, dealing with construction and
after the fact. But one of the sections I
want to bring up in particular was the
Alternatives section.

My understanding is that
there will be an application made to amend
the MTA Capital Plan to include funding
for this. My gquestion is, and really what
I would like to see addressed, 1g if that
is going to be done, I think the
alternatives need to A, address the
alternative where the grade crossing is
done, and then other alternatives that can
be done in conjunction with that. 2And how
does the moving of that money, or putting
this project into the MTA Capital Plan,
where it wasn't previously, affect other
plans of the MTA that may have achieved
some of the objectives of this project?

So what of those plans is not

going to get done as a result of shifting

21
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funding towards that, and what were the
objectives of those particular plans, in
terms of modernizing the infrastructure of
the Long Island Rail Road, increasing
efficiency, and whether some of that, in
conjunction with some of the grade
crossing work there seems to be a lot of
support for, where do we come out on the
end? How does that alternative function
as opposed to this full plan?

So I think that as we move
forward, you know, I'm appreciative of the
short couple-week extension. I think it
allows the villages to come together, seek
expert opinion, which is great. But I
think we need to continue to explore those
alternatives to ensure that we move
forward in a way that's consistent with
the characters of the local communities
that I represent.

Thank vyou.

THE HEARING OFFICER: Thank
you.

Our next speaker is the
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Honorable Dr. Lynn Pombonyoe, Trustee,
Village of Floral Park.

DR. POMBONYO: Good morning.
My name is Lynn Pombonyo, and I'm here as
a resident and Trustee of the Village of
Floral Park.

My comments will address
Chapter 3, socioeconomic conditions; and
Chapter 13, construction, in the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement and the
profound impact the proposed construction
plan will have on the Village of Floral
Park.

The Incorporated Village of
Floral Park is a densely populated
community; in fact, cne of the highest in
Nassau County. Our business district
features small, often family-owned stores
and restaurants, many of which are near
the Long Island Rail Road Main Line and
Hempstead branch tracks on Scuth Tyson,
Plainfield, and Tulip avenues. The two
LIRR bridges, which span Scuth Tyson and

Plainfield avenues are scheduled for

23
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modifications and/or reconstruction during
the third track construction period.

Although South Tyson,
Plainfield, and nearby Tulip Avenue are
all main thoroughfares in Floral Park,
they all have conly cne lane of traffic
moving in each direction with parallel
parking at the curbs. These three roads
transport thousands of vehicles on a daily
basis and traffic is already congested.
Parking lots are few in Floral Park and as
a result vehicles must parallel park along
South Tyscon, Plainfield, and Tulip to
access the businesses, second-floor
offices, and apartments, as well as a
700-people elementary school located on
South Tyscn Avenue, one block north of the
aforementioned South Tyson Bridge.

DEIS Chapter 3, page 3-17
states, "the proposed project woul